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Botanical Gardens
What a treat to spend the afternoon at a botanical garden near you!

Picture taken at Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens in Niagara Falls
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The Trillium is the quarterly newsletter of the 
OHA (Ontario Horticultural Association).

 This is your newsletter. It is for all members of all 
Horticultural Societies and Garden Clubs in Ontario in 
every district. If you want to know what is going on in 
gardening, it is in this newsletter. If your club/society has 
a special project and you would like to share the news, 
please send in a story and photographs.
 What you need to know  
 to send articles and photographs:
  Submission dates for 2022:
  December 1 – Winter issue
  March 1  – Spring issue
 The deadline for the next issue of the Trillium is  
Dec. 1, but submissions can be sent anytime.

 Articles should be emailed in Word format, LibreOffice 
or plain text. Photos and other graphics should be sent 
as separate files (i.e., not as part of a Word file), with 
a resolution of at least 1000 by 800 pixels whenever 
possible. Full-sized original files will be happily accepted. 
These requests make it easier to work with photos submitted.

Articles can be emailed to:
editor@gardenontario.org 
Laura Masterson, OHA Trillium Editor

 Please note that, for photographs that include 
minors, signed parental permission must be given. 
You don’t need to send the signed papers, but we  
do need to know that they exist.
Here is the link to waivers on the OHA site:
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/OHA-
Release-Photo-Video-Testimonial-Form-March-2022.pdf

Ontario Horticultural Association 

When submitting articles and photos, please mention 
who wrote the article and who took the pictures 
so that a credit can be included. To avoid illegal 
copyright issues, please do not submit articles, 
artwork and photographs copied from the internet or 
elsewhere unless permission from the writer, artist or 
photographer has been given.

OHA (GardenOntario)

50/50 Cash Raffle
Submitted by Kelly Taylor, OHA Secretary

We are pleased to announce  
the winner of the 50/50 Raffle!!!

Congratulations to our winner:
Catherine Howitt from District 6

Ticket number C- 12921    Winning prize amount $3475

A new 50/50 Raffle started on September 17th.
Don't miss your chance to get tickets for this draw!

Get your tickets here:
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha 

 50% of all proceeds go towards Keeping Ontario 
Beautiful and supports education for youth and adults.
 It also supports environmental programs, awards 
and grants assisting with pollinators, tree planting and 
community beautification as well as post secondary 
scholarships.
 Thank you everyone for your support and for sharing 
the raffle information on your social media pages and to 
your members.

mailto:editor@gardenontario.org
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To Subscribe to the Trillium
Printed Version: The full-colour printed version is mailed 
directly to you for only $25.00 per year.
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for a subscription and that you paid by E-Transfer. We need 
your mailing address so you can get the Trillium sent to you.  
You can still make your payment by cheque payable to:

The Ontario Horticultural Association and mail to:
The Trillium Distributor, Lisa DeYoung, 
715 Chantler Road, Fenwick, ON,  L0S 1C0

Printed Newsletter Subscription
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Editor’s Message
With so many wonderful submissions, some of them had 
to be saved for the next issue including some of my words.

  Laura Masterson
  editor@gardenontario.org
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OHA President’s Report
Greetings to One and All,
 I would like to start off by thanking the membership for allowing me to serve 
as President for one more year. I would also like to thank the Officers and the 
Board for their support and assistance over the last year.
 As we look back on the summer now almost past, we have all dealt with a 
season that was too wet, too dry, too hot, too cool, too windy, too calm, too 
sunny, too cloudy and so on... I would like to add “too unpredictable”. We have 
endured how many is it, three waves of Covid-19 since March/April? We have 
planned, changed plans, altered plans, postponed plans and heaven knows 
what other things we have had to do to plans to allow us to move forward. It 
has been a challenge to say the least and from what I have heard from various 
areas of the province, we have managed well. A huge pat on the back for 
everyone. There have been some who have found it just too difficult to get back 
to what we did before Covid-19 and you know what? That’s OK. Those who have 
managed to move closer to the “old normal” are there to assist when you are 
ready to try the “good old ways” to any degree, again. 
 For those who were not in attendance at the first ever OHA virtual AGM with 
no accompanying Convention program of any kind, please have a look at the 
gardenontario.org site and look for the slide deck presentations from the AGM. 
I would encourage you to especially have a look at the introductory information 
for the OHA Convention and AGM being held in Kanata in 2023.
 One of the slide decks is the “In Memoriam” presentation which Kelly Taylor, the OHA Secretary, puts together so that 
we can all see and remember those who have moved to a new gardening location. Two of those we have lost this year 
are Albert Card and Pauline Richards. They were both members of the Past Presidents’ Council and we will be holding a 
Celebration/Dedication ceremony for them at the Guelph Arboretum on September 24th, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.
 With 2022 being the 70th anniversary of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, the OHA will be planting a tree in 
commemoration of her historic Platinum Jubilee at the Canadensis site in Ottawa. Although the tree dedication is a “by 
invitation” event, I am sure that many members would wish the Queen well. A big “Thank You” to Anne Harbord and the 
District 2 people who have worked on this project.   
 As the Officers and the Board move out of their gardens as we get closer to the Fall season, we will be continuing to 
do whatever we can to assist and encourage Societies/Clubs across the province. To these ends, we will be continuing 
with the monthly Officers’ t-cons, there is a Board Meeting scheduled at the end of September at a new location where 
we will be, among other things, continuing our review of the OHA as an organization to find ways to do business better. 
The move will also be a financial saving for the OHA. 

A History Quiz: 
1) How many remember the 1970’s Ontario license plates with the phrase “Keep It Beautiful” across the bottom?  

I know that I do.

2) How many remember the phrase “Keeping Ontario Beautiful”? I had heard it but did not know the history. Well, the 
phrase is trademarked, and it is owned by… the Ontario Horticultural Association! What a great opportunity to use 
a catch phrase to help a Society/Club or a District or the OHA to tell the public some of what we do all during the 
growing season and even beyond when and where we can. The OHA is in the process of renewing the trademark.

Charles Freeman
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I Will Leave You with a Short Story
 Yesterday, that would have been August 16th; I was at a small local greenhouse and was speaking with a lady working 
there. We were talking about flowers and gardening and she said that she had started working at the greenhouse about 
25 years ago because she was stressed at work and felt that she just needed to “get away”. She had intended to work at 
the greenhouse for just one summer and low and behold, she is still there. She thoroughly enjoys the flowers and the 
work and she started a huge garden at home to keep herself happy. 
AAHH, the power of the garden and flowers shines through for another contented soul yet again.
Please, go dig in the dirt and enjoy!

Take care
Stay safe
Charles Freeman
President, Ontario Horticultural Association

Elliot Lake Horticultural Society
Margaret Vivyurka, President             Photo by Al Vivyurka

Year of the Garden 2022
 Our Society is “Dedicated to Helping with Community Beautification”. This circular city garden is located in the heart 
of downtown Elliot Lake. It is a location where many who work downtown, park close to it or pass by each day. Our 
thought was, viewing a garden would brighten the day for everyone. It consists of 18 flats of plants which seven Society 
volunteers met the challenge of doing the planting. The Salvia located in the centre is known as Sizzler Red. This special 
year has brought gardening into the spotlight and helped increase the incentive to keep gardening.



OHA Trillium - Autumn 2022

- 6 -

Brantford Garden Club
Founded in 1852

Written and submitted by Publicity Director, Pat Veale
Photos by Nicole Pinto and Pete Byerlay

CELEBRATIONS!
 It’s been 170 years since the Brantford Horticultural Society, aka the Brantford Garden Club, was inaugurated. Imagine! 
In 1852, our ancestors, with Dr. Digby at the forefront, installed a Board of Directors to promote education and care of 
the planet and forthcoming food sources. Among the town’s best known gardener was Melville Bell, father of our well-
known local inventor Alexander Graham Bell.
 Brantford Garden Club’s official logo includes the daffodil. In Brantford, you will find several flower beds incorporating 
that flower. In 1919, our Club suggested to the City that it be declared the official emblem and the Council agreed. As 
2022 rolled on in, our member Pete Byerlay amended the logo adding the 170th banner as captioned here. 
 With membership hovering about 230, the Board decided on trying out the technical universe and rolled out our first 
Zoom general membership meeting in February. We knew we weren’t going to get our usual participation of 125 so 
we were quite pleased to have about 50 tuning in to hear our first presenter of the year, the then D6 Director, Catherine 
McGill, featuring “Planters with a Twist”. Finally Covid-19 restrictions started lifting and by May, we were meeting in 
person once again.
 We all knew back in January that our Past 
President and Plant Sale Chairperson, Mary Thorne 
was busy forging ahead with how we were going 
to pull off our annual Plant Sale in May. We had 
been down for 2 years and there was no holding 
back now. We started advertising and calling on 
the membership to consider the Club when spring 
dividing and seeding was happening. We counted 
on many volunteers to help with setting up, sorting, 
pricing and food donations. After all expenses were 
accounted for, we raised $1,259.00. That was a little 
shy of our usual proceeds but we didn’t let the 
circumstances or cold weather defeat us. 
 In the spring, the local Stedman Hospice approached our Club to see if we could re-develop a plot within their 
vast Botanical Gardens into a kitchen garden and a cut flower garden. Once again, we canvassed our great supply of 
volunteers to help us pull this off as our 170th Anniversary project. We worked on plans with the Hospice staff and in no 
time, we were off and running. It was only a matter of a few weeks, and staff were pulling herbs and fresh veggies to 
assist with their meal planning.
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 Within the last 50 years, the 
Brantford Garden Club has been 
involved in many community 
projects. When the new City 
Hall was opening for Canada’s 
Centennial year, something was 
missing. The Club came up with 
a proposal: build a sculpture that 
would include a fountain and our 
Club supported the initiative with a 
donation of $15,000.
 Another major project was a 
yard enhancement at the W. Ross 
MacDonald School for the blind. We designed a special garden highlighting plants that produced the most pleasing 
scents. After 700 Narcissus bulbs, 300 Dutch Iris, 400 Crocus and 500 City of Brantford Tulips, the old expression about 
“stopping to smell the roses” had new meaning.
 As you all know by now, 2022 was bannered as “The Year of the Garden”. Our Past President Mary Thorne met late 
last year with the City Works Department with hopes of installing our 170th Anniversary year logo into a local garden 
park bed. After consideration with other community gardening projects, the City came up with a combined outlay. This 
display can now be seen by all local residents and the many tourists Brantford draws every year.

 In July, as we were approaching 
our summer recess, our Club 
designated our local Club Hero 
promoting the Year of the Garden 
and our Anniversary Garden Hero. 
Bev Hutton, our present Secretary, 
was acclaimed at a City Hall Flag 
Raising Ceremony. Bev has been 
with the Brantford Garden Club for 
over 45 years and has held many 
volunteer positions. Although a 
very soft spoken and respected 

lady, she’s always got by-laws, constitutions and members’ 
wishes at the root of all of her contributions.
 Our fiscal year end of September 30th is fast approaching 
but I’m sure we will still have a few membership celebrations 
come fall. 

Garden Hero
Bev Hutton
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Ripley and District Horticultural Society
Celebrates 95 Years of Service

Christine Roberts, Secretary               Photos by Christine Roberts

 The first meeting of the Huron Horticultural Society was held in March 1927 at the home of Mrs. Dan Gilles. Mrs. 
Robert McCosh and Mrs. Dan MacKay were elected president and secretary-treasurer respectively. 
 Fast forward through 95 continuous years of meetings, plantings, gardens, workshops, tours and flower shows to  
July 21, 2022; the anniversary celebration presided over by the granddaughter of Mrs. MacKay, President Dianne Simpson. 
 The horticultural society of 50 members concentrated in Ripley, a village of 500 people, is rightly proud of its heritage 
and mission of community beautification. Anniversary committee members poured through meeting minutes and a 
trove of historical artifacts and documents to prepare displays highlighting past milestone anniversaries, community 
projects and flower shows. 
 To commemorate the rich history and contributions of its members, the society’s executive decided to focus on 
service which meant conducting an exhaustive a search of roll call lists to determine the membership record of each 

RDHS 95 Display: Displays of past milestone anniversary 
celebrations, flower shows and community beautification 
as well as a complete list of past presidents and treasurers 
and top flower show winners.

RDHS 95 40-Year Service: RDHS President Dianne 
Simpson (left) presents 40-year service pins to Helen Van 
der Glas and Gail Van der Hoek.

RDHS 95 Donation: President Dianne Simpson (left) 
thanks Bruce Botanical Food Gardens Manager Aprille 
Fox and President Nan Grant for hosting the anniversary 
festivities and presents them with a donation to further 
their educational programs.

RDHS 95 Treats in the Garden: Three members of 
the Ripley and District Horticultural Society, (from left) 
Rose Marie Meyer, Ann Finlayson and Shirley Galloway 
enjoy refreshments in the gazebo following the formal 
presentations. 
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individual. In total, the current members represent a combined 757 
years of volunteers working for the benefit and beautification of Ripley 
and area. 
 Congratulations and greetings were delivered in person by Don 
Murray, Deputy Mayor Huron Kinloss Municipality and MP Ben Lobb. 
MPP Lisa Thompson, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, conveyed 
her compliments by letter. All unanimously thanked the group for its 
dedication to keeping the village beautiful. Karen Redmond, District 8 
Director, brought best wishes from the Ontario Horticultural Association as did Sharon Nivvins, former District 8 Assistant 
Director for Bruce and representative of the Lucknow and District Horticultural Society.
 After a brief journey down memory lane emphasizing significant activities, events and traditions, President Simpson 
awarded 11- 5 year pins, 4 - 10 year pins, 10 - 15 year pins, 6 - 20 year pins, 3 - 25 year pins, 2 - 30 year pins, 1 - 35 year pin 
and 3 - 40 year pins. 
 Also recognized was Ann Finlayson, Ripley’s Year of the Garden 2022 Garden Hero, for her leadership and inspiration.
 The festivities were hosted by the Bruce Botanical Food Gardens (BBFG), an innovative, non-profit organization that 
specializes in growing and displaying rare, endangered, heirloom and world food plants, using sustainable and clean, 
organic methods.
 Chief among the garden’s mandates are education and addressing food insecurity. Visitors are encouraged to wander, 
taste and harvest in exchange for donations or work. Many workshops are offered and programs provided to a variety 
of groups including the Ripley and District Horticultural Society’s young horticulturalists. Since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the gardens have also made regular donations of fresh produce to area food banks.
 Simpson thanked BBFG President, Nan Grant and Garden Manager, Aprille Fox, for hosting the party and providing 
refreshments. She also congratulated them on the garden's 10th anniversary and presented a donation to support 
ongoing projects and educational programs. 
 Following the formal program, members socialized while enjoying squares, scones with clotted cream and jam, 
lavender cookies, fruit kabobs and lemonade served in china cups. 
 Although the past few pandemic years were challenging, the Ripley and District Horticultural Society was able to 
maintain traditions and even expand community garden enhancement thanks in part to financial assistance from 
OMAFRA, Bruce County and the Township of Huron-Kinloss. The society and its dedicated members look forward to 
celebrating its centennial in 2027.  

RDHS 95 Gathering: Members of the Ripley and District Horticultural 
Society gather at the Bruce Botanical Food Gardens to celebrate the 
95th anniversary.

RDHS 95 2022 Garden Hero: 
RDHS President Dianne Simpson (left) 
recognizes and congratulates Ann Finlayson, 
Ripley’s Garden Hero.
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Garden Design Trends
By Cynthia Levine-Rasky, PhD, member of East York Garden Club

 Cottage. Modern. Japanese. Eco-Friendly. Prairie. Depending on personal taste (and a few other factors), these 
popular garden designs are available for a gardener’s enjoyment. While the advantages of working with an identifiable 
scheme may be apparent, many gardeners don’t give design much thought. The layout of their outdoor space may 
simply default to preferred plant placements or to the hardscaping such as a patio or deck that came with their property. 
Sometimes garden design emerges organically with changing resources over time: children’s needs; the growth of 
large trees; budgets; personal taste in plants. Every gardener has must-have plants, existing plants, gifted plants and 
unwanted plants as well as flat or sloped grades, good or poor soil, sun or shade. A spontaneous and flexible approach 
to composition is often a good thing. But just as often, a garden benefits from imposing some rules guided by an 
aesthetic vision. Usher in garden design.
 The cottage garden is arguably the most common and recognizable of all landscape designs. It’s no trend; its history 
dates back centuries. Today, the cottage garden is characterized by a free-flowing mix of flowering and often fragrant 
herbaceous perennials and shrubs that peak in late spring and early summer. Plant choices are wide and non-repetitive. 
The cottage garden gives the impression of wanton freedom in its sheer colour and abundance. Classic plant choices 
for back-of-border include foxglove (Digitalis spp.), lupin (Lupinus spp.), roses and delphinium while lady’s mantle 
(Alchemilla mollis), bachelor’s buttons (Centaurea cyanus), English lavender (Lavendula angusifolia) and pinks (Dianthus 
spp.) may appear at the front of the border. 
 In the cottage garden, hardscaping may be limited to a low wooden fence and arbour covered with clematis or 
climbing roses. Paths are curvy; flower beds are dense. What looks like beautiful chaos, however, requires strict 
maintenance, a point made by David Scott who operates a landscaping business in the Cambridge area. “To ensure 
colour throughout the summer, planning is essential,” David advises. “Interplanting with mid-summer herbaceous 
perennials like Rudbeckia or Monarda is necessary.” David recognizes that gardens are always evolving. Keeping them 
attractive throughout the season means attentiveness not only to plants’ blooming period but also to their growth 
habits, spread and soil and water requirements. Optimal appearance is achieved by repeating favoured plants, tidy 

A cottage garden in Stratford  
highlights a diversity of plants, heights, 

colours and textures. 
(Designer: David Scott Landscape Gardener) 
Photo credit: Ann Stasiuk and Rick Matthews

Anne Hathaway’s cottage and gardens
Photo credit: Richard Peat, CC BY-SA 2.0  

<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons



OHA Trillium - Autumn 2022

- 11 -

borders defined with complementary edging material and pruning plants as they overgrow their allotted space. In the 
end, the cottage garden should produce a feeling of peace and tranquility. Ideally, the undeniable labour is enjoyed as 
part of the gardening experience.

 Modern garden design typically boasts a well-organized geometry of stiff, upright plants chosen for their sculptural 
rather than their decorative significance. Like abstract art, they are to be enjoyed for their form, texture and balance. 
Foliage and texture are crucial; flowers are secondary or even irrelevant. Colours are muted and minimal. Plants are 
repeated in a linear fashion in beds with edges at right angles. Hardscaping is key: the natural colours of concrete, steel, 
stucco and stone produce a cool appearance. A modern garden design suits a modern house design each with their 
hard angles, rectangular shapes and simple lines. Oiled wood and weathered steel introduce a warmer tone to the 
design. Outdoor furniture in neutral tones, a water feature, native plants and pollinator-attracting perennials can soften 
static features and make a modern garden more personal. Appropriate plants for modern gardens are yucca, hosta, red-
hot poker (Kniphofia), sedums and upright ornamental grasses such as reed grass (Calamagrostis). 
 One modern garden designed by Jennifer Hayman Design Group makes liberal use of stone without sacrificing green 
details that are pleasing to the eye. In another of her designs, Hayman features elements of a Japanese garden. Expressive 
of tranquility and simplicity, Japanese gardens have a limited palette of colours made particularly dramatic in late fall. 
The look is informed by the ideals of asymmetry, balance (yin/yang), kare-sansui (dry landscaping) and symbolism. In the 
Japanese garden, rocks represent mountains and the permanence; ponds and streams represent the power of water. 
Hayman describes the need for this kind of garden to “evoke a sensorial experience… to harness the restorative power 
of nature in your own backyard.” Whatever the chosen design, Hayman states that in the end, “a garden design must 
honour the space through genius loci,” a principle derived from ancient Rome. Summoning the garden’s guiding spirit, 
this force ensures the authentic compatibility of the garden with its surroundings in time and place.

Square interplanted stones placed 
on the diagonal, translucent fencing, 
and minimal but repeated plantings 
open up the space for entertaining in 
this small, modern garden in Toronto.
Photo credit: Jennifer Hayman Design Group

In this Japanese-inspired garden in 
Toronto, a wood path separates the 
stone patio from a geometric pond 
and other small zones. Beech trees 
serve as a border. 
Photo credit: Jennifer Hayman Design Group

An eclectic garden in Toronto 
features a large oak tree and a zigzag 
stone path. Its edges are softened by 
herbaceous perennial groundcovers. 
Photo credit: Jennifer Hayman Design Group

 Sustainable, native and xeriscaped, eco-friendly garden designs are setting a trend for landscapers and gardeners 
everywhere. Hard materials such as stone and wood are chosen for their lowest possible impact and recycled materials 
are used wherever possible. Native grasses replace non-native Kentucky bluegrass, plants support pollinators and 
wildlife and both materials are locally sourced. Wildlife is regarded not as something to contend with but as something 
to invite in. Ponds and other water features support local wildlife like frogs and toads instead of Japanese koi fish. When 
it comes to plant selection, the designers’ rule of thumb presides: the right plant for the right place. In the eco-friendly 
garden, one may see native drought-tolerant plants such as asters (Symphyotrichum spp.), beardtongue (Penstemon 
spp.), black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia spp.), cranesbill geranium (Geranium maculatum), tickseed (Coreopsis lanceolata), 
coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) and yarrow (Achillea spp.). When planting, native soils are used, not replaced or tilled. 
Plant beds are mulched to conserve moisture and to discourage the growth of non-native, invasive species. 
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 For Kim Lippert, a landscape designer at Quiet Nature located in western Ontario, plant selection is the final step in an 
extensive process of observation. “I don’t like fighting natural systems so it’s very important to observe the space to see 
what wildlife is using it and how the natural elements like the sun, wind, rain interact with the space.” In their projects, 
Quiet Nature merges practical use with permaculture principles. They install natural ponds to swim in and to provide 
wildlife habitat; aquatic plants purify the water. As sustainable as such gardens seem, some maintenance is always 
required. “We always have an educational component with our installations,” explains Lippert. “Besides watering and 
weeding, you need to watch how plants react to the new pests and diseases that we’re seeing with climate change. It’s 
like having an ongoing conversation with the space.” 

 There’s nothing orthodox about eco-friendly garden design; its principles may be applied to any garden scheme. 
Perhaps the most direct transition is to the prairie design popularized by Dutch landscape designer Piet Oudolf. Featuring 
a relatively small number of tall, structural plants grouped together and repeated throughout the space, the goal of 
the prairie garden is neither colour nor bloom but texture and form. Fall is the peak season. While meadowy drifts of 
such plants can best be achieved on large properties, gardeners of smaller spaces adopt the look and scale it down. 
Tall ornamental grasses such as reed grass (Calamagrostis spp.), fountain grass, (Pennisetum spp.) or some Miscanthus 
species can be used together with shorter sedges (eg. Carex spp) and blue oat grass (Helictotrichon sempervirens) for the 
border. The wispy flowerheads of some of these grasses rise above the foliage and make a dramatic statement.
 Other trends in garden design are renewable water use and the allocation of garden space to both ornament and 
function. Nowhere is this more visible than the integration of a vegetable bed or a kitchen garden with an otherwise 
modern garden design, an approach that appeared during the pandemic as people sought easier access to fresh, low-
cost produce. LandArt, a landscape design firm servicing the Niagara and surrounding areas, combines both innovations 
in one property. Cooperating with a geotechnical engineer, LandArt designed a cistern for the floor of the pool house. 
All the water from the sump lines and downspouts from the house and the pool house are stored in the cistern. It is then 
pumped into the irrigation system for the gardens – including the raised vegetable beds – and the large lawn. 

A traditional English country home that features large areas for entertaining also includes  
four raised vegetable beds and an innovation in irrigation. Credit: LandArt

 How can a property owner choose the most appropriate design for their garden? Among the many factors that 
bear on the decision are size, budget, inspiration and existing physical features such as soil and sunlight. A garden’s 
purpose should be articulated. Space for seating, playing or soaking in a whirlpool may be on a gardener’s list as well as 
hardscaping, a pond or an arbour. Adjacent structures in the form of tall trees, walls and fencing need to be effectively 
integrated. Paths need to be built. Going well beyond a list of favourite plants, the vision may come down to feel. How 

This pond illustrates the principle that design should be 
timeless. Graceful ornamental grasses – both native and 
non-native – soften the border and provide privacy.
Photo credit: Quiet Nature

Boasting a rich understory, mid-story, and canopy 
layer, this garden indulges all of the senses. The pond 
functions as habitat for bull frogs and other wildlife.
Photo credit: Quiet Nature
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does a gardener want to feel when they’re in their garden? What kind of experience do they want visitors to have – 
excitement or calm, jumble or order, abundance or austerity? A long-range view is necessary; a garden when installed will 
not be the same garden in five years’ time. As for urban dwellers for whom outdoor space may be at a premium, one idea 
is to plant up, not out. “Urban gardeners need to take advantage of vertical space,” notes LandArt’s Landscape Architect 
Associate Devon Kleinjan. He suggests the use of planter ladders and containers hung from railings and balconies.  
“If you’re after a nicely designed look, the rule is ‘less is more’. Instead of planting up every inch of ground, go upwards,” 
he suggests. 
 A beautiful and well-designed garden is possible for everyone who works with their available resources. Indeed, the 
most successful gardens flourish on nothing less.

Garden Design Firms Consulted

David Scott Landscape Gardener, https://davidscottgardener.com
Jennifer Hayman Garden Group, https://jhdg.ca
LandArt, https://landart.net
Quiet Nature, https://www.quietnature.ca

Garden Design Videos

COTTAGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0Me96RiM5c
Producer: The Middle-Sized Garden
Date: 13 June 2020
Title: How to Create a Cottage Garden – Tips and Ideas
Description: Flowers and colour for a perfect cottage 

garden. It’s an easy and relaxed style and perfect for 
small gardens – but are there hidden secrets or rules?

MODERN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-PEzvkGYJQ
Producer: Stone Warehouse (UK)
Date: 13 August 2020 
Title: How to Design a Modern Garden
Description: The modern garden design is all about 

convenience. There are a lot of options around what 
to include and this Stone Warehouse video discusses 
the various elements you may want to consider. 

JAPANESE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc0zdboDv0E
Producer: Shizen Style
Date: 29 January 2022
Title: Zen Principles of Japanese Garden Design
Description: Niwa, or Japanese garden, actually means 

“Pure Place” and is meant to represent a pure 
and beautiful place that you can always come to, 
regardless of what is going on in the chaotic world 
or in your busy life. It is not an escape but a place to 
recentre and refresh.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vapAr-IIKo0
Date: 30 October 2021
Title: 4 Types of Japanese Garden Design
Description: Large and small garden ideas from 

traditional Japanese gardens

ECO-FRIENDLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNJY2MZ4Rjs
Producer: Growing a Greener World
Date: 27 October 2018
Title: Growing a Greener World Episode 909: Sustainable 
Garden Manifesto
Description: A sustainable garden relies on 7 key 

principles featured in the book Northwest Garden 
Manifesto. We explore each of them and the author’s 
remarkable 4-acre landscape.

PRAIRIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdU6GzC-PKk
Producer: High-End Gardening
Date: 15 November 2016
Title: Gardens of the World: Episode One with Piet Oudolf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyTgtF5h3U4
Producer: PBS Newshour
Date: 15 November 2016
Title: How Landscape Designer Piet Oudolf Captures 
Nature’s ‘Emotion’
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Cornwall and District Horticultural Society
Written by Lisa Boyle and Guylaine O’Brien

 The Cornwall and District Horticultural Society (CDHS) has been involved with three community projects in 2022 and 
is working on a fourth.
 The first of these projects was providing the materials and volunteers to plant the Bridge Boxes, both the large central 
planter and those attached to the bridge railings on the Canadian side of the Seaway International Bridge for the Seaway 
Authority. This project is in its fifth year with the hope of continuing.
 Our second project was to donate funds to assist Transition Cornwall with the costs involved in potting the Incredible 
Edibles that they were handing out at their Plant Giveaway. 
The aim of the Giveaway is to help people discover the value 
and joy of growing their own food even in little space as 
plants are offered in large permanent pots as well as regular 
containers that can be transplanted into gardens.
 The third project undertaken was to provide and plant 
two Serviceberry trees for Beyond 21. This program provides 
hands-on learning experiences to empower adults with 
development disabilities to live more independent, confident 
lives. Part of the program is growing, harvesting and utilizing 
their own fruits and vegetables in meal preparation.

Volunteers with large central planter
Photo by Seaway Staff  member using Wendy Grants phone

The Blooming result           Photo by Wendy Grant

Scott Porter (CDHS director) with Tish Humphries 
(Beyond 21 Founder)             Photo by Bill Kingston

Scott planting the second tree
Photo by Bill Kingston

Donation for Pots for Incredible Edibles

Serviceberry trees at Beyond 21
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Leaside Garden Society
Written by Margaret Rousseau and Joanna Blanchard        Photos by Karen Keay

 After two years of virtual tours, the 2022 edition of the 
Leaside Garden Society’s annual garden tour took place on a 
glorious sunny day on June 18th. And it was a great success! The 
tour offered something for everyone. 
 An array of eleven unique local gardens were on display, each 
one reflecting the owner’s personal taste and ideas. Visitors 
were treated to native plants, bonsai, a beautifully planted 
belvedere, espaliered fruit trees, raised beds of vegetables and 
even some rare species.  Each of the garden hosts took the time 
to engage with the visitors and answer the many questions 
they had. The event was made possible thanks to the willing 
volunteers from the Leaside Garden Society who participated 
both behind the scenes and on the day of the tour. Of notable 
mention is the colourful ticket design created by one of our 
talented members which received a lot of positive feedback. 
 We would like to thank the 11 garden owners for sharing 
their lovely gardens with us, including three belonging to our 
own Leaside Garden Society members. Thanks also to the local 
vendors who sold tickets for us and to a local real estate agent 
who supported us by purchasing a large number of tickets to 
share with her clients.
 In all, around 350 tickets were sold and proceeds will go 
towards the Leaside Garden Society’s scholarship fund which 
is awarded annually to a student studying in horticulture or a 
related field.



OHA Trillium - Autumn 2022

- 16 -

Awards and Grants 2022
By Sharlene Desjardins and Kelly Taylor

 Each year, the Ontario Horticultural Association presents awards and grants to deserving individuals, Societies/Clubs. 
The last few years have not been easy, with the Covid-19 pandemic so prevalent in our world. Societies/Clubs have had to 
switch to a virtual platform to stay engaged with their members, some showed an increase in membership numbers and 
some, unfortunately, had to close their doors. The resilience of individuals during this difficult time has been amazing to 
see. Our award winners have certainly shown both resilience and persistence as have all our nominees. Please take the 
time to read about our wonderful volunteers who have been recognized for their contributions to their communities.

OHA AWARDS
Community Improvement Award

 The Community Improvement Award is a plaque that may be given to an individual, organization or company that 
has enhanced the beauty of the landscape and/or added to the quality of life of a community with a horticultural 
project. We had two recipients in this category.

 The first recipient of the Community Improvement Award is 
the Town of Petawawa Parks and Recreation Department who 
works closely with and is very amenable to assisting the Petawawa 
Horticultural Society in all its endeavours. The Parks and Recreation 
Department, along with the Town, is responsible for seventeen parks 
around the community. These add to the beauty of the town and 
provide spaces for children and adults to play and relax. 
 They helped the Horticultural Society plant a small orchard of 
apple trees which the recreation department keeps watered with 
many parks now hooked up to irrigation systems. In another park, 
the town assisted school children in planting 1500 daffodil bulbs. 
The Parks and Recreation Department were also on hand to assist the 
Society and the local school children to plant high bush cranberries, 
which are now producing fruit in two of the parks. When flooding 
eroded the soil at the Petawawa Point, the Parks and Recreation 
Department were there to assist in planting new trees.
 A new project is now underway by the Parks and Recreation 
Department. It is being created in a new subdivision in the town and 
is intended to support biodiversity and the eco-system by providing a 
water source and foliage that will support birds, butterflies and bees. 
A bat house, bee houses and bird houses have already been installed. The area will provide a space to relax in and walking 
paths and educational opportunities for children to learn about plants and animals that will frequent the park. There will 
be wooden blocks for children to climb on and natural play structures. Trees will be planted to provide some shade in an 
area once devoid of trees. The Petawawa Horticultural Society and school children will be involved in the plantings. 
 This is a wonderful example of organizations working together for the betterment of the community.

 The second recipient of the Community Improvement Award is the Wheatley Horticultural Society. The Society was 
instrumental in planning, obtaining funding and hosting the grand opening of the Grant Bowman Trail. The project 
included planting trees and flowering shrubs along the trail and the adjoining Heatherington Park. The project also 
included the design, manufacture and installation of two signs, one  at each end of the trail. A park bench was designed, 
manufactured and installed in a location chosen by Mr. Bowman as the best place along the trail to enjoy the wildlife, 

Petawawa Recreation Department 
Photo by Lois O’Brien
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the sounds of the birds and the wind blowing through the trees. You might also see beavers swimming by along the 
creek. Nine potted Carolinian trees and three limelight hydrangeas were also planted in the area. All of the gardens were 
spruced up and planted with fall mums. Advertising for this special event was done through the local paper and social 
media. Special attendees to the event included Mayor Darin Canniff, MPP Mr. Dave Epp, Dianne Flook from CK Trails and 
Mr. Grant Bowman. Congratulations!

Youth Leader Award
 The Youth Leader Award is a plaque which may be presented to a person 
who has been a Youth Program Leader for a minimum of five years and a 
member In Good Standing. 
 The recipient of the 2022 Youth Leader Award is Helen Stephenson. Helen 
has been a Youth Leader In Good Standing with the Oakville Horticultural 
Society (OHS) for 8½ years, spending 5 years under the tutelage of an OHA 
award-winning mentor and 3 years on her own. 
 The garden is located at the Town of Oakville Greenhouses. Helen teaches 
children with their parents in the youth garden. Each child has his or her own 
garden plot to design and plant in whatever way they choose. Helen and her 
guest speakers have taught the children how to prepare and plant seeds, 
care for seedlings, prune, weed, deadhead and harvest their produce. Some 
of the produce they take home to eat and some they take on a teaching trip 
to the Oakville Food Bank to donate. They have learned that they can help 
members of their community who need help with getting enough food. 
 Helen and other OHS members have taught classes about native bees, 
butterflies and other beneficial insects as well as insect pests. The children 
created a pollinator garden adjacent to their vegetable garden plots and 
have studied the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly and the mason bees. 
They attended a demonstration by two OHS members who raise Monarchs 
and were shown how to grow a food source for both the butterflies and the 
caterpillars, how to rescue the eggs and raise the butterflies until they are ready to emerge. The children were able to 
watch Monarchs emerge from their chrysalises and land on the nectar-producing plants the children had planted.
 Helen has held a summer picnic in the garden each year for the youth, their parents and younger siblings and has also 
conducted classes in simple food preparation right in the garden. 
 During the summer of 2020, the youth garden was shut down due to the pandemic. She devised a plan for summer 
use of the garden and acquired permission from the Town of Oakville to plant the garden on her own. 
 She maintained an online presence with the youth that would have been involved in the garden where they watched 
the progress of the garden and, with online instruction from Helen, planted their own small gardens at home. She also 
created short video teaching segments on gardening for families, held online classes and shared activities the children 
could do in their own homes.
 Helen has been a dedicated leader over the last eight years to further the knowledge the children have about where 
their food comes from, of nutrition and balanced diet and their awareness that people in their own Town of Oakville 
require help to feed their families. They experienced first hand how they could provide help via the Oakville Food Bank.
 The children of today are the earth stewards of tomorrow. Congratulations Helen on a job well done.

Environmental Award
 The Environmental Award is a plaque provided by the Ontario Horticultural Association. It may be presented to an 
individual, organization, municipality, company, school or other educational establishment that, in the estimation of the 
Awards Committee, has made a significant contribution to environmental preservation including habitat, restoration 
and/or improvement.
 The recipient of the 2022 Environmental Award is the Tilbury & District Horticultural Society. In 1986, Mary and Paul 
Fleury, members of the Tilbury & District Horticultural Society at the time, attended a horticultural meeting in Windsor, 
Ontario. They heard a speaker there who spoke about our forests disappearing. They returned to tell the Society 
members of the loss of trees in the community and inquired about the portion of land adjacent to the large pond that 
was developed for the construction of the highway now known as the 401. 

Helen Stephenson – Youth Leader Award 
Photo by Elizabeth Schleicher
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 The Tilbury Northside Memorial Park is 
a conservation forest located at Queen 
Street North in Tilbury. In 1987, plans 
were made with the Tilbury & District 
Horticultural Society, Lower Thames Valley 
Conservation Authority, Lower Thames 
Valley Conservation Foundation and the 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent to plant 
and maintain flower beds at Northside 
Park. The name “Dashwheel Park” was 
given by a local council member who 
had a desire to place a large water-driven 
water wheel in the park at the pond edge 
as an attraction seen from Highway 401 
to attract visitors to Tilbury. 
 In March of 2004, a memorandum of 
understanding was signed and approved 
by all parties. Today, the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent remains the landowner 
along with the Tilbury & District 
Horticultural Society who maintains the 

park tree donations and plantings, tree trimming, tree removal and/or replacement, costs of donor cards and dedication 
services, sponsoring of tent rental, PA system, invitations, refreshments and ads in local papers. The municipality 
maintains the cutting of the grass in the memorial forest as well as the maintenance of the road leading into the park 
and grooming of the trails inside the park. Over the years, the Society has planted numerous trees purchased with grant 
funds. Memorial services for the planting of tree dedications are held at Northside each year. Trees can be purchased by 
individuals in memory of a deceased person. The park is identified by a hand-painted sign as well as a new sign provided 
with funds from the Society.
 Birds, wildlife and butterflies have made their home at Tilbury Northside Memorial Forest Park and have attracted 
many nature-lovers, photographers and birdwatchers. Eagles may be seen along with the red-headed wood ducks in 
the ponds. Many visitors frequent the park daily to walk or jog the well-groomed paths. There is a fixed table with 
benches that were installed as an eating and resting area. Wedding photos are often taken at the water’s edge.
 One Society member has researched, built, installed and maintains five wood duck houses around the perimeter 
of the pond. The ducks have nested in the houses and many visitors have traveled to Tilbury to see them. A snake 
hibernaculum, a shelter occupied by snakes when dormant in winter, is a current project at Northside Memorial Forest 
Park. Research has been conducted and a location has been selected and is being prepared for this project.
 Trails, a road, a small parking area and a gate were created and installed at the entrance to the park. The Society has 
received donations from several families requesting to create a garden in memory of a deceased relative. The Society 
designed, planned, purchased, planted and maintains all trees in the park. There are butterfly gardens, pollinator 
gardens, shade gardens, grasses and plaques seen along the paths. The project for 2022 includes plans to review and 
beautify the entrance to the park with the removal of trees that have fallen along the fence line. Shrubs, conifers and 
colourful perennials are also being considered to attract bees, butterflies and more visitors. Congratulations!

Award of Merit
 The Award of Merit is a framed certificate that is given to an individual for notable contributions to the programs of 
the Association, District or Society/Club. We had two recipients in this category.
 Our first recipient is Cindy Zorgel. Cindy is a member In Good Standing with the Almonte & District Horticultural 
Society and has been a member since 1991. She became a Society Director in 1992 and 2022 is her 30th consecutive 
year on the board. During that time, Cindy has done four terms as President and one term as Co-President. She has 
chaired many committees on the executive, with fifteen years as Show Committee Chair and nine years heading the 
Program Committee. Hospitality, Junior Program, Town Beautification, Newsletter and Plant Sale Committees have all 
benefited from her cheerful and dedicated service.

Tilbury Horticultural Society with Environment Award 
Left to right: Katharine Smyth, Sandra Rammelaere, Margaret Laman, 
Madeline Collier, Linda Henderson, Maureen Andersen, Annette Thibert-Curtis, 
Jone Dalgleish, Aline Taylor and Amelia Dupuis.                              Photo by Joe Dicker
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 Cindy has always loved floral design and took courses 
in Hamilton to become an accredited Design Judge for the 
Garden Clubs of Ontario. Cindy was also an OHA Judge and 
judged at some top-level design shows. She encourages 
Society members to exhibit in shows and has successfully 
entered many of her own designs at the Society, District and 
Provincial level.
 In 2021, Almonte celebrated 100 years as a Horticultural 
Society. Cindy headed a three-year project to renovate the 
garden behind the Mississippi Mills Public Library. A dedicated 
group of town beautification volunteers led by Cindy worked on 
the garden as well as the other planted areas in town. Despite 
Covid-19 restrictions, the garden beds were finished in time for 
the celebration and a beautiful pollinator garden was the result. 
She chooses the bulbs and flowers for the Cenotaph and the 
Main Street in Almonte. Residents and visitors can enjoy the 
vibrant colours of these floral displays.
 Cindy has contributed to the Almonte & District Horticultural 
Society in many ways over the years. She has brought in excellent speakers for meetings and tackled the challenges of 
virtual meetings since the pandemic temporarily pausing in-person meetings to ensure everyone’s safety. In addition, 
she is on the Planning Committee for the 2023 OHA Convention and will be generous with her time and energy as usual. 
Congratulations Cindy!

 Our second recipient of the Award of Merit is Elizabeth Schleicher. Elizabeth 
is a 38-year member and Life Member In Good Standing of the Burlington 
Horticultural Society and a 5-year member In Good Standing of the Oakville 
Horticultural Society. She is a long-term member and Past President of the 
Canadian Rose Society and a member of the Hamilton Burlington Rose Society 
(HBRS). She is currently the Membership Chair, Secretary and Zoom Coordinator 
and Host for the HBRS. Over the last 15 years, she has held every executive 
position on the HBRS Board including President and has been the Chair and 
Schedule Writer of the annual Flower Show for 10 years. She is also a member of 
the American Rose Society, World Federation of Rose Societies, Greater Toronto 
Bulb Society, Regional Lily Society, Etobicoke Horticultural Society and is both a 
member and a 5-year student of the Ikebana School of Design at the Japanese 
cultural centre in Hamilton.
 Elizabeth has a long list of judging credentials and has judged at many shows 
including Successful Gardening, Canada Blooms, Kitchener-WC Shows and 
Districts 5, 6, 7, 9, 15 and 19 OHA AGM and Flower Shows. She is also part of a 
specialized floral design group, “Further Design,” which is aimed at stretching 
the borders of floral design and judging in floral design.
 She has been on the Board of Judges’ Council for 5 years where she assisted 
in running the group responsible for regulating judges and providing ongoing 
education including planning judging schools. She has provided mentoring to students of horticulture and design 
schools for many years and has lectured at official GCO, RBG and OHA sponsored schools. She is very experienced at 
writing flower show schedules and has done so successfully for the Burlington and Oakville Horticultural Societies, 
District 6 AGM and Flower Shows, Successful Gardening Show, the Canadian Rose Society, the GCO Triennial Show and 
the Hamilton Burlington Rose Society. Along with writing the schedules, Elizabeth takes an active role in running the 
shows. She has a special interest in furthering her knowledge of caring for and growing roses and has attended and 
brought back useful information from world flower conventions she has attended.
 Elizabeth is a talented floral and nature photographer and as such, she has photographed entries in many major 
design and horticulture shows and prepared those photos for publication. She has run several workshops at local, 
district and national levels on how to best photograph subjects in nature and to photograph floral designs including 
preparing the photos for entry into virtual flower shows.

Elizabeth Schleicher – Award of Merit 
Photo by Elizabeth Schleicher

Cindy Zorgel is presented her Award of Merit by District 2 
Director Anne Harbord
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 Elizabeth has won many awards at the local, district, provincial and international levels in both design and photography, 
most notably a first-place photo award at the World Rose Federation Conference held in Vancouver in 2009. 
 She has taken several classes and learned how to use Zoom to host meetings locally for the District, the OHA, Judges’ 
Council, the Hamilton Burlington and the Canadian Rose Societies and the Ontario Regional Lily Society. She has also 
held workshops and private classes to teach individuals and perspective presenters how to use Zoom. She is well 
deserving of this award. Congratulations!

Honour Roll
 The Honour Roll recognizes individuals who have gone above and beyond for their Community, Society, District or 
the OHA. This award is currently in transition but does come with a framed certificate to commemorate the occasion. 
This year we have three recipients in this category.

 Our first recipient, Joyce Schlegel, has been a member In Good Standing 
of the Strathroy-Caradoc Horticultural Society for 20 years. During this time, 
Joyce has held several positions on the Board including Secretary, Vice 
President and President. She has also held several Director positions such as 
newsletter, membership, garden tour, social activities and plant sales. Joyce 
was instrumental in establishing a flower show for the Strathroy-Caradoc 
Society. In her role as membership and social prime, she introduced creative 
activities and horticulturally-themed games to engage and encourage 
socializing of existing members with new members. She also promoted and 
organized seed swaps.
 Following is a quote from a Society member: “I remember when I moved 
to Strathroy and wanted to get involved in something that was good for me 
and good for the community. I received mail that listed community events 
and saw the Horticultural Society information. Joyce was the contact. When 
I called her, she shared information about the Society, what it does, what it 
stands for, opportunities available and inspired me to come out to a meeting 
and see what the organization was about. My first night was January 2005 
and I enjoyed it so much I became the Social Director at that meeting. Joyce 
has been a true ambassador for the Strathroy-Caradoc Horticultural Society, 
District 10 and the OHA.
 Joyce joined the Thames Valley District 10 Board in 2013 as District Secretary and then went on to become Assistant 
District Director for London Middlesex. She maintained her roles in her home Society while sitting on the District Board and 
is currently the District 10 Webmaster. Joyce also had an active role in the three OHA Conventions that District 10 has hosted 
and was also a lead for the July 2021 Virtual OHA Convention.
 She has a clear understanding of how the District operates, including the District By-laws and Constitution. Based 
on this knowledge, she provides guidance to the board. Joyce’s webmaster and technology skills are quite evident to 
not only the District 10 Board but to the Societies/Clubs and the OHA as well. Before becoming the Webmaster for the 
District, Joyce had already started to modernize our way of holding District Board Meetings. She researched and trained 
the board on holding virtual meetings which saved time and expenses. She also used her technical skills to create online 
reporting for the District Societies/Clubs. Joyce manages the District presence on the GardenOntario website and also 
coached District Societies/Clubs on how to create their own social presence whether it be on the GardenOntario website 
or on Facebook. She is the go-to person for not only the District but our Societies/Clubs for any technical issues. She 
is a key player for preparing presentations for the District AGM and two workshops per year, and has a great way of 
explaining and presenting topics in an easy to understand format.
 Joyce was a key member of the organizing committee for the 2020 OHA Convention which was cancelled due to 
Covid-19. District 10 agreed to host again in 2021 and in April of 2021, the decision was made to go from an in-person to 
a virtual convention where she moved from a key player to co-lead. Joyce’s skills were well-known and urgently needed 
to accomplish a virtual convention in a short period of time. She took many of the in-person activities and turned them 
into virtual activities such as the speakers, bus trips and garden tours. She also redesigned the Friday night entertainment 
into a fun virtual evening. She provided technical support to other members of the virtual convention team and assisted 
many of the Societies/Clubs with establishing their presence on the virtual platform at the convention. She did not 

Joyce Schlegel – Honour Roll
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shy away from any task that needed to be done, and armed with her communication and organizational skills and her 
positive attitude, completed everything in a timely manner.
 Joyce continues to be actively involved in the District as the Webmaster as well as providing guidance to the new 
District Director and team. Congratulations Joyce!

 Our second recipient is Marie Decker who is a member In Good 
Standing from the Oakville Horticultural Society (OHS) in District 6. 
Marie has given over 20 years of service to the Society and over 10 
years of service to the District. She is a Past President of the Society 
and sat on the executive for many years. She is currently a Life Member 
of the Society.
 Marie has been instrumental in the Floral Design Committee, 
judging, teaching and coaching others in floral design. She played 
a large part in the development of the annual show book and has 
been the winner of many floral design competitions. She has been 
very involved in fundraising activities for the OHS from Miniature and 
Wreath Design Workshops to leadership on the Garden Tour and Plant 
Sale Committees. Her work on the annual Fun with Flowers event has 
ensured the success of this community Family Day tradition and she 
has given countless volunteer hours to behind-the-scenes activities 
such as the Society Awards Committee. Her beautiful and well-
established garden has been a part of the garden tour and may be 
featured again in the future.
 She has been a highly active volunteer within the Oakville 
Horticultural Society for annual activities, the executive board and as 
committee Chair. For example, she has volunteered her home as the 
plant donation depot for the annual plant sale and tends/nurtures the 
massive number of plants in her care until the day of the sale. She is a 
thoughtful and dedicated member, with a regard for others, including picking up and dropping off other members so 
they could attend Society meetings. She is also active in other Societies/Clubs in the GTA.
 Marie has done an excellent job in her role as District 6 Secretary from which she is now stepping down. The Oakville 
Horticultural Society has benefited extensively from her long experience as a member as well as from her involvement 
at the District level and her readiness to attend OHA functions. Marie always encourages others and is a good friend. 
Congratulations!

 The final recipient of the OHA Honour Roll is Elaine Metzger who is a 
member In Good Standing from the Pembroke Horticultural Society in 
District 2. Elaine has been a dedicated member of the Society for over 32 
years and has held a position on the executive from the time she became a 
member. She has been Press Secretary, Treasurer, Secretary, President and 
Past President.
 For the past number of years, Elaine has been the representative from the 
Society on the Pembroke City “Keeping Pembroke Beautiful” Committee. She 
works directly with the manager of Pembroke Public Works to ensure parks 
and downtown planters are always looking beautiful. Her advice on all things 
horticultural for the city’s beautification projects is always sought out as the 
staff respects her knowledge in this area. She is a real “fireball”, always intent 
on finding ways to make worthwhile improvements.
 As a volunteer on the Tree Committee for Pansy Patch Park, Elaine helps to 
choose and plant native species to maintain the park’s historic nature. She can 
always be counted on to take part in the Society spring cleanups in the city 
parks. In addition to this, she orders plants and maintains the flower bed in 
the parking lot of Pansy Patch Park. She was also the person who first initiated 

Elaine Metzger - Honour Roll 
Photo by Sharlene Desjardins

Marie Decker - Honour Roll
Photo by Elizabeth Schleicher
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the planting of flower beds at the Waterfront Park. She continues to contribute many hours towards weeding in the park 
flower beds.
 Elaine is community oriented and likes to involve others in Society projects. She canvasses for sponsors for the bridge 
flower boxes and is insistent that donor plaques are attached. She is frequently seen on the bridge faithfully maintaining 
the flowers in the boxes.
 A keen supporter of Society flower shows, Elaine enters many of the competitions and always encourages others to 
participate as well. She has been heard to say, “I don’t win that many prizes but it’s the participation that counts”.
 Fundraisers are an important part of the success of any Society. Elaine is always determined to see that the Pembroke 
Society flourishes. She is an avid promoter of the Society Giant Plant Sale Fundraiser in the spring. As a member of the 
organizing team, she helps to set-up for the event as well as donates many plants from her garden. In the late fall, she is 
once again a major participant in our Christmas Tea Fundraiser. She decorates tables, bakes and serves at the tea while 
enthusiastically promoting membership at the same time.
 The Youth Gardener Program has been valued as having prime importance to Elaine. In the summer, she volunteers 
to view and judge gardens for the youngsters and provide positive feedback. She always helps to ensure that the final 
harvest celebration for the Junior Gardeners is a success.
 She has attended and supported numerous AGM’s at various Societies/Clubs within the District. She was part of the 
organizing team for the District Flower Show in Petawawa. Two years ago, she was on the committee for the Pembroke 
AGM which was well organized and successful. She is a huge motivator when it comes to large events like AGMs. She 
contributes great ideas and works tirelessly to ensure that the event is a success. She is a silent worker and doesn’t look 
for recognition.
 Elaine has always felt it was important to attend OHA Conventions and bring back new ideas to the Society. She 
enjoyed being a part of many conventions across Ontario. At the 2006 OHA Centennial Convention in Ottawa, it was her 
responsibility to accumulate items and set-up for the silent auction which was very successful. The following day, she 
played the piano for the convention church service.
 She has been the recipient of several awards over the years including the Ontario Volunteer Service Award, Pembroke 
Society Presidents Award, Member of the Year Award and Life Membership Award. Understanding that volunteers need 
to be recognized for their efforts, Elaine has undertaken to submit the names of our Society members who are eligible 
to receive the Ontario Volunteer Service Award on an annual basis. As part of her volunteering efforts in the Pembroke 
community, Elaine works on the organizing committee to arrange summer picnics and games at Pansy Patch Park for 
seniors living in local retirement homes.
 In 2021, Elaine initiated the move to update the Society Constitution. She sat on the committee and was an essential 
contributor to the final product.
 Elaine is easily approachable and available for giving horticultural advice. She is a committed member of the 
Pembroke Horticultural Society and can be relied on for her valuable input when important decisions have to be made. 
Congratulations Elaine!

Trillium/Silver Fir Award
 The Trillium/Silver Fir Award may be given annually to deserving individuals for outstanding service to Horticultural 
Societies/Clubs and/or to the Ontario Horticultural Association for an extended period. There are two recipients this 
year who are extremely deserving of this award and who have gone above and beyond to ensure that the environment 
we live in is protected for future generations.

 Our first recipient, Kathryn Lindsay, is a true environmentalist and tireless volunteer and is a member In Good Standing 
with the Ottawa Horticultural Society (OHS) in District 2. Kathy has given exemplary and effective service at the Society, 
District and OHA levels since 2003. She has been generous with her knowledge, performed hands-on volunteer work, 
organized events and provided leadership in many different roles.
 Kathy has been an OHA Certified Judge for many years and shares her knowledge with other groups. In 2009, she 
served as Treasurer of the Ottawa Region Floral Art Group (ORFLAG) and is still a member and presenter. A significant 
example of her volunteer work has been her efforts to update the Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards (OJES). 
She worked as a committee member with others from the OHA and Garden Clubs of Ontario from 2014 until it was 
published in 2019. This important contribution to how shows are judged required exacting work and travel. It is notable 
that OJES is also used outside of Ontario. She also chaired the Show Committee for the OHA and is a key and founding 
member of its Judging Committee.
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 Kathy was a Director on the Ottawa Horticultural Society board from 
2007 to 2008. She was also a speaker at the OHS and gave a memorable 
presentation about garden labyrinths. At the District level, Kathy was very 
active before she became District Director. She volunteered for the OHA 
2006 Convention that was hosted by District 2 including being the co-
designer and arranger of the centrepieces for the convention banquet. In 
2010, she organized the District 2 Flower and Vegetable Show. Kathy led 
District 2 for five years from 2012 to 2017. Under her leadership, District 2 
thrived with involvement by all of its member Societies/Clubs in District 
events including AGMs, shows, judging updates, Advisory Committee 
meetings and attending OHA Conventions.
 In 2019, Kathy was inducted into the Renfrew Collegiate Institute Wall 
of Achievement. She graduated as valedictorian in 1972 and went on to 
earn a BSc (Biology) from Queens University and a Ph.D. (Biology) from 
Carleton University. These educational milestones facilitated a varied 
career in research, education and public service. She held positions in 
Environment Canada and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Regional Ecology Lab in Corvallis, Oregon. She led a variety of initiatives 
to help shape public policy surrounding wildlife conservation, ecosystem 
sustainability, landscape design and biodiversity risk assessment. In the 
academic year of 1997-1998, Kathy was the first non-American to be 
selected for the LOEB fellowship program at Harvard University’s Graduate 
School of Design. Here, she joined the team of civic leaders from a variety 

of disciplines and world-renowned designers to collaborate on building and revitalizing community structures and 
natural environments. She served as an Adjunct Research Professor in Carlton’s Geography and Environmental Studies 
and Biology Departments from 1997 to 2019, lecturing and supervising student research at Carleton University and a 
variety of other universities in Canada and the United States.
 She has been heavily involved as a Director and program volunteer with the Bonnechere River Watershed Project 
since 2007 and as Chair of the Board since 2009. She has been instrumental in securing close to $400,000 of grant 
funding to establish and support the BRWP website and Facebook page, RiverWatch program, Celebrate Our Rivers 
paddle series, Renfrew County Stewardship Forum, Nature in your Neighborhood series, fostering stewardship through 
the arts and most recently, the Freshwater Partners Renfrew County initiative. Kathy was the recipient of the Ottawa 
Riverkeeper’s 2019 Watershed Community Impact Award in recognition of her dedication and hard work in protecting 
the Ottawa River.
 Kathy is an active environmentalist. In addition to her many accolades, she also did research and wrote the position 
the OHA took against the neonicotinoid pesticides.
 Kathy worked with other members of the Judging Committee to update the Guidelines for Judging Photography 
Shows. During the pandemic, she worked with Anne Harbord to develop extensive guidelines for how to conduct and 
judge virtual flower shows. At the 2020 OHA Virtual Convention, she was one of three presenters at the Judges on 
Judging Update where they explained the new guidelines to other judges who were online.
 Her work as a professor at Carleton University, Environment Canada and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as 
well as her nearly 20 years of volunteer work and fundraising with the Society, District, OHA and the Bonnechere River 
Watershed Project are but a few examples of how she has had a significant impact on her community and the world 
around her. Congratulations!

 The second deserving recipient of the Trillium Award is Catherine Kavassalis, a member In Good Standing of the 
Oakville Horticultural Society (OHS) in District 6. Cathy has been an active member of the Oakville Horticultural 
Society for 22 years and has served on the board in the positions of Vice President, President and Past President. 
She is a passionate environmentalist, arboriculturist, organic gardener and an accomplished researcher and speaker. 
She brings her passion and love of horticulture and arboriculture to members of the Oakville Horticultural Society, 
District 6 of the Ontario Horticultural Association, citizens of the Town of Oakville, the Province of Ontario and beyond. 
Cathy works tirelessly to promote all things environmental and encourages volunteerism within the Society and the 
community of Oakville.

Kathryn Lindsay – Trillium/Silver Fir Award 
Photo by Sarah Freemark
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 Cathy has participated in several OHA-sponsored workshops on 
membership, volunteerism and liability insurance and has been 
instrumental in starting working groups on these and many other issues. 
She is an acclaimed speaker on all topics environmental including insects, 
plant diseases, tree health, herb and vegetable gardening, soil health, 
pollinator gardens and preventing light pollution.
 She has currently written and is bringing a draft proposal to the Province 
of Ontario and the Government of Canada to reduce and closely vet the 
introduction of new invasive plant species and imported plants offered 
for sale in Canada. This would include prohibiting or either phasing out or 
removing invasive plants from the Canadian marketplace.
 Cathy has been personally active in ensuring that Oakville becomes a 
conservation-aware, sustainable healthy community through fundraising 
and participation in several Oakville conservation groups such as Oakville 
Green Conservation Association, Halton Helps, Halton Environmental 
Network, Volunteer Halton, the Oakville Civic League and the Oakville 
Horticultural Society.
 She works closely with the Ontario Heritage Tree Alliance, the Town of 
Oakville Forestry Service and the Ontario Urban Forest Council to protect 
and promote tree heritage in Ontario. She volunteers with “Groundbreakers”, 
a native plant recovery program, to rescue and relocate native plants and 
to plant thousands of shrubs and trees in Oakville community spaces and 
assist with fund-raising ventures.
 Cathy has made presentations to Oakville Town Council to protect 
town greenspace, native plant spaces and urban forests; control invasive 
plant and insect populations; promote an Oakville pesticide ban which came into effect April 22nd, 2009, and create 
a Town of Oakville private tree protection bylaw. She completed a project to ensure that land developers are required to 
leave or return topsoil to areas being developed within Oakville and was instrumental in the passing of the Northeast 
Oakville Trails Plan to protect sensitive landscape and was successful in a bid to prevent the paving over of pathways in 
the Oakville Natural Heritage System, a move which would have damaged the forests and wildlife habitat.
 She completed her Master of Arts degree and her Masters degree in Environmental Education from the University 
of Toronto. She has a B. Ed with a science specialty from York University and a B.A., chemistry specialty, from Holyoke 
University in Massachusetts. She also recently completed her Ph.D. in Integrated Chemistry. She is also a secondary 
school private tutor.
 Cathy has authored or co-authored many articles on environmental issues and biodiversity. She continues to write 
a monthly article for the OHS newsletter. She designed and planted her native plant, insect and animal friendly home 
garden and has been featured on both the “Gardens off Drugs” garden tour and the Oakville Horticultural Society’s garden 
tour. As a Master Gardener, she serves as teacher during these tours to educate the public about good gardening practices.
 She has been a leader and educator in the use of technology, Zoom use and document writing for the OHS and 
District 6. She was in charge of all technical aspects of the 2015 District 6 AGM and workshop and for all technical 
aspects of the 2015 OHA Convention put on by District 6 in Ancaster, Ontario.
 Cathy is responsible for developing a new OHS membership application form and chaired a committee creating 
new marketing materials for use by the Society. She has been responsible for formatting and printing the OHS Flower 
Show Booklet for the past 15 years, and has been instrumental in the completion of all OHS executive and committee 
position job descriptions and has made these available to all OHS members. She developed a template for recording 
volunteer hours and assisted OHS members in using it. In 2015, she spear-headed a committee to completely upgrade 
the OHS Constitution and By-Laws. She has worked hard at recognizing volunteerism and was instrumental in assisting 
the board to plan for an annual volunteer appreciation night. Cathy is truly deserving of this award. Congratulations!

Silver Medal

 The Ontario Horticultural Association Silver Medal is the highest award of the Association. It is given for outstanding 
work in the advancement of horticulture in accordance with the aims of the Association.

Catherine Kavassalis –  
Trillium/Silver Fir Award  

Photo by Elizabeth Schleicher
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 The 2022 recipient of the Silver Medal Award is Brian Carson of the Manotick 
Horticultural Society in District 2. Brian is world renowned as an amateur plant 
explorer. Botanical gardens in North America and overseas have contacted him 
about the rare native plants he has discovered, such as the cherished double 
trilliums and double hepaticas when there were no recorded sightings in Canada. 
He has found and recorded more double trilliums than anyone in North America. He 
also discovered a large colony of terrestrial orchids that were new to North America.
 Brian is passionate about educating people about the Burnt Lands Provincial 
Park, Ottawa’s urban provincial park, established in 2003. The Burnt Lands 
Alvar is a provincially-significant Area of Natural Scientific Interest. Its extensive 
ecosystem supports diverse plant and animal species, many which are provincially 
or regionally rare. Since its inception, Brian has led many horticultural societies 
and other nature groups on tours of the alvar, educating their members about the 
globally significant habitat and pointing out the rare plants that grow in this area 
such as the Ram’s-head Lady Slipper (Cypridedium arietinum). Brian is a sought-after 
speaker on this subject, enlightening people about this local treasure. We estimate 
he has educated several thousand wildlife enthusiasts on this rare ecosystem.
 He has discovered trilliums with zero to five petals and is fascinated by their rare mutations. He has successfully 
reproduced double trilliums which are generally sterile, by cutting rhizomes and removing offsets. He is also separating 
and hand-pollinating the colour variants of Trillium erectum in hopes of developing seed strains. Botanical Gardens at 
home and abroad have contacted him to visit his garden and obtain some of his rare collection to bring back to their 
own gardens. He generously shares his prize plants. He grew over 1000 choice native plants for the OHA Centennial 
Convention held in Ottawa in 2006 as gifts for the attendees and for their fundraising plant sale. Brian was honoured 
by the OHA as the second largest donor to the Convention after Loblaws, in their Circle of Friends. In 2018, he shared 
over 200 double bloodroot plants for attendees at the D2 AGM in Manotick.
 Brian continues to research and propagate rare plants that are difficult to breed. Recently, he propagated Daphnes 
via cuttings with 100% success rate. Many varieties of Lady’s slippers (Cypripedium reginae, C. parviflorum, C. acaule), rare 
Trilliums and double Bloodroot (Sanguinaria canadensis “Multiplex”) are other propagations that Brian has perfected 
and generously shared with others.
 He is a sought-after speaker among horticultural societies and field naturalist groups. Brian is a published garden writer 
and has been featured in many magazines such as Ontario Nature, Spring, 2020. He is a plant explorer and readily shares 
his findings and treasures with others. He is involved with many other garden clubs including Past President of Barrhaven 
Garden Club, Vice President of the Ottawa Rock Garden Society, life member of Stittsville Goulbourn Horticultural Society, 
former director of the North American Rock Garden Society, the Royal Horticultural Society, Scottish Rock Garden Society, 
Alpine Garden Society, Ottawa Cactus and Succulent Group and the MacNamara Field Naturalists. 
 Brian is also an award-winning photographer. He records his rare plant findings in extreme detail to educate and 
share with other societies and the general public. He wins competitions on a regular basis with his photographs of 
plants and natural settings. In 2020, he won best in show at the District 2 photography competition as well as the major 
award at the Stittsville Goulbourn Horticultural Society photography competition.
 In addition to all of his horticultural efforts and interests, Brian enjoys showing people how to build hypertufa pots. 
For the past 15 years, he has conducted workshops on his property for society members and the general public. For 
our society alone, over 100 members have attended his workshops.
 Brian has been a member of the Manotick Horticultural Society for over 40 years where he has served as President, 
established the library, ran plant sales and helped run the beautification program watering all the community gardens 
with his well-equipped truck.
 In 2006, he received the District 2 Service Award. Brian was made a Life Member of the Manotick Horticultural 
Society in 2017. He was recognized in 2018 at the Kingston convention with the OHA Award of Merit for his significant 
contribution to horticulture and the identification of numerous Trillium variants.
 Brian continues to be actively involved in all the many societies to which he belongs. He was on the planning 
committee for the OHA Centennial Convention in Ottawa in 2006 and was one of the first people to volunteer to 
assist with planning the 2023 OHA convention which will be held in Kanata. He is a true asset to his community. 
Congratulations!

Brian Carson – Silver Medal
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Technical Advancement Recognition
 The following Societies/Clubs or Districts received Technical Advancement Recognition Certificates for their efforts 
and initiative to bring technology to their members.

District 6
Manotick HS – D2
Kingston HS – D3

Peterborough HS – D4
East Gwillimbury HS – D5
Markham HS – D5

Pelham HS – D9
Thorold HS – D9
Galt HS – D19

OHA GRANTS
 Each year, the Ontario Horticultural Association awards grants to Societies/Clubs within Ontario to help with 
community beautification in the form of trees, pollinator gardens, community gardens, environmental and special 
projects and more. All of the recipients for 2022 are listed below.

Tree Grants
Cornwall & District HS – D1
Williamstown HS – D1
Petawawa HS – D2
Land O’ Lakes HS – D3
Stirling & District HS – D3
Trenton HS – D3

Peterborough HS – D4
Markham Garden & HS – D5
Delhi & District HS – D6
Haldimand HS – D6
Kincardine and District HS – D8
Ambassador LaSalle HS – D11

Greater Windsor HS – D11
Wheatley HS – D11
St. Joseph Island HS – D13
Schomberg HS – D15
Bracebridge HS – D18

Special Projects Grants
Deep River HS – D2
Pembroke HS – D2

Land O’ Lakes HS – D3
Stratford and District HS – D10

Wilmot HS – D19

Community Garden Grants
Petawawa HS – D2
Tweed & District HS – D3

Peterborough HS – D4 Beeton HS – D16

Seedy Saturday/Sunday Grants
Goderich HS – D8

Pollinator Project Grant
Eganville HS – D2
Petawawa HS – D2
Stoney Creek GC & HS – D6

Ambassador LaSalle HS – D11
Schomberg HS – D15
Collingwood GC & HS – D16

Ayr HS – D19
Galt HS – D19

Youth Grants
Tweed & District HS – D3
East Gwillimbury GC & HS – D5
Haldimand HS – D6

Grand Valley & District HS – D7
Stratford & District HS – D10
Caledon HS – D15

Chinguacousy HS – D15
Etobicoke HS – D15
Wilmot HS – D19

Technical Advancement Grant

Martintown & District HS – D1
Pembroke HS – D2

Trenton HS – D3
Grafton Green Thumbs HS – D4

Thorold HS – D9
Hespeler HS – D19

Youth Project Grant
Ambassador LaSalle HS – D11

The OHA and the Awards Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank all the recipients as well 
as all the nominees for the 2022 award season. It is through your dedication, hard work and perseverance 
to your Societies/Clubs, communities and beyond that great things happen. Congratulations!
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 On a very cold, windy and rainy weekend in mid-June, 2019, the city of 
Thorold placed a plaque, commissioned by the Thorold Garden Club, in 
the Richmond Street Parkette as part of their 90-year celebration as the 
horticulture group in Thorold since February, 1929. 

 Thorold Garden Club is also planning to place banners on the LET’S 
CHAT benches being placed in their newly restored and designed 
Beaverdams Park – a truly multi-generational park for the whole 
community to reopen in June 2022. 

Thorold Garden Club
By Leslie Daniels, District 9 Director, President of Thorold Garden Club

Tony Vandermaas, Thorold’s Town Crier read 
the acclamation by the municipality.
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Summer Tidbits from
Richmond Hill Garden & Horticultural Society (RHGHS)

Submitted by Doreen Coyne, President

 It’s been a busy summer for our Society and we are pleased to share tidbits about 
some of our activities with you in this article.
 First, I want to mention that Sally Hossain was recognized as our Society’s YOTG 
“Garden Hero”. She is an avid gardener and shows leadership in improving the culture 
of gardening in our community as shown by her many efforts for our Society including 
Team lead for maintenance of the Hill 
House Hospice Garden, Team lead for our 
Greenhouse, growing plants for our spring 
plant sale and nurturing that skill within the 
high school’s students, co-ordinator for the 
selection of our 2022 speaker and frequent 
event speaker for local Hospital staff and City-
sponsored public events. Congratulations 
Sally and thank you for all of the work you do 
for our Society!

Lots of garden tours both in-person and in our newsletter: 
• We recently got a sneak peek into Jennifer Pyke’s garden by way of our 

newsletter. Jennifer’s garden is an inviting mix with welcoming flower 
holders, flowers that vary from light pink to deep red, yellow and purple 
as well as a variety of vegetables including zucchini and tomatoes. Not to 
mention her 10-foot sunflower! 

• Open Gates. Heather Ann Lowry and her team, (Marian Robertson-
Baghel, Judy Murray, Karen Kostin, Ingrid Sunar, and Heather Auld) did a 
great job in organizing and executing the 2022 Open Gates event. There 
were 4 public gardens and 6 private homes on this wonderful tour that 
took folks from the north to the south of our City. It took 27 members 
to staff the gardens, each taking a morning or afternoon shift, to allow 
everyone to visit the gardens at no charge in thanks for their efforts. 
Additionally, there were 56 tickets sold to members and the public. We 
received great publicity visits by Mayor David West and Ward 4 Councillor, 
Raika Sheppard, both of whom shared their interest in our Society and 
our event with photos on their Facebook pages and giving our Society 
permission to share their photos on our Facebook page. 

• Like to Grow Vegetables? Take a Look at Paula’s zucchini! Our May speaker, 
Niki Jabbour, gave a presentation titled “Veggie Garden Remix”. It showed 
a terrific variety of vegetables that many of us hadn’t heard of before 
including the Mediterranean Zucchini. After the meeting, member Paula 
Gianasi emailed me with photos of her Mediterranean Zucchini plants.  
Wow! One of these would provide enough zucchini for a family for the 
whole winter! 

• Richmond Hill Blooms. This annual event, a front yard recognition 
program, is organized by the City.  Our Society has been involved for many 
years doing in-person judging of the gardens that the City shortlisted 
from all received nominations. We did that this year as well but also, at the 
City’s request, did the online shortlisting of all the nominated gardens to 

Jennifer Pyke’s Wall Hanging 
Photo by Chris Robart

Garden Hero Sally Hossain
Photo by Joanne Witt,
SNAPD Richmond Hill

Paula’s Mediterranean Zucchini
Photo by Paula Gianasi
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determine the finalists that would be judged in person. The City then asked us to source speakers for four summer 
gardening seminars online. We found them, including some of our members who are also master gardeners. The 
awards to the winners will be held at our Richmond Hill Centre for Performing Arts in mid-September. We sourced the 
speaker for this gala event – Frankie Flowers (Frank Ferragine from Bradford) – much to everyone’s delight.  We’ll also 
have a booth at the event to encourage membership and talk about our Society with all the attendees.

 The year may be more than half over but there is still much to see and do!  Our fall online plant and bulb sales started 
in late August, entries for our Photo Contest begin October 1st with winners announced in December, and our Holiday 
Celebration is planned in early December with food, live entertainment, a hands-on gardening-related craft and more – 
all done as a Hybrid meeting,  
 We’re working hard and having fun doing it.

District 17
Debi Foster, D17 Director 

 Since our April AGM, so ably hosted by the Orono Hort. 
Society, the gardeners of District 17 have been a buzz. Plant 
sales were held, members are sharing their gardens, community 
gardening projects are brightening the towns and vegetable 
donations are helping those dealing with food insecurity. It has 
been a delight to attend some of these wonderful events, and 
better yet, I have had the opportunity to celebrate anniversaries 
and achievements around the District.
 In June, I had the pleasure of presenting the OHA District 
Service Award to Eileen Parry of the Newcastle Horticultural 
Society. Eileen is a vital spark in the NHS and the town of 
Newcastle. She has contributed at the District Level as Secretary 
from 2015 – 2020.  Her sense of humour and “let’s do it” attitude 
are quick to raise spirits and contribute to getting any job done.
 The centennial celebrations for the Orono Horticultural 
Society were delayed until this year when they held a successful 
garden tour and unveiled a new garden as part of the new sign 
welcoming people to town. Brooklin-Whitby Garden Club also 
put off any major commemoration for their 100th anniversary, 
but now that people are meeting together again, it is hoped 
that something can be planned. Beaverton HS held a festive 
BBQ as part of their 100th Anniversary celebrations which the 
members enjoyed.
 Most recently, I was able to join the members of the Pine 
Ridge Garden Club in a special evening lauding their 45 years 
of achievements culminating in the presentation of a 40-year 
service award to Shirley Love, who was quick to point out that it was actually 41 years. (The pandemic delayed so many 
things.) The PRGC members are now creating a new garden at Nestleton Hall which is a focal point of the community 
and where they meet.
 September will see all Societies and Clubs in the District being able to meet in person once again and I am so looking 
forward to being part of the fun!

From Left: Eileen Parry and Debi Foster
Photo credit:  Karen Cashin, Orono Weekly Times
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Ancaster Horticultural Society
Written by Betty Howitt, Program and Publicity Director

 Hello to all our fellow horticultural societies. The 
Ancaster Horticultural Society has been very busy this 
summer.  Starting in early June, June 1 to be exact, 41 
members and guests enjoyed a 1 1/2 hour tour of Whistling 
Gardens led by owner and creator, Darren Heimbecker. The 
forecast for rain did not stop folks from attending and the 
rain held off. As we wandered through the 1200 varieties 
of peonies, Darren spoke about the history of Whistling 
Gardens and the upcoming 10th anniversary celebrations. 
His conifer collection is amazing and includes very rare 
specimens. We ended the tour at the amphitheater and 
listened to music while the fountains danced in time to the 
music.  Ancaster Horticultural Society was one of the first 
groups to tour Whistling Gardens when it opened 10 years 
ago.  It was wonderful to be back and see how it has grown.

 Our last monthly meeting before summer break, as we 
do not meet during July/August, was held off site at Shawn 
& Ed Brewing Company in Dundas. On June 21, 25 members 
and guests toured and tasted at the brewery.  After our brief 
meeting, the manager talked us through their history and 
brewing process. Samples were given out of their four most 
popular brews. We received many compliments about our 
‘new style’ of meeting. It was a fun evening.

 The gardenening crew at Fieldcote Museum has 
been busy working each Thursday despite the heat and 
humidity.  At noon we cool down in the shade of the 
maple trees, enjoying coffee, treats and social time. A big 
thank you to our volunteers who have worked hard to 
maintain the gardens at the Municipal buildings, Brandon 
and Millennium Peace parks. In response to the ‘Year of 
the Garden’ the Ancaster Municipal gardens have turned 
to red. The geraniums, begonias and sunshine impatiens 
are in red blooms picking up the red of the roses in the 
beds. We used big leaf coleus and spider plants to blend 
the all red look. Despite the heat we have managed 
to keep the gardens looking lovely for visitors and all 
the activities which take place at the park and through 
Ancaster during the summer months. (Just a few of these 
are weddings, the Trillium award ceremony and, new this 
year, productions of Shakespeare in the Park.) 

 We nominated Sue 
Groleau as our Garden 
Hero. Sue joined Ancaster 
Horticultural Society in 
1986 and has been active in 
many facets of the Society 
including the Plant Sale, the 
Flower & Vegetable Show, 
the Social Committee 
and the Annual General 
Meeting. What makes her a 
true ‘Garden Hero’, though, 
is her nearly 15 years of 
directing the planning, 
planting and volunteer 
care for the three Municipal 
Garden areas that the 
Society has adopted. In this 
role Sue created working relationships with the City of 
Hamilton and partnerships with local nurseries in order to 

 Ancaster Municipal Building
Photo by Jill Macaulay

Our tour of Whistling Gardens by Darren Heimbecker
Photo by Bob Wilt

Garden Hero Sue Groleau
Photo by Toni Wilt

Our June monthly meeting at Shawn & Ed Brewing Co. 
Photo by Bob Wilt
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source soils, mulches and plants. Each year she planned 
the design and colour scheme for the beds around the 
Municipal buildings and those at Brandon Park and the 
Millennium Garden.  Sue organized member volunteers 
for the spring and fall cleanups, the planting and the 
garden care throughout the summer. At summer’s end 
volunteers were rewarded with a ‘thank you tea’ at her 
home. We wish to honour Sue’s incredible efforts and 
thank her for all that she has done to ‘Beautify Ancaster’. 
Sue is our Garden Hero.

 The Ancaster Horticultural Society’s Trillium Awards 
committee has finished another successful year. During 
the weeks of July 2-17, 265 front gardens were judged, 
as seen from the street, by 40 judges who visited the 
gardens in teams of two. The top 125 properties were 
awarded the coveted Trillium Award during a ceremony 
on the beautiful grounds of Fieldcote Memorial Park and 
Museum on August 16. Each property is scored out of 
100 points.  There were several gardens that received the 
perfect score and this years' cut off was 93 points. Thank 
you to the Trillium Awards committee, consisting of Kelley 
Gowland, Carol Anne Howe, Marilyn Burjan and Carolyn 
Bondarenko for all your hard work and time.  Our mission 
is to beautify Ancaster and this is one way we achieve our 
mission.
 In the near future, we look forward to our monthly 
meetings starting in September. It is wonderful to be back 
to in-person meetings and seeing everyone.
 Cheers and have a wonderful autumn.

Trillium Awards committee members Carol Ann Howe and 
Carolyn Bondarenko Photo by David Puskas

Trillium Awards committee members Kelley Gowland and 
Marilyn Burjan Photo by David Puskas

REMINDER FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE TRILLIUM
Please note that, for photographs that include minors, signed parental permission must be given. 
You don’t need to send the signed papers, but we do need to know that they exist.
Here is the link to waivers on the OHA site:
https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/OHA-Release-Photo-Video-Testimonial-Form-March-2022.pdf
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Clinton Horticultural Society
By Izzy Siebert, Submitted by Vivienne Roy, Photos by Angela Smith

Awards Presented at Annual Flower Show

Jeannette Martin, second from left, who has been with 
the Clinton Horticultural Society for 36 years, received the 
District Service Award at the Society’s annual Flower Show 
Aug. 19. Pictured from left are District 8 director Karen 
Redmond, Martin, Mayor Jim Ginn, MPP Lisa Thompson and 
Horticultural Society president Nancy Scriver.

 It hasn’t been an easy summer for gardeners and farmers 
alike, yet the Clinton Horticultural Society displayed 
beautiful blooms beneath the grandstand at Clinton 
Raceway. Their annual Flower Show was held Aug. 19.
 The tables were packed with over 175 unique entries 
in many categories which ranged from single blooms to 
beautiful arrangements of all sizes. Last year, there were 
11 exhibitors and that number climbed to 16 this year 
which was great to see. Jeannette Martin won the highest 
points across all categories.
 Exhibitors could also enter things other than cut flowers 
including potted plants, delicious looking produce and 
photography.
 Sue Bird was first in the photography category, while 
Ellis Layton took top prize in four categories for Junior 
Gardener.
 The Toonie Cafe also made its return. People enjoyed 
tea and snacks as they sat to visit with friends. An 
additional cause for celebration was that two members of 
the club received prestigious awards.
 Jeannette Martin, who has been with the Horticultural 
Society for 36 years, received the District Service Award. 
The plaque is provided by the Ontario Horticultural 
Association and was presented by Karen Redmond, 
District 8 director. Each club nominates one member and, 
from these nominations, one winner is chosen in each 

district per year. There are 18 societies in District 8 and 
Martin was chosen from among these nominations.
 Martin first exhibited in the flower show in 1985. 
By 1988, she had begun to get more involved in the 
Horticultural Society, taking on leadership roles as the 
years continued. At different times, Martin has been the 
director, secretary, assistant-treasurer and president of 
the club.

Karen Tait, third from left, was recognized as the Garden 
Hero of the Year. From left are Horticultural Society president 
Nancy Scriver, Deputy Mayor Dave Jewitt, Tait, and 
councillors Marg Anderson and Alison Lobb.

 She has given talks about flower arranging, rhubarb, 
edible flowers, and has even hosted a flowerpot workshop 
at her place. Martin is more than qualified for this award, 
thanks to her involvement with community activities such 
as the Clinton Spring Fair.
 Karen Tait was also recognized with an award and was 
named the Garden Hero of the Year. This title was created 
by Gardens Canada to celebrate the Year of the Garden 
2022. Every gardening group in the country can nominate 
one winner. The Horticultural Society chose Tait, who has 
been a faithful member for 43 years.
 These years have been packed full with different 
responsibilities and roles. In 1982, Tait became the junior 
gardener leader for three years. Since then, she’s served as 
president, treasurer and director, spending several years 
in each role.
 The Flower Show itself has been indebted to Tait, who 
has helped with it for 10 years. In the community, Tait has 
cared for gardens throughout town including Sloman 
Park. It’s no wonder the Horticultural Society named her a 
Garden Hero.
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The Clinton Horticultural Society's Annual Flower Show

 Many people were in attendance to see the award 
winners receive recognition for all their hard work and 
dedication, including family and friends of the recipients. 
Also in attendance were MP Ben Lobb, MPP Lisa 
Thompson, Mayor Jim Ginn, Deputy Mayor Dave Jewitt 
and other council members, including Marg Anderson 
and Alison Lobb.
 President Nancy Scriver says the Clinton Horticultural 
Society always welcomes new members. Their next event 
will be Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the Clinton Arena in the 
Libro Hall. Wendy Chapman from Bluewater Recycling will 
be delivering a talk. Everyone is welcome.

Article previously published by Clinton News Record

Hillsburgh Horticultural Society and Garden Club
Submitted by Connie Bienia

Never Too Young To Start
 Hillsburgh Horticultural Society and Garden Club is celebrating our 70th 
year anniversary in 2023. We are busy participating in so many events this 
summer to let our community of Hillsburgh know we are here not just for our 
annual plant sale but to encourage people of all ages to get their hands dirty 
and grow something amazing.
 At two of the events, we offered a “Succulent Bar” where visitors to our 
booth chose a pot and added stones to the bottom for drainage because we 
all know that “hens and chicks” don’t like to get their feet wet. Next, we added 
some soil and then chose from our selection of Hens and Chicks which ones 
they wanted to add to their pots and then finally they added a gnome or fairy 
garden item to their pot.
 Our first day’s event got the attention of not only the children but 
their mothers and even grandmothers who would make them for their 
grandchildren. We reached out to all generations leaving everyone with a 
smile of accomplishment.
 When we were invited to the Hillsburgh Family Day event, we decided once 
again to offer our “Succulent Bar” to our visitors. Being a family day event was fantastic as we started off with 22 pots 
of 2 different sizes, a tub of Hens and Chicks, a tub of soil and, of course, a return of the gnomes and fairy garden items 
from a local discount store. We were greeted by kids of all ages and they were so keen on doing a make-and-take of a 
pot of Hens and Chicks. It was a FREE event that was a big hit. We did receive some financial donations which we greatly 
appreciated. We greeted the parents of these future gardeners and farmers and informed them about what activities 
we do throughout the year such as guest speakers, 3 workshops a year with paid membership, plant sale, garden tours 
and outings just like this one. To say it was a success is an understatement. By the end of the day, we ran out of pots so 
the children potted up plants in the small pots we were using as scoops. The Hens and Chicks were all but gone and so 
were the gnomes and fairy garden items. So if you want to bring attention to one of your garden club outings, do what 
we did and you will put a smile on everyone’s faces and yours, too.
 Our society had 71 members at the start of 2022 and now we have over 100 and we are reaching out again to all ages 
including youth members who have joined our club.
 We are fortunate to have a great Zoom coordinator as a member who has kept our club running strong throughout 
the Covid-19 pandemic. We were able to continue to offer great speakers, kits for our workshops were made up/picked 
up and we shared on our Zoom screen. Even our plant sale was on our facebook page that year. It’s so great to once 
again be able to have gatherings of all ages join in on our gardening events and reaching out to those young eager 
future gardeners and farmers. Thank You!!
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Massey Horticultural Society District 13
Submitted by Sheelagh MacDonald 1st V/P

Photos by Sheelagh  MacDonald 1st V/P and Silvana Borsato-Espinosa President

Our Plant Sale June 18th, 2022 at Art in the Park in Massey
 President Silvana Borsato-Espinosa, husband Fernando and 
member Simon, our youngest and best salesman, Benjamin at the 
sale, VP Sheelagh MacDonald did rock painting with young people at 
the Art in the Park. Some rocks sold! Students made two planters for 
the park and we planted the flowers.
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Sudbury Horticultural Society 
Welcome to My Garden

Written by Lora Clausen, Board Member                             Photos courtesy of Wayne Hugli, SHS President

 An exciting new opportunity was presented to the 
Sudbury Horticultural Society this year by Eastlink TV, 
Sudbury's local cable television network, looking to co-
produce and pilot a new TV program titled ‘Welcome to 
My Garden’. 
 The series will entail six 30-minute episodes featuring 
unique and beautiful gardens throughout the City  
of Greater Sudbury that will be aired later this fall or 
early 2023. 
 Society members quickly pulled together to identify 
a variety of noteworthy gardens and their owners to 
highlight in the series.  Filming took place throughout 
July and August featuring several gardens that had taken 
part in previous years' garden tours with additional  
'how-to' segments being filmed in September.
 The series will include interviews and a walk-through 
with the garden owners as they tour the viewer through 
their gardens, sharing the history and their inspiration 
as they cultivate and enjoy these special places with 
their community.   
 Whether utilitarian and homestead-inspired, 
pollinator gardens to ponds, art in the garden, scree and 
rock gardens, and even community gardens that bring 
together opportunities for intergenerational social 
activities, the series will be sure to delight viewers with 
an inside look at the vision, hard work and dedication 
to celebrate the beauty in nature from our very own 
backyards in Sudbury!

Linda Hugli Interview with Linda Hugli

John Street Pakr Filming

John Street Pakr Filming
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Gloucester Horticultural Society
Written by Maria Sievers           Photos by Maria Sievers

Gloucester Horticultural Member Denise Kennedy Recognized By Local School

 For those of you who know, Denise 
Kennedy is a force to be reckoned with. After 
a long stint as Secretary of the Gloucester 
Horticultural Society, Denise needed a new 
project. In 2019, she noticed a neglected and 
immense garden at the Riverview Alternative 
School in her Ottawa neighbourhood. On 
her own initiative and with the help of some 
intrepid volunteers, she started to adopt the 
garden and was soon encouraged by the 
school's staff. Due to Covid-19 protocols, 
Denise and her co-workers had to limit their 
gardening to weekends and after school 
hours. In addition to her hands-on work, 
Denise submitted grant applications to the 
OHA for a tree and project grant and received 
some financial support from her society as 
well.
 When Denise first started to label the 
plants at the school in order to help with 
identification, the outdoor education 
teacher in particular took notice and began 
to use the garden beds and emerging plants 
for educational purposes.
 Each of the Grade 3 students was invited 
to choose a section of the garden to study in 
greater detail. They sketched what they saw, 
added some colour and took measurements 
of the plants they observed. Week after 
week, they compared their sketches to those 
of the previous week and began to really get 
to know “their” plant.
 In June, staff and the outdoor education 
students held a special recognition ceremony 
in which Denise was presented with thank 
you cards and a special wall plaque for 
her leadership. Visitors who attended the 
ceremony could attest that the students 
learnt about tulips, echinacea, hollyhocks, 
weeding and watering. It was obvious that 
they had developed a sense of caring and 
pride for their school garden.
 Great initiative, Denise!
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Ennismore Garden Club
Submitted by Gail Murray                      Photos by Susan Newton and Gail Murray

 Ennismore Garden Club is always busy keeping the 
many community gardens enhancing the community 
with design and eye-catching colour.
 Our July meeting was a pot luck supper at our new 
Secret Garden. The Secret Garden is really coming 
along well and we will send more pictures of it when 
completed, probably next summer when all the plants 

we transplanted this year have had a rest over the winter and are thriving next year. Ian Deslauries took the lead on this 
project and has done a marvellous job. Thanks Ian.
 Our Club does not have a meeting in August, just the Directors meet to get the fall work lined up, AGMs organized 
and Christmas fundraisers discussed.
 Ennismore is a Bee Friendly Community and you will see lots of Pollinator Gardens around the community. Rain has 
been scarce in our neck of the woods this year but by using lots of our favorite mulch Barnyard Gold and native plants, 
we have kept the “pollinators” thriving and happy. I am including some photos of the pollinator gardens around. Oh and 
I forgot, we are still planting trees in our community as we try to do our part at helping climate change. Yup, they remove 
carbon dioxide from the air and release oxygen into the air. And have you heard about “forest bathing”? It’s a real thing, 
you can even take a course in it.

Hope you enjoy the pictures. Happy fall everyone from Ennismore.
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2022 Fun in the Sun Contest Winners
Submitted by 2022 Youth Committee

 On behalf of the OHA Youth Committee, we would like 
to extend a huge thank you to everyone that entered. A 
wonderful, creative job was done by all and choosing the 
winners was a difficult task.
 We are pleased to display the 6 winners here for you: 3 
for the Sprout category and 3 from the Bloomers category. 
1st Prize: $15.00, 2nd Prize: $10.00, 3rd Prize: $7.00.

 Please take note of the creativity and show them to 
your kids as we would like to run this contest again next 
year and hope for even more entries.
 The contest began on July 8th and ended on August 8.
 The Artist that donated her talent and created the 
artwork used in this contest was Anne L’ecuyer and we 
will be forever grateful.

Class D (Bloomers): 65 & Up

 Class A (Sprouts): 6-11

1st: Charlotte Daniels
Thorold D9

2nd: Lochlan Daniels
Thorold D9

3rd: Addison Carrigan
Haldimand D6

1st: Sharon Slack
Haldimand D6

2nd: Jan Dugdale
Ambassador LaSalle D11

3rd: Beverley Laffey
Chinguacousy Garden Club D15
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Haldimand Horticultural Society
Submitted by Barb Wilson, Publicity

 The Haldimand Horticultural Society is pleased to have 
welcomed many new members this spring and summer. 
Our membership is now at 193.
 The Society volunteers have been busy and we have 
had a very productive season. Thank you to all members 
for your assistance with our achievements.
 Garden of the Month: a monthly winner was awarded 
by the Haldimand Horticultural Society, May through 
August with a special designated sign placed in front 
of the property. The garden of the Month recognized 
Haldimand residences whose property had aesthetic 
appeal and inspired others to take pride in their yard or 
gardens.
 Our Society members were busy in June creating a new 
pollinator garden in the Burke Estates Park in Caledonia. 
Community members as well as many birds, bees and 
butterflies have been enjoying the variety of plants.
 “Blooming on the Grand”, our annual garden tour 
was held in July and featured gardens in the Selkirk and 
Hagersville area. Thank you to all our volunteers who made 
our tour a success and to the gardeners who opened their 
gardens for the weekend.
 This spring and summer, our “Green Gardians” youth 
program has been very successful. River Heights Public 
School in Caledonia partnered with HHS to create raised 
vegetable gardens at the school. The students filled the 
beds with soil, planted vegetable seeds and maintained 
them all summer. The group has produced a bountiful of 
harvest of beans, tomatoes, pumpkins and other healthy 
vegetables to share with the community. 

 Two of our youth members, Addison and Lily, entered 
the Fun in the Sun contest sponsored by the OHA Youth 
Committee. Congratulations girls!
 Six large planters were purchased and 2 each placed 
and planted with flowers to beautify the communities of 
Cayuga, Hagersville and Caledonia.
 The Year of the Garden in Canada is being marked 
by recognizing “Garden Heroes” who are improving 
the culture of gardening. Two of our members, Sharon 
Slack and Catherine McGill, are both proud recipients 
of this award from the Ontario Horticultural Society. 
Congratulations to you both. 
 On July 1st in Caledonia, the HHS participated in the 
Canada Day Parade. A truck and trailer were decorated 
and a team of volunteers including some of our “Green 
Gardian” youth members handed out candy and flyers 
along the parade route.
 The HHS Barbeque was well attended in July. Thank 
you to President Elsie for hosting. It was a beautiful day for 
sitting in the shade and enjoying an afternoon with HHS 
friends in her beautiful garden setting.
 The HHS  “Poppy Campaign” is  an ongoing project to 
collect enough knitted & crocheted poppies to make a 
display for the November Decoration Day in Caledonia. 
Currently we have 1631 poppies. Thank you to our many 
generous volunteers who have been busy creating them.
 We hope everyone has had a wonderful summer 
enjoying their gardens and all the gardens in their 
communities – and just like that, summer falls into 
September!

Planting the Pollinator Garden at Burke Estates in Caledonia   
Photo by Barb Wilson

Two of the Big Flower Pots
Photo by Sharon Slack
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Youth
Submitted by the OHA Youth Committee and Catherine McGill, Youth Chair        Photos by Barb Roth  

Reta Caldwell Award* Winners – Haldimand Green Gardians
 The Youth Group for the Haldimand Horticultural Society was the 
brainchild of members interested in branching out toward the future of 
our society. We identified the aspiration to pass life skills to the younger 
persons of our community. These skills will enable them to be self-
sufficient as adults. To fulfill this goal, the Green Gardians were created. 
We continually collaborate with the youth to better understand their 
interests and needs.
 We have accomplished many of our goals. Donning our lime green 
T-shirts, we have practiced our hands-on gardening when we built 
a pallet community garden at the Ron Clark Memorial Walkway. Our 
youth members named this garden after a dragon – Akira (meaning 
sunlight) and brightly painted the outside of the garden box. We had 
all our meetings at the community garden site and concentrated on 
planting, weeding, suckering the young tomato plants and identifying 
local plants that grow in the riverside environment. We also enjoyed 
the honour of watching and protecting a turtle nesting area and eating 
S'mores on the riverbank using a flowerpot as our heat source. Yummy! 
The most enjoyable activities were the bug hotel construction and the 
garden rock painting and taking part in the Canada Day Parade with the 
older society members.
 The goal was to pass on our knowledge and the love of gardening to 
our youth members in an open, friendly and relaxed environment.
 Upcoming ideas for future activities include tree to table projects, 
apple crisp, relish, squash soup, vegetable medley soups and jams.
 Still to come this year, we are scheduling dried flower arranging, 
Halloween crafts using natural articles, bird seed Christmas 
ornaments, bean seed soaks, water garden vase for fish and planning 
for our spring garden.
 We have collaborated with two primary school teachers which lead a 
garden box planting experience using our wood pallet garden design.

(Yes Gardians is spelt correctly.)
Some of the youth painting the  

Akira Community Garden

*Reta Caldwell Youth Environmental Award
Sponsored by Oro-Medonte Horticultural Society

$100 to be awarded annually to either a Youth Group or a Horticultural Society  
creating a Youth Environmental project/event.  

The project can be activities such as:

· School Garden
· Start-up for a new youth program (not a youth group)
· Having a speaker at a school geared to youth at a school or special event,  

on an environmental theme
· Building a bee house, purchasing butterfly larvae, praying mantis hatching, etc.

Although not limited to these items, the project must have an environmental and youth focus.

Building a Bug Hotel
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Simcoe and District Horticultural Society Flower Show
Written by Dee Wheeler, Secretary                  Photos by Dee Wheeler

 After three years, the Simcoe and District Horticultural Society was 
finally able to proceed with their annual flower show. The Lynnwood 
Arts Centre graciously opened their doors as the perfect venue to 
hold this year’s show. As in past years, this 1851 Greek Revival home 
and national historic site made for a beautiful backdrop to present this 
year’s show with many divisions and classes. The centre is in Simcoe, 
the heart of Norfolk County, and is known for its art exhibits and 
children’s programs. The horticultural society’s gardeners have spent 
endless hours this past year, cleaning up, replanting and nurturing the 
beautiful beds framing the front of the centre and the gardens looked 
stunning the day of the show.
 Friday August 12th found a flurry of volunteers setting up the foyer, 
main great room and enclosed sun porch for anticipated entries in 
over 80 classes. Entries were dropped off Saturday between 8:30 and 
10:00. Judging took place from 10:00 to 1:00. General public viewing 
was from 1:00-3:00. Pickup followed general viewing. Divisions 
included annuals, perennials, foliage, vegetables, floral arrangements 
and photography. There were 141 entries. At least 85% of the classes 
had an entry and many with multiple entries. Carolyn Hooper was the 
judge and meticulously judged each class, leaving numerous notes 
with encouraging and helpful hints for participants. The day was a 
success but, more importantly, it was wonderful to have one of the 
yearly events return with great attendance.
 The Simcoe and District Horticultural Society has met and exceeded 
many of the Covid-19 challenges but are proud to have moved 
through 2022 with well-received guest speakers at general meetings, 
a spring plant sale, beautiful community gardens, well-attended 
garden tour and are looking forward to finishing the year with our 
Joint Horticultural meeting with the three other societies in Norfolk 
County, September bus trip and another group of guest speakers.
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Thunder Bay Horticultural Society
By Diane Couch – Secretary and Garden Visits Coordinator

Photos by Diane Couch

Garden Visits
 This was our first in-person garden visit since 2019. For the last two years, we had done virtual garden visits by sending 
out a photo array of each garden to our members via email, as well as posting videos and photos to our Facebook page.
 The 5 homes were all along Hwy 130, a rural area of Thunder Bay. The gardens were open for viewing from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm on Saturday, July 30th. It was a beautiful day to take in some wonderful gardens. Everyone that came out had 

such nice comments about the homes they had visited.
 The gardeners and garden greeters got together on Monday, 
August 1st to meet their neighbours and visit each other’s gardens. 
They had a great time and spent the whole day visiting.
 Next year being our 100th Anniversary, I am already in the 
process of planning 4 garden visits over the entire summer. So, 
stay tuned if you may be in the Thunder Bay area next summer.

Garden bed at the home of Jack Green

Diane Couch having 
fun with Bugs in the 

Sculpture Garden  
of Renato

Photo by Wilma Wood

Gardeners and Horticultural Volunteers pose for photo  
at one of the homes                      Photo by Shirley Robson

Front garden at the home of Kathy Zandstra

Waterfall at home of Brian and Pat LazorFront entrance area of Elsie and Mike Petryna’s home
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Bath Gardening Club

What’s Happening in Bath
Submitted by: Pat Chown

Photography by: Dave Bryant, Carol Cartier, Mary Drinkwater, Paul Jepson, Don Taylor

 Our Fall submission is dedicated to the many adventures of our local gardeners, 
to our friends the bees locally and internationally and pollinator flowers.
 We start by taking a look at bees that are native to Canada and those that are 
not. Here are some interesting facts from https://ontarionature.org/12-new-fed-sar-
bumble-bees-blog/. Canada is the home of over 800 native species of bees. 400 of 
these are found in Ontario. 16 of these 400 are bumble bees. Native bumble bees 
(genus bombus) are not the same as honey bees (apis genus). Honey bees are not 
native to Ontario, they arrived in North America from Europe in the 17th century. 
Honey bees are managed by humans for their honey production. 
 Both bumble bees and honey bees are pollinators. Climate change threatens 
native bees by creating conditions favourable to some invasive species, which 
leads to the spread of disease and increased competition. Honey bees, which are 
not native to Canada, have evolved to feed from native plants best so they can 
outcompete native species for food. The primary cause of bumble bees’ population 
decline is habitat loss and land fragmentation along with pesticide use. In other 
words, human behaviour is driving the decline. In 2020, the Committee on the Status 
of Endangered Wildlife in Canada identified two species of bumble bees “at risk”. 
The American bumble bee and Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee that freely foraged our 
grasslands have decreased significantly in numbers due to fragmentation of their 
habitats as industrial and agricultural developments expand.  
 As a Gardening Club, we recognize the importance of our native bees and 
our butterflies. We encourage pollinator planting to help keep our pollinator 
population viable.  

Janice Firth’s Garden
 Janice’s garden is awash with colour and 
insect activity. We know that one out of every 
three bites of food we consume depends on 
pollinators like bees, butterflies, moths, birds, 
bats, beetles, and other insects. Our ecosystem 
rests on the tiny backs of these pollinators – 
a big burden for their little shoulders to bear! 
They are in decline and need our help. Janice 
has included a list of top pollinator flowers 
you can grow in your garden: Borage, Butterfly 
Bush, Coneflower, Cow Parsnip, Dahlia, Daisy, 
Goldenrod, Lavender, Marigold, Milkweed, 
Snapdragon, Sunflower, Dandelion (Yes, 
Dandelion, you read this correctly!)
 And now a word about honey bees! For 
information and trivia check out the following 
link: https://honeycouncil.ca/industry-overview/bee-facts/
 Honey bees have been producing honey from flowering plants for 10-20 million years. Approximately 25,000 to 100,000 
bees live in a hive. In order to produce 454g of honey, a bee must tap 2 million flowers. A hive of bees can travel up to 
88,500km in order to produce 454g of honey. One worker bee, whose average life span is 6 weeks, produces about 0.8g of 
honey in her lifetime. A honeybee travels approximately 24km/hr. Wine made from fermented honey is called mead. 
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It’s All About Honey Bees! A local Bath couple bring hope to Dominica!
 Carol Cartier and her partner Pete Burrell, as part of the Rotary International delegation, visited Dominica in March 
to help the local population revive their island after having been devastated by Hurricane Maria in 2017. Her story is 
not only heartwarming, it provides us with an insider view into how important it is to work together and being forward 
thinking about our ecosystem. Here is Carol’s story. 

    
 We know that as pollinators, bees play a big part in our ecosystem. They support the growth of trees, flowers and 
other plants which serve as food and shelter for creatures large and small.
 After Hurricane Maria devastated the Caribbean Island nation of Dominica, the local Rotary Club in Portsmouth 
reached out to Rotary Clubs in Canada with a plan to replace lost pollinators through an international project designed 
to provide beekeeper training and equipment to 30 local islanders. The Rotary Club of Kingston raised money and 
contributed to this project and four of our club members travelled to Dominica in March to observe and help. 
 Partnering with the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) IsraAid, thirty applicants were selected from throughout 
the island and a seven-day training program was developed to ensure all would end up with a good understanding of 
the basics of beekeeping.  
 Training that consisted of a number of phases was conducted in two widely separated locations in the country to 
allow for more people to participate. First, local carpenters were hired to train the participants in constructing their own 
beehives to the exact industry standards required. Next, a few of the local existing beekeepers presented instruction 
on the theory of how to keep bees, emphasizing the lifecycle of bees, the various marketable products bees produce, 
optimal placement of hives and the peculiarities specific to this small island of Dominica. The following day, the 
participants had the opportunity to put their theoretical knowledge into practice when they visited actual hives. There 
were a few stings, but all walked away with vastly increased knowledge of, and respect for, these industrious insects.

 More classroom instruction on marketing and labeling the various 
“bee” products was given by local business and government personnel. 
Quality control and high health standards was always a focus. Armed with 
knowledge and skills, the participants decided to form a cooperative to 
assist one another with problem solving during the initial setup of their 
hives and to share marketing strategies for optimum sales once their hives 
began to produce. 
 In addition to the basic boxes that they constructed on their first day 
of training, these new beekeepers were provided with purchased frames 
(which fit inside the boxes and upon which the bees build their combs) 
and all the other equipment required including bee suits, gloves, boots, 
smoke generators, specialized tools and of course, the Queen bees.
 It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and excitement the participants 
displayed throughout this project and we have been receiving continued 
reports on its progress and challenges from the many friends we made in 
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this beautiful island.   There is a deep sense of satisfaction 
one feels after participating in a project like this and seeing 
for oneself the difference it makes to other’s lives. This is 
just one example of how our local Rotary Clubs are helping 
make the world a better place.

Village Gardens: Congratulations to one and all for 
another wonderful planting and growing year. At times, 
with the heat and lack of rain, it felt as though we were 
constantly trying to play catch up. But when called upon, 
people responded and helped with extra weeding, 
additional watering and support. We have many red 
flowers to highlight the Year of the Garden and the year of 
the colour RED. The Gardening Club wants to send a special 
thanks to Adam and Dave Bryant for all of their effort 
watering our gardens this summer. The job of maintaining, 
weeding and watering in the village was hot and at times 
frustrating but at the end of the day, everyone did their 
best. We thank all of the people who stopped by while we 
were working to offer their support. Your kind words are 
deeply appreciated.

Bath Canada Day Parade is back!
 Weeks before the Canada Day Parade, the Gardening 
Club Float Committee under the leadership of Wendy 
O’Neill began designing and building a float based on 
the theme: “Planting Seeds for Change”. After a difficult 
two years with Covid-19 monopolizing our lives, the 
Committee wanted to convey a positive message to 
symbolize the actions that each of us could take to make 
our community a healthier, more inclusive and more 
sustainable place. In keeping with this theme, Garden 
Club members walked in the parade wearing seed packets 
as sandwich boards. Congratulations and thank you to 
Brandon Andress who donated a flatbed, Ron Andress 
who drove the truck and to our group of Gardening Club 
volunteers: Mary Willing, Sue Nilsson and her grandkids 
Molly and Maggie McConnell, Bonnie Fredenburgh, Mary 
Drinkwater, Melanie Myers, Liz Humphries, Roxanna 
Beddington, Sue Hewko and Wendy O’Neill.
 Stay tuned for more exciting news from Bath in the next 
submission!
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Brockville & District Horticultural Society
Submitted by Danielle Laurier, Past President

It has been a very successful and busy summer for the Brockville & District Horticultural Society (BDHS)

 
 In June, we had the pleasure of being hosted by Gemmell’s Garden Centre on the occasion of their 90th anniversary 
celebrations and were also entertained by a floral design artist, Jennifer Harvey. Jennifer created many arrangements 
and offered tips on how to create floral designs. These were auctioned off to a packed room. It was a great fundraising 
event for the Society.
 BDHS raised community support through outreach at the Brockville Farmers’ Market on July 9. The sun was shining, 
the temperature was perfect and there were lots of people. Our volunteers attracted 9 new members.
 Also in July, Harmony Farms hosted our summer outing. Harmony Farms utilizes the principles of regenerative 
agriculture. All food is grown and harvested without the use of chemicals. Many of the vegetables are grown from 
heirloom and perennial seed. Their animals are free to 
graze and forage in open pastures. Their holistic approach 
to small scale farming helps mitigate the effects of climate 
change. The owners did a terrific job of explaining and 
engaging members to think about farm to table food 
and non-use of chemical fertilizers. We saw the gardens, 
orchard, sugar bush, barnyard and forest/pasture area 
where they raise heritage pigs and farm goats.
 In August, we held our annual tour of members’ 
gardens. Rosedale Retirement Residence, the Spreckley 
gardens and Butler’s Creek Community Gardens were 
showcased. It was a great summer day enjoyed by all with 
stories about former BDHS member Juanita Cameron 
who tended the gardens at Rosedale until she was 91, the 
history of the 100-year+ old property of the Spreckleys 
and the garden allotments of participating gardeners at 
Butler’s Creek.
 Our summer program was to end with a walkabout of a 
country garden with a hidden waterfall. The property has 
been returned to nature after hard work and removal of 

Floral design artist, Jennifer Harvey Harmony Farms outing

Tour of members’ gardens – Spreckley property
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Pine Ridge Garden Club
Written by Helen Nicolaou and Norma Haney, Photo by Libbi Hood

 Members of the Pine Ridge 
Garden Club chose to celebrate the 
Year of the Garden with a members-
only garden tour as a way of 
sharing their love of gardening. On 
July 16 and 17, fourteen members 
opened their gardens.  Visitors were 
rewarded with displays of window 
boxes and planters filled with 
brilliant red impatiens, geraniums 
and begonias to name a few, and 
established flowerbeds with bursts 
of red annuals tucked in amongst 
perennials. Initially, not all members 
were keen on using red flowers 
in their plantings. However, after 
trips to garden centres offering an 
abundance of choices, members 
eventually learned to appreciate 
the added brilliance created when 
using flowers in varying shades of 
red in their landscape designs. With 
the weather co-operating on both 
days, some members chose to view front gardens and displays without leaving the comfort of their cars while others, 
wishing a full tour, were welcomed to leisurely stroll through the gardens and take advantage of an opportunity to 
exchange ideas with the gardener. The tour was a great success and enjoyed by all. 

metal waste from land that was once a historical landfill site.  Unfortunately, the tour was cancelled due to weather but 
will be offered again next year.
 Each month during the gardening season, the Society recognizes beautiful gardens with the title of ‘Garden of the 
Month’.  Awards this year were given to Gurmell Gill of Ford Street, Bonny Lamont of 2nd Concession Road, and Helena 
and Klaas Bolt of McLean Blvd. W. in Maitland.
 Our fall session returns in September with speaker events on pruning, eradicating invasive plants and our AGM and 
potluck dinner.

Gurmell Gill Bonny Lamont Helena and Klaas Bolt

Garden of the Month winners

Garden of Allen Loyst
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Canadian Garden Council Proudly Announces
100 Garden Moments of Canada

OTTAWA – To celebrate and honour Canada’s Year of the Garden 2022 and mark the 100th anniversary of the Canadian 
Nursery Landscape Association, the Canadian Garden Council has identified 100 Garden Moments of Canada that have 
contributed to the development of Canada’s garden culture and its ornamental horticulture sector. 
 The 100 Garden Moments of Canada, announced during Garden Days leading to National Garden Day, June 18th, 
are the foundation of the Canada’s Garden Hall of Fame, a legacy project of the Year of the Garden 2022 to honour and 
celebrate events and Canadians that have contributed to Canada’s garden culture. 
 "The Year of the Garden 2022 is being embraced in ways we could not have imagined," says Alexander Reford, President 
of the Canadian Garden Council. "We want to inspire Canadians, celebrate our country’s rich garden heritage and help grow 
important legacies for a sustainable future. Canada’s Garden Hall of Fame will help us to celebrate our unique garden culture." 
 People, in what would become Canada, have gardened long before Confederation. Since 1867, everyday people, 
gardeners, botanists, civic leaders and dreamers have created a wide variety of public, private, and botanical gardens, 
publications, horticultural societies and commercial enterprises in communities across the country. We have planted 
memorial gardens for those lost in wars, brought life to train stations along rail lines connecting East and West with 
gardens, and bred unique and beautiful plants suited to our landscapes and conditions. With fairs, festivals and formal 
celebrations, innovations in cultivation, new breeds of flowering plants and hardy trees, Canadians have valued gardens 
and gardening as ways to bring beauty into our lives and enhance their quality of life in so many ways.
 Additions to the Canada’s Garden Hall of Fame will be announced annually in celebration of our National Garden Day, 
held on the Saturday before Father’s Day. 
 “Whether you already enjoy gardening, recently discovered the pleasure of gardening because of the pandemic, or want 
to get more involved in Canada’s blossoming garden culture, this is a year to celebrate,” says Minister of Canadian Heritage, 
Pablo Rodriguez. “I am delighted to honour Canada’s Year of the Garden 2022 with the 100 Garden Moments of Canada that 
have contributed to the development of Canada’s garden culture.”
 “Rural and urban communities are returning to the soil. Gardening encourages a connection to the land and a passion 
for food and floriculture” said Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food. “On their 100th anniversary, our 
government encourages everyone to support the Canadian Garden Council and the Canadian Nursery Landscape Association 
to celebrate 2022 Canada’s “Year of the Garden”.
 For the full list of Garden Moments of Canada, selected by a national jury, led by Dr. David Galbraith, of the Centre for 
the Canadian Historical Horticultural Studies and with the support of Know History, and more info on National Garden 
Day, Garden Days and the Year of the Garden 2022, visit: www.yearofthegarden.ca/ 
 Follow the Year of the Garden 2022 on Facebook and Instagram. 

About Year of the Garden 2022  
 The Year of the Garden 2022, a Centennial Celebration of the ornamental horticulture sector, commemorates Canada’s 
rich garden heritage, celebrates today’s vibrant garden culture and creates legacies for a sustainable future. The Year of 
the Garden 2022 invites Canadians to ‘Live the Garden Life’ and will permit members of Canada’s Garden-Family to 
make them aware of the products, services, and experiences available to them to enhance their passion, their love, 
their engagement and their contribution to Canada’s garden culture. To date, this initiative has received broad support 
from all branches of the Garden-Family and the corporate community. The Canadian Garden Council is working to 
facilitate the participation of all Garden-Family members and of every Canadian, no matter where they are. The Year of 
the Garden 2022 is supported by its Founding Partners: Canadian Nursery Landscape Association, Canadian Ornamental 
Horticulture Alliance, Canadian Society of Landscape Architects, Québec Vert, Garden Centres Canada, Communities in 
Bloom, Les Fleurons du Québec and Founding Sponsors Scotts Canada, Premier Tech, Proven Winners. 
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About Canadian Garden Council 
 Founded in April 2014, the Canadian Garden Council is a not-for-profit corporation that fosters awareness and 
development of Canada’s garden culture. Council membership reflects partnerships among all sectors of the horticulture, 
public garden, gardening, tourism and associated industries on a municipal, provincial, territorial and national basis, 
enabling the Council to address the full range of issues facing the garden experience sector. Our Vision is to champion 
the garden experience sector’s contributions to the well-being of Canadians, the sustainability of our communities and 
to promote the joys and benefits of gardens, gardening, urban and municipal landscapes and living green infrastructure. 
For more information, please call: Stephen Murdoch, Vice President, PR, M- 289-241-3997, Twitter: @canadianprguy

100 Garden Moments of Canada
 In the Year of the Garden 2022, we have chosen to recognize 100 Garden Moments of Canada that have contributed 
to the development of our garden culture and the ornamental horticultural sector in Canada since 1867.
 Produced under the direction of the Canadian Historical Horticultural Centre and with the support of Know History, 
this list will serve as the basis for the creation of the Canada’s Garden Hall of Fame, an important educational legacy of 
the Year of the Garden 2022.
1867–1900
· 1867: Halifax Public Garden opens in Nova Scotia
· 1868: Canadian Wild Flowers (book) published by 

Catharine Parr Traill and illustrated by Agnes Dunbar 
Fitzgibbon

· 1872: First gardening book published in Canada by 
Delos White Beadle

· 1873: 19th Century Cemetery Gardens are a trend
· 1874: Fredrick Law Olmsted commissioned to design 

Mount Royal Park, Montreal, QC
· 1874: Ontario Agricultural College founded in Toronto, 

later moved to Guelph, ON
· 1878: First Canadian Horticulturist magazine published 

by the Fruit Growers’ Association of Ontario,  
St. Catharines, ON

· 1879: Gardens in front of Parliament Buildings 
completed; designed by landscape artist Calvert Vaux, 
Ottawa, ON

· 1879: The Allan Gardens were open as the Toronto 
Horticultural Society Gardens, Toronto, ON

· 1883: First Arbor Day in Canada was celebrated in 
Quebec

· 1886: Government of Canada enacted the 
Experimental Farms Act, establishing the Central 
Experimental Farm including arboretum and gardens, 
Ottawa, ON

· 1886: Maison Dupuy & Ferguson, first seed business in 
Quebec, founded by Alexandre Dupuy (Place Jacques 
Cartier), Montreal, QC

1900–1910
· 1901: Gardens at Fulford Place completed, designed 

by Olmsted Brothers. Estate later designated National 
Historic Site of Canada, Brockville, ON

· 1901: The Mayflower is proclaimed as the provincial 
flower of Nova Scotia, a first in Canada

· 1902: The Canadian Garden: A Pocket Help for the 
Amateur, published by Annie Jack, first Canadian 
gardening book written by a woman

· 1903: William Lyon Mackenzie King started beautifying 
his Estate, now known as the Mackenzie King Estate 
Gardens, Gatineau, QC

· 1904: The Butchart Gardens started by Jennie Butchart, 
Victoria, BC

· 1906: Ontario Horticultural Association founded
· 1907: Canadian Pacific Railroad formalized program for 

railway gardens at stations, following informal creation 
of many gardens in the 1890's

· 1908: National Battlefields Parks, home of the Jeanne-
d’Arc Garden, established as a national park,  
Quebec City, QC

· 1908: Royal Roads University Botanical Gardens 
opened, Victoria, BC

· 1909: Assiniboine Park opened with several formal 
gardens, Winnipeg, MB

1910–1920
· 1911: Government House Gardens created, Victoria, BC
· 1913: Howard and Lorrie Dunington-Grubb founded 

Sheridan Nurseries, Sheridan, ON
· 1913: Landscaped gardens added to Stanley Park by 

City of Vancouver, BC
· 1913: Reader Rock Garden, a National Historic Site, 

opened, Calgary, AB
· 1913: The grounds and gardens at Government House 

and Saskatchewan’s Parliament Buildings, designed 
by Thomas Mawson, epitomized the Edwardian 
trends of the City Beautiful Movement, the Garden 
City Movement, and the École des Beaux-Arts of Paris, 
Regina, SK

· 1913: The Rose Society of Ontario was founded in 
Toronto; later renamed the Canadian Rose Society

· 1915: Morden Experimental Farm (Research Centre) 
founded, site of many plant breeding programs, 
Morden, MB

· 1916: University of British Columbia Botanical Garden 
opened, Vancouver, BC
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· 1919: George C. Creelman lily bred at Ontario 
Agricultural College by Isabella Preston, first 
professional woman plant hybridizer in Canada, 
Guelph, ON

1920–1930
· 1922: Canadian Horticultural Council formed as a 

national trade association
· 1922: Eastern Canada Nurserymen’s Association formed; 

became Canadian Nursery Trades Association in 1968, 
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association in 1998

· 1925: Manitoba Hardy Plant Nursery opened - and 
Frank Leith Skinner began serious plant hybridization, 
eventually introducing 248 hybrids of ornamental and 
fruit species, Dropmore, MB

· 1926: Reford Gardens started by Elsie Reford,  
Grand-Métis, QC

1930–1940
· 1931: Montreal Botanical Garden opened to the public, 

Montreal, QC
· 1932: International Peace Garden opened,  

Boissevain, MB
· 1932: The Rock Garden opened to the public, first part 

of Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, ON
· 1934: Canadian Association of Landscape Architects & 

Town Planners formed with nine founding members, 
today known as Canadian Society of Landscape 
Architects

· 1935: Publication of Brother Marie-Victorin’s La Flore 
Laurentienne, Montreal, QC

· 1936: Niagara Parks School for Apprentice Gardeners, 
forerunner of the Niagara Parks Botanical Garden and 
School of Horticulture, opens, Niagara Falls, ON

1940–1950
· 1943: BC Council of Garden Clubs was founded
· 1944: Started in WWI, Victory Gardens peak in WWII 

with more than 200,000 Victory Gardens across Canada 
produced 57,000 tonnes of vegetables

1950–1960
· 1950: Milner Gardens and Woodland opened, 

Qualicum Beach, BC
· 1953: Canadian Tulip Festival founded, Ottawa, ON
· 1954: Odell Park and Arboretum founded,  

Fredericton, NB
· 1956: The Prairie Garden magazine founded,  

Winnipeg, MB
· 1959: University of Alberta Botanic Garden, opened 

to the public under the name of Devonian Botanic 
Garden, Edmonton, AB

1960–1970
· 1960: The Nitobe Memorial Garden at the University 

of British Columbia was established, designed by 
Japanese landscape architect Kannosuke Mori, 
Vancouver, BC

· 1964: University of Guelph’s BLA begun as Canada’s 
first university program in landscape architecture, 
Guelph, ON

· 1965: Canadian Botanical Association founded at a 
meeting at Carleton University, Ottawa, ON

· 1967: Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden opened, 
Lethbridge, AB

· 1967: Simon Fraser University Arboretum founded, 
Burnaby, BC

· 1967: The Canadian Prairie Lily Society was founded
· 1968: First Explorer Rose (“Martin Frobisher”) 

introduced to commercial horticulture by Felicitas 
Svejda of the Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa, ON

· 1969: Bloedel Floral Conservatory opened, Vancouver, BC
1970–1980
· 1970: The Arboretum at University of Guelph was 

established, Guelph, ON
· 1970: Chatelaine’s Gardening Book published, one of 

Canada’s first mass how-to-garden books
· 1975: VanDusen Botanical Garden opened to the 

public, Vancouver, BC
· 1975: Les Jardins de Quatre-Vents was founded by 

Francis Cabot, La Malbaie, QC
· 1976: Muttart Conservatory established, Edmonton, AB
· 1977: Memorial University of Newfoundland Botanic 

Garden, founded as Oxen Pond Botanic Garden,  
St. John’s, NL

· 1978: Fédération des sociétés d’horticulture et 
d’écologie du Québec, founded

· 1978: Roger-Van den Hende Botanical Garden opened 
in Quebec City, QC

· 1979: The Centre for Canadian Historical Horticultural 
Studies established by the Dunington-Grubb 
Foundation and Royal Botanical Gardens,  
Burlington, ON

1980–1990
· 1980: Cullen Gardens and Miniature Village opened, 

Whitby, ON
· 1980: Floralies Internationales, Canada’s first 

international horticultural exhibition, Montreal, QC
· 1981: Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens opened, 

Annapolis Royal, NS
· 1981: Canadian Orchid Society founded
· 1981: Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden opened, 

Vancouver, BC
· 1983: Rhododendron Garden opened (renamed 

the Brueckner Gardens in 2008 to honour master 
rhododendron hybridizer Dr. Joseph Brueckner), 
Mississauga, ON

· 1985: Canadian Wildflower Society founded; coincided 
with publication of first issue of Society’s WILDFLOWER 
magazine

· 1985: Le parc Marie-Victorin inaugurated,  
Kingsey Falls, QC
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· 1985: Master Gardeners program founded
· 1987: The Canadian Horticultural Therapy Association 

founded to promote gardening as a way of improving 
human well-being and mental health

· 1988: Canadian Gardener television program on CBCTV 
begun

1990–2000
· 1990: Urban Wild Gardens became a trend
· 1991: Fleurs, Plantes, et Jardins magazine founded
· 1991: The David Douglas Botanical Garden Society 

was founded to develop garden in partnership with 
University of Northern BC, Prince George, BC

· 1992: Villes et villages fleuris founded, today named 
Les Fleurons du Québec, a garden competition

· 1993: New Brunswick Botanical Garden opened, 
Edmundston, NB

· 1995: Communities in Bloom held its first Canada-wide 
competition featuring entries from 29 municipalities

· 1995: Vancouver’s first public rooftop garden designed 
by Cornelia Oberlander for Vancouver Public Library 
Central Branch, BC

· 1996: A Canadian court ruled that “natural gardens” are 
constitutionally protected freedom of expression in the 
Sandy Bell case

· 1996: Canada Blooms created by Landscape Ontario 
and The Garden Club of Toronto, ON

· 1996: Jardin Daniel A. Seguin opened, St. Hyacinthe, QC
· 1997: Canadian Hemerocallis (Daylilies) Society was 

founded
· 1998: Canadian Peony Society was founded

· 1998: Fanshawe College Botanical Gardens were 
founded, London, ON

· 1998: Kingsbrae Garden created by Lucinda Flemer, 
opened, St. Andrews by-the-Sea, NB

· 1999: Yo-Yo Ma Music Garden awarded to Toronto, ON

2000–2022
· 2000: Groundswell Community Greenhouse and 

Gardens founded as Columbia Valley Botanical 
Gardens, East Kootenays, BC

· 2000: Historic Governor’s Garden recreated at the 
Chateau Ramezay, residence of 18th C. Govenor Claude 
de Ramezay, Montreal, QC

· 2000: Inaugural Mosaïcultures Internationales was 
held, Montreal, QC

· 2000: Olds College Botanic Garden opens, Olds, AB
· 2002: Harriette Irving Botanical Garden opened to the 

public, Acadia University, Wolfville, MS
· 2003: Toronto Botanical Garden formally established, 

Toronto, ON
· 2007: The  Garden (Indigenous Health 

Research and Education Garden) began operation as 
Indigenous knowledge educational and research facility, 
University of British Columbia Farm, Vancouver, BC

· 2017: The Garden Promenade officially opened, 
75 gardens across the National Capital Region, to 
celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Confederation, 
Ottawa, ON

· 2020: Pandemic Gardening emerged during Covid-19 
Pandemic

 For more info - info@gardencouncil.ca

OHA’s 19 Districts

18 Month Calendar
Submitted by Katharine Smyth, OHA Past President 

 The OHA 18 month calendar has been 
printed and if you did not get an opportunity 
to order one, please let me know at: 

katesmyth4@gmail.com 
and I can send you a calendar for $25.00 
plus shipping which includes the tax for the 
calendar. These calendars would make great 
Christmas gifts, door prizes at your annual 
general meetings or a special gift for that 
someone who has everything.
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District 2
Submitted by Anne Harbord, OHA Director, District 2

Summer and Edibles Flower Show at Ottawa City Hall – August 20, 2022
“THANK YOU for bringing us out of our pandemic isolation 
and bringing joy and inspiration into our lives with such a 
beautiful flower show.”        Elaine Petermann, Nepean HS

 The District Flower and Edibles Show, held on August 
20th at Ottawa City Hall, was a new venture for us as we 
partnered with the first Annual Ottawa Garden Festival to 
be the closing event for this special week. Thanks to the 
generosity of Councillor Rawlson King (Rideau-Rockcliffe), 
we were able to stage the Flower Show in Jean Pigott Place 
at Ottawa City Hall.
 The Flower Show was beautiful with 26 entrants from 
ten societies participating. It is believed to be the largest 
in-person District flower show to be held this year in the 
province.
 We had a steady flow of people looking at the Flower 
Show all afternoon, some experiencing a Flower Show 
for the first time. Many people inquired about how to 
join a Gardening Society near them, so the newly minted 
D2 Brochure was given to interested people along with 
words of encouragement. All D2 members who were 
associated with the Flower Show assisted in some way in 
the afternoon.
 The floral design demonstrations by Judy Fine and 
Helen Halpenny were well attended by local residents 
and families of the local Garden Heroes. The six designs 
formed the main part of the Silent Auction, along with a 
hypertufa Dish Garden by Brian Carson and a special cactus 
developed by Elsie Reford donated by Brian. Funds raised 
will go toward the expenses for the next D2 Flower and 
Edibles Show in 2024. There will be no District Summer 
Flower and Edibles Show in 2023 as we will be hosting the 
OHA 2023 Convention from July 21-23.
 A big “thank you” goes out to Madeline Archer for the 
many hours spent organizing the show and David Archer for 
organizing and setting up the staging as well as the many 
volunteers who helped ensure the show was a success.  Also, 
many thanks to the Ottawa Garden Festival for their media 
promotion and the banner in Ottawa City Hall to promote 
the Flower Show.
 We would like to thank our sponsors: Michel Gauthier - 
Director, Gardens Ottawa; Year of the Garden 2022; Ottawa 
Garden Festival; Roger and Anne Harbord; Councillor, 
Rawlson King, City of Ottawa, who all helped make the show 
possible. 

Design Table                      Photo by G. MacQuarrie

Show Table                      Photo by G. MacQuarrie

Fairy Garden                      Photo by A. Harbord
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Flower Show banner      Photo by A. Harbord

BIS Design Judy McGrath (Pakenham) 
Photo by Brian Bellevue

From left to right: Ottawa City  Councillor Rawlson King (Rideau-
Rockcliffe); Show Chair, Madeline Archer; District 2 Director, Anne 
Harbord; Mayor Jim Watson; Michel Gauthier, Director, Ottawa Garden 
Festival; and Daniel Richer, Ottawa Town Crier. 

Photo by Brian Bellevue

OHA District 2   Summer Flower and Edibles Show 2022
Show Summary

Winners of the Special Flower Show Awards 
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District 2
Submitted by Anne Harbord, OHA Director, District 2

District 2 and City of Ottawa Garden Heroes Celebration
 As part of the festivities around our District 2 Flower and Edibles Show and the first Annual Ottawa Garden Festival, 
we recognized every Garden Hero that was nominated in District 2 as well as those nominated by other horticultural-
related groups in the City of Ottawa. 
 Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson and Councillor Rawlson King addressed the crowd, then Michel Gauthier. Director, Ottawa 
Garden Festival, and Anne Harbord, OHA Director District 2, conducted the presentation of the Garden Hero certificates 
and mementos. 
 Gardens Ottawa provided the book “Gardens Canada – Live the Garden Life”, an anonymous District 2 member 
provided all Garden Heroes with a beautiful rare Double Bloodroot and the Ottawa Garden Festival provided a 2022 
Year of the Garden Lapel Pin. The following Garden Heroes were honoured:

Debra Bellevue (Smiths Falls) receiving 
her Garden Heroes Certificate from 
Michel Gauthier.

Photo by Brian Bellevue

Michel Gauthier and Eileen Hunt, 
Garden Hero for Maplelawn Garden, 
Richmond Road, Ottawa.

Photo by Kath Thompson

  Society Garden Hero
 1. Almonte & District David Hinks

 2. Carleton Place & District Linda Bartlett

 3. Eganville & Area Val Collins

 4. Madawaska Valley Julie Zurakowski

 5. Manotick Sharon Smith

 6. Nepean Jayne Huntley

 7. Ottawa HS Heidi Geraets (Posthumously)

 8. Ottawa Valley Rock Garden Dorothy Tol

 9. Pakenham Toby Barratt

 10. Pembroke Jenny Bucholtz

 11. Perth & District Richard Catchpaw

 12. Petawawa Lois O’Brien

 13. Smiths Falls Debra Bellevue

 14. Stittsville Goulbourn Arlene Rowe

 15. West Carleton Garden Club Ken Sala

 16. Whitewater Gardeners (Beachburg) Eleanor McLaughlin

 17. District 2 Anne Harbord

 18. Lanark Master Gardeners, Perth Helen Halpenny (Almonte)

 19. Ottawa Cactus and Succulent Group Brian Carson

 20. Friends of Maplelawn Walled Garden Eileen Hunt

 21. Gloucester HS (OHA District 1) Fran Dennett

 22. Bel-Air Butterflyway Garden Jennifer Gautrea 

 23. Barrhaven Garden Club Mary Anne Jackson-Hughes
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District 2
Submitted by Anne Harbord, OHA Director, District 2

Gardens Canada – Live the Garden Life

The Royal Botanical Gardens 
where most Judges spend their 

time either training or setting up 
and entering shows. My second 

home for over 30 years.

Rideau Woodland Ramble 
in Burritt’s Rapids, winner of 
the Canada 150 Destination 

Garden Centre.  
They have amazing hostas and rare 

perennials for sale.

District 2 will be selling this beautiful book to raise funds for their expenses related to hosting the 2023 OHA Convention 
in Ottawa next summer at Brookstreet Hotel, Kanata. Contact District 2 Director, Anne Harbord at anneclark.flowers@
gmail.com or call her cell at 613-850-8022 to order a book for $39.95. Shipping costs may be incurred but every effort 
will be made to deliver to the Fall and Spring OHA Board meetings or to organize for pick up.

“Live the Garden Life” book photos 

 by Anne Harbord

Next OHA 50/50 Draw
A new 50/50 Raffle started on 

September 17th.

Don't miss your chance to get tickets for this draw!
Get your tickets here:

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha 

 50% of all proceeds go towards Keeping 
Ontario Beautiful and supports education for 
youth and adults.
 It also supports environmental programs, 
awards and grants assisting with pollinators, 
tree planting and community beautification as 
well as post secondary scholarships.
 Thank you everyone for your support and 
for sharing the raffle information on your social 
media pages and to your members.
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 Wow, where did the summer go? Don’t we find ourselves 
saying that every year? It seems as we get older the summers 
go by quicker. This summer was a real challenge to us 
gardeners with the long-stayed heat and drought that most 
areas received. Here in LaSalle, we found it hard to keep the 
plants in our community gardens, where we grow food for 
the LaSalle Food Bank, watered. Sometimes, morning and 
late evening were mandatory requirements. But we were 
successful with the delivery of tomatoes, garlic, swiss chard, 
peppers, egg plant and lots of beans and radishes. 
 During the summer, our society looks for great front 
gardens which spruce up the neighborhood and bring joy 
to gardeners' and non-gardeners' faces. The homes that 
do this are nominated for a Trillium award which is a white 
trillium-shaped metal sign in which the year is stamped 
out. These prized signs are given to the owners of these 
properties at our September general meeting. We include 
a thank-you note, certificate and a sign 
for each winner. After our ceremony, we 
have a presentation on Power Point of all 
the homes and what they had to offer in 
plants, in flowers, plus signs, stones, and 
ornamental objects. It was quite fun. 
 In July, we celebrated our “Christmas in July”, which was 
a fully-paid chicken, pasta dinner with all the trimmings 
and some desserts from members. The month of July, we 
usually do a potluck dinner of sorts but since we couldn’t 
have our Christmas dinner last November due to Covid-19 
restrictions in eating and serving, we moved it to this month. 
It was fun to finally eat amongst our gardening buddies. 
 Late into August, we came to the completion of our 
1st and largest project which was a pollinator garden in 
which our youth and members of the society worked 
hand-in-hand to complete in some hot and challenging 
days. This garden was situated on a 170-foot berm with a 
canoe adorning the centre. It was a gratifying project for 
the kids and members and we took lots of photos. One of 
our pollinator grants will be applied to this project, now 
that it’s nearing completion come late fall with a few more 
perennials to put in. 
 In September, we will begin our second pollinator garden 
in a park here in town. This one will only be 10' by 20', with 
two trees on either side. These trees were also granted 
and we couldn’t be happier to start this project without so 
much heat. We have all the plants ready that we have been 
caring for over the summer to put into this garden. They 
were purchased at great sale prices in the “end of season” 
sales in July. Wish us luck!

LaSalle Horticultural Society
By Jan Dugdale, President and Public Relations Officer                Photos by Jan Dugdale
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 A special ceremony was held at the Centennial Garden in Schomberg recently, where King Township resident, Barbara 
Niemeyer was awarded the OHA's (Ontario Horticultural Association) highest award, the OHA Service Award for District 
15. Barbara O'Malley, the director of District 15, which encompasses 15 Horticultural Societies, was on hand to present 
this very deserving award to long time member, Barb Niemeyer. Also present were Dorothy Wood, treasurer for District 
15, Lucia Rostirolla, Secretary for District 15 and Eleonora Schmied, Assistant District Director.
 Barb has been a member of the Schomberg Horticultural Society for over 33 years. As such, she is a member of the 
executive committee in the role of director of the garden tour, which has seen a steady increase in attendees from far and 
wide. When a member of the King Chamber of Commerce, she was the chair for the Community in Bloom Committee. As 
such, she drove the judges around all of the King communities and ultimately King Township won the highest award of 
5 blooms in their category. While on the same board, 
she championed the owner of Melo Landscaping 
to donate the huge engraved stone that is now a 
significant landmark in the Centennial Garden at the 
corner of Main Street and Hwy 27. She consulted 
with structural engineers, graphic designers and 
landscapers to come up with the current design 
that greets everyone coming into Schomberg. Barb 
designed and oversaw the implementation of the   
V-shaped garden at the old arena. Dwarf cedars 
form the V-shape and rocks complement the sombre 
design. Barb and her husband Klaus have opened 
their gardens to garden tours and hosted volunteer 
appreciation BBQs at their home. Barb is also a board 
member of the Schomberg Agricultural Society and 
is in charge of the flower show at the Schomberg 
Agricultural Fair. She was helping with the hot 
chocolate and waffle station at the Main Street 
Christmas event for many years.

Schomberg Horticultural Society
Submitted by Susan Zweep          Pictures taken and text written by Eleonora Schmied

Schomberg Horticultural Society member, Barb Niemeyer receives  
province-wide recognition for her volunteering and service to the Community.

A new pollinator garden and bug hotel was unveiled at the 
Centennial Garden for the Schomberg Community to enjoy.
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Contact:

Shawn LaPalm

Non-Profit & Charity Insurance

The Co-operators

1-888-712-2667

shawn_lapalm@cooperators.ca

Additional information regarding the OHA insurance plan 
 can be found at:

https://gardenontario.org/resources/#insurance

Insurance Queries?

 While the list of accomplishments is long, Barb is a quiet, reliable leader who does not boast about her accomplishments 
and she is encouraging collaboration with community groups, such as Arts Society King, the Community Farm and 
the Township of King. The appreciation for her service to the Schomberg Horticultural Society and the King Township 
Community at large is evident, as she received the Schomberg Horticultural Service Award in 2021. Many thanks to Barb 
for all of her dedication and service.  Many Society members were present when the award was handed out and they 
were all invited for a socially distanced meet, greet and mingle at a member’s garden afterwards. 

http://
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OHA Contact Information 
OHA Officers
President   Charles Freeman president@gardenontario.org
1st Vice President  Sharlene Desjardins vp@gardenontario.org
2nd Vice President  Vicky Culbert vp@gardenontario.org
Secretary   Kelly Taylor secretary@gardenontario.org
Treasurer   Marian Heil treasurer@gardenontario.org
Past President and PP Council Representative Katharine Smyth pastpresident@gardenontario.org
Southern and Western Regions Representative Catherine McGill district6@gardenontario.org
Northern and Eastern Regions Representative Sandra Mazur district14@gardenontario.org

OHA Directors
District 1 - Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott, Russell, 
 Stormont, Grenville and the eastern 
 portion of the city of Ottawa Susan Ramsay district1@gardenontario.org
District 2 - Lanark, Renfrew and the western and  
 central portion of the city of Ottawa Anne Harbord district2@gardenontario.org
District 3 - Frontenac, Hastings, Leeds, Lennox 
 & Addington, Prince Edward Brad King district3@gardenontario.org
District 4 - Haliburton, Northumberland, 
 Peterborough, Victoria  Patty Carlson district4@gardenontario.org
District 5 - Toronto East, York Region East Cindy Scythes district5@gardenontario.org
District 6 - Brant, Halton, Hamilton, Norfolk Lianne Krane district6@gardenontario.org
District 7 - Dufferin, Wellington Counties Kathy Bouma district7@gardenontario.org
District 8 - Bruce, Grey, Huron Counties Karen Redmond district8@gardenontario.org
District 9 - Haldimand, Niagara North, Niagara South Leslie Daniels district9@gardenontario.org
District 10 - Elgin, Middlesex, Oxford, Perth Dian Chute district10@gardenontario.org
District 11 - Essex, Chatham-Kent, Lambton Counties Sandra  Rammelaere  district11@gardenontario.org
District 12 - Cochrane, Timiskaming, North Nipissing Billie Rheault district12@gardenontario.org
District 13 - Algoma, Manitoulin, Sudbury Denise Berg district13@gardenontario.org
District 14 - Kenora, Rainy River, Thunder Bay Sandra Mazur district14@gardenontario.org
District 15 - Peel, York Region West, Toronto West Barb O’Malley district15@gardenontario.org
District 16 - Simcoe County Barbara Collinson district16@gardenontario.org
District 17 - Durham Region Debi Foster district17@gardenontario.org
District 18 - Parry Sound, Muskoka, South Nipissing Nancy Thompson district18@gardenontario.org
District 19 - Regional Municipality of Waterloo Kathy Pearson district19@gardenontario.org

Other OHA Contacts
Awards Co-ordinator  Sharlene Desjardins awards@gardenontario.org
OMAFRA Rep.  Natalie Beckford natalie.beckford@ontario.ca 
Convention Registrar  Donna Hussey registrar@gardenontario.org
OHA Historian  Malcolm Geast history@gardenontario.org
In Memoriam  Marilyn Cox inmemoriam@gardenontario.org
Judging School Co-ordinator Jim Mabee judging@gardenontario.org
Judges’ Registrar  Sharon Nivins judges@gardenontario.org
Supplies/Speakers  Rose Odell gardenshopsupplies@gmail.com
Trillium Editor  Laura Masterson editor@gardenontario.org
Website Coordinator  Tim Lascak webmaster@gardenontario.org
Youth Chair & Youth Competition Chair Catherine McGill youthchair@gardenontario.org
Co-operators Insurance Rep. Shawn LaPalm shawn_lapalm@cooperators.ca
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Complete our online donor form: https://gardenontario.org/donation-form/ or complete this form and mail to: 
Ontario Horticultural Association, 56 Glen Cannon Drive, Stoney Creek, ON L8G 4E1

DONATION REQUEST FORM
DONOR INFORMATION

My donation is (please select one):  Personal  Company   In Memoriam

Company/Society Name (if applicable): 

Name: First  Last 

Address: 

Email:   Phone: 

DONATION INSTRUCTIONS

This donation is to be used to:

  Support grants, awards, convention, community initiatives, website and the general operations of the association

  Donate to the OHA In Memoriam Fund (supporting Tree Grants). For more information about In Memoriam 
  donations, email inmemoriam@gardenontario.org or phone 905-476-3000

  Name of deceased person:  Year of death: 

  District # (if applies):  Do you wish to have it recorded in the OHA In Memoriam Book?   Yes  No
  Do you wish to have the deceased person’s name acknowledged at the OHA convention?   Yes  No
  Do you wish a family member to be notified?   Yes  No 

  If yes, complete the following: Relationship to the deceased: 

  Name: First  Last 

  Address: 

  Other: 

DONATION AMOUNT & PAYMENT
Payment Method:  E-Transfer treasurer4oha@gmail.com  Cheque Payable to: Ontario Horticultural Association
   Debit or Credit by Paypal
Please choose your donation amount (Minimum $25 for inclusion in the OHA In Memoriam Book):

  $25  $50  $100  $250  Other Amount                 Total Donation                 

DONOR AUTHORIZATIONS

Permission & Acknowledgment: Please indicate if you give the OHA permission to publish your name and/or company 
name on marketing materials, our website, on social media, in print, at our convention or in the OHA newsletter. For 
company contributions, we would be happy to also add a link to your website from ours.

  Yes, I give you my permission to use my name as listed above.

  No, I do not give you permission to use my name as listed above.

https://gardenontario.org/donation-form/
http://
http://

