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THE ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION
OUR VISION: The Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) will create a supportive
environment for gardeners of all ages. We will foster the growth of our member
Societies/Clubs and encourage the use of eco‐friendly horticultural practices to promote
the production of food, the beautification of our communities and the conservation of our
environment.
The Ontario Horticultural Association is a volunteer, charitable organization whose mission is to
provide leadership and assist in the promotion of education and interest in all areas of
horticulture and related environmental issues in Ontario, through an expanding network of
Horticultural Societies/Clubs dedicated to the beautification of their communities. The Ontario
Horticultural Association pursues its mission by:
•

Providing grants for trees and community beautification projects throughout Ontario.

•

Developing programs in the areas of conservation and the environment, youth and
horticulture.

•

Providing support to its member Horticultural Societies/Clubs in the form of shared
insurance plans, promotion, speaker lists, procedure manuals, volunteer recognition,
projects, event and websites.

•

Holding an annual general meeting at the convention and providing educational
opportunities for members.

•

Publishing items of a horticultural or environmental nature such as the Trillium newsletter,
the Pollinator Brochure and the Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards.

The Ontario Horticultural Association depends on the support of its members and charitable
donations to carry out its work. You are encouraged to support the OHA as a volunteer by joining
an affiliated Horticultural Society/Garden Club or by making a charitable donation.

Societies/Clubs Are Keeping Ontario BeautifulTM
There are 268 affiliated Horticultural Societies/Clubs in Ontario hard at work Keeping Ontario
BeautifulTM. The projects include a wide variety of activities like beautifying local parks, planting
boxes in downtown areas and creating and maintaining public gardens around government
buildings, hospitals, health and hospice centres.
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2021 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The year 2021 was extremely challenging for the OHA and
for all of the affiliated Societies/Clubs. The challenges of
learning new technologies, dealing with all of the guidance
regarding properly navigating the COVID pandemic meant
that we all had to adjust our ways of thinking about the
operations of the Societies/Clubs and the OHA.
As with every volunteer organization, the OHA and the
Societies/Clubs went through (1) a decline in membership
numbers, (2) the ability to serve the communities was
adversely affected, (3) some degree of financial difficulties
and (4) the number of volunteer hours contributed to the
communities was reduced. These challenges have served
to make the Societies/Clubs even more resilient and
dedicated to serving their communities and the OHA
stronger as an organization.
(1) During 2021, membership numbers were down due to many people not being comfortable
with in-person contact situations, a lack in technological abilities or availability to engage in virtual
meetings and many of the Societies/Clubs simply not engaging in events due to a lack of comfort
with in-person contact and following the guidance of the day from Local Health Authorities.
** 2022 membership numbers are rising across the province as we move forward out of the
pandemic affects
(2) In 2021, reported volunteer hours were greatly reduced. This affected many communities
and Society/Club projects. The maintenance of gardens within communities, the creation of new
gardens and the creation and maintenance of Community Gardens was all adversely affected.
** In 2022 to date, the work on gardens in the communities has begun in earnest which
contributes to the appeal of any locale and entices tourism, Community Gardens where people
learn to garden and to grow their food are flourishing yet again.
** The OHA is continually looking to maintain or increase the Grant funding available to
Societies/Clubs for community improvement. In 2021, the number of Awards & Grants was
increased as a way for the OHA to step forward to assist Societies/Clubs to continue their work
in the communities.
(3) Every business has suffered the economic affects related to the COVID pandemic and the
OHA is no exception. As its own entity, the OHA has no external income resource other than
membership fees from Societies/Clubs and any self-generated events. As noted, membership
numbers were down in 2021 which affected the OHA’s income and the overall effects of the
pandemic reduced the ability to hold or create any self-generating income.
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Societies/Clubs suffered the loss of income through membership fees and many in-person fund
raising events such as public plant sales.
** Societies/Clubs have received financial assistance from OMAFRA in both 2021 and in 2022
which has assisted them greatly. The OHA is not eligible for such assistance.
** The OHA has initiated a 50/50 Lottery draw in an attempt to generate income.
** In 2022, in-person events started and many of the Society/Club fund raising events were able
to move forward and were successful.
(4) Volunteer time by the general membership has always been of great assistance to
Societies/Clubs, the OHA and the communities of the province of Ontario. The work done,
especially in the communities contributes to community pride, physical and mental wellbeing,
tourism and assists municipal governments with their budgeting knowing that much funding is
being saved. In 2021, this work was reduced for many different and necessary reasons related
to the COVID pandemic and the subsequent guidance from Local Health Authorities.
** Volunteer hours are increasing across the province in 2022 which means that Societies/Clubs,
the public, the OHA and municipalities will all benefit.
All indications are that as we all move forward in 2022, the OHA and the Societies/Clubs will
grow as organizations as they have more contact with the public, have more of an effect upon
the communities we serve and become even stronger than they were before COVID’s effects.
Take care; Stay safe

Charles Freeman, President
Ontario Horticultural Association 2021-2022
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EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021
The President and Vice Presidents are elected by the voting delegates at the Annual General
Meeting. The Secretary and Treasurer are hired by the board. The Past President remains on
the board for one year.

Officers
NAME

POSITION

Charles Freeman

President

Sharlene Desjardins

Vice President

Vicky Culbert

2nd Vice President

Kelly Taylor

Secretary

Marian Heil

Treasurer

Katharine Smith

Past President/Past Presidents’ Council Representative

Catherine McGill

South/West Regional Representative

Sandra Mazur

North/East Regional Representative

Left to Right:

Marian Heil, Kelly Taylor, Katharine Smyth, Vicky Culbert, Charles Freeman,
Sharlene Desjardins, Sandra Mazur, Catherine McGill
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OHA DISTRICT ORGANIZATION
The Province is divided into Districts as follows:
1. Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott, Russell, Stormont, the eastern portion of the city of Ottawa
composed of the former municipalities of Gloucester and Cumberland and the
municipality of North Grenville.
2. Lanark, Renfrew and the portion of the city of Ottawa excluding the former municipalities
of Gloucester and Cumberland.
3. Frontenac, Hastings, Leeds and Grenville except the municipality of North Grenville,
Lennox and Addington, Prince Edward
4. Haliburton, Kawartha Lakes, Northumberland, Peterborough,
5. Toronto East of Yonge Street, and York East of York Road No. 1 except Georgina East
of Park Road
6. Brant, Halton, Hamilton, Norfolk and that portion of Haldimand known as Ward 1, Ward
2, Ward 3 and Ward 4.
7. Dufferin, Wellington
8. Bruce, Grey, Huron
9. Haldimand except Wards 1 & 2 & 3 & 4, Niagara
10. Elgin, Middlesex, Oxford, Perth and that portion of Lambton that is Lambton Shores
11. Chatham-Kent, Essex, Lambton, except for Lambton Shores
12. Territorial District of Cochrane, Territorial District of Timiskaming
13. Territorial District of Algoma, Territorial District of Manitoulin, Territorial District of Sudbury
14. Territorial District of Kenora, Territorial District of Rainy River, Territorial District of
Thunder Bay
15. Peel, York west of Road No.1, Toronto west of Yonge Street
16. Simcoe
17. Durham and the portion of York that includes Georgina east of Park Road
18. Territorial District of Parry Sound, Territorial District of Muskoka, Territorial District of
Nipissing
19. Waterloo
The Director of each District is elected by the affiliated Societies/Clubs of that District at a District
Annual Meeting.
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District Directors
NAME

DISTRICT

NAME

DISTRICT

Susan Ramsay

1

Marg Laman

11

Anne Harbord

2

Peggy McIntyre/Billie
Rheault

12

Sue Carew/Brad King

3

Denise Berg

13

Patty Carlson

4

Sandra Mazur

14

Cindy Scythes

5

Barb O’Malley

15

Catherine McGill

6

Barbara Collinson

16

Kathy Bouma

7

Debi Foster

17

Vicky Culbert/Karen
Redmond

8

Nancy Thompson

18

Margaret Tanaszi

9

Kathy Pearson

19

Shelley
MacKenzie/Dian Chute

10
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THE FINANCIAL PICTURE ‐ 2021
2021 OHA Income

2021 OHA Expenditures
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VOLUNTEER HOURS
Through our local affiliated Societies/Clubs, the OHA is active across Ontario improving urban
and rural landscapes, giving seniors' residences a hand with gardening, planting roadsides with
wildflowers, planting trees and shrubs - the list of OHA activities is unlimited.
Volunteers are the backbone of everything we do. Joining our organization gives you the
opportunity to meet new people, create friendships, develop new skills and share your love of
gardening.
In 2021, 268 affiliated Societies/Clubs, District Executives and the OHA Board of Directors
recorded 299,678 volunteer hours in community service across Ontario. This is an increase
from 2020 of 46,779 volunteer hours. This is an amazing achievement and shows the
commitment and dedication of all members of the OHA, even in the continued pandemic!

BURSARIES
The OHA continues to provide two annual bursaries of $1,000, awarded
on the basis of financial need, to a second or third year student attending
Lakehead University (Ontario Horticultural Association Bursary) studying
Forestry, Biodiversity & Conservation, Plant Sciences, Botany,
Biochemistry or Environmental Management and to a continuing student
at the University of Guelph (Ontario Horticultural Association Scholarship)
concentrating their studies in Horticulture Science.
Districts and Societies/Clubs have also continued tremendous support to
students with over $40,000 provided in grants and bursaries in 2021.

OHA PARTNERSHIPS
The OHA is working in partnership with the following organizations:
•
•
•
•
•

Bee City Canada
Garden Clubs of Ontario
Landscape Ontario
Lee Valley
Ontario Gardener Magazine

•
•
•
•

Ontario Invasive Plant Council
Ontario Ministry Agricultural Food and
Rural Affairs
University of Guelph Arboretum
W. H. Perron
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OHA OUTREACH PROGRAMS
Outreach programs, through their directors and members, maintain contact with organizations
and events in Ontario. OHA representatives attend events or serve on the boards of other
organizations.
•

Ontario Invasive Plant Council

•

DISTRICT 4
o Peterborough Garden Show, Peterborough (cancelled for 2021)
o International Plowing Match – Kawartha Lakes – Lindsay (cancelled for 2021)

•

DISTRICT 5
o Canada Blooms, Toronto (cancelled for 2021)
o Get the Jump on Spring, Toronto Botanical Garden, Toronto (cancelled for 2021)

•

DISTRICT 6
o Hamilton Gage Park Mum Show, Hamilton
o Royal Botanical Gardens Plant Faire, Burlington (cancelled for 2021)
o Haldimand Seedy Saturday Event

•

DISTRICT 10
o Western Fair, Western Fair District (cancelled for 2021)
o Western Fair Go Wild, Grow Wild Event, London (cancelled for 2021)

•

DISTRICT 15
o Canadian National Exhibition, Toronto (cancelled for 2021)
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OHA FIRST VIRTUAL CONVENTION & AGM
As was the case with almost every organization, the effects of the COVID pandemic seemed to
bring out the very best in people who strove to move forward as best as they could as they
attempted to stay safe and still have those things that were so important to them. The OHA was
no exception.
The COVID pandemic had, in 2020, forced the OHA to postpone its annual Convention and
AGM for the first time in its one hundred and fifteen (115) year history. The disappointment was
readily obvious and out of this arose a plan to not allow the COVID pandemic to impede the
OHA Convention and AGM in 2021.
The Officers, a number of members of the OHA Board of Directors as well as the Host District
10 Convention and AGM Committees went on the offensive and set about planning and
navigating the pitfalls of having a virtual Convention and AGM. This was going to be a “first” for
the OHA and after the letdown of 2020, the motivation was obvious.
The OHA engaged the University of Western Ontario’s Conference Services Team under the
direction of Michael Zaigh to strive to create a virtual Convention and AGM using the platform
Pheedloop and Zoom.
For the people from Western this was somewhat new, however, for the OHA it was all uncharted
waters. Lead by the OHA Secretary, Kelly Taylor, and Dian Chute from District 10, countless
hours of time were committed by these two as well as many, many other people in making sure
that not only would the plan for the Convention and AGM work, but that those involved from the
OHA with running the events or simply attending them virtually could understand this new world
and how to make it work.
On May 28, 2021 the OHA and Western put their work to the test by having an OHA Special
Meeting using the virtual platform Zoom. There were some key learnings from this meeting,
which allowed the OHA/Western to make some adjustments for the Convention and AGM.
On July 16, 2021 we had three hundred and fifty-four (354) members who had registered for the
Convention and AGM enter virtually. Over the next days, the Convention consisted of virtual Bus
Tours, a number of Main Speakers, numerous one (1) hour speakers, Flower Shows,
Photography and Literature Competitions and Youth competitions and the AGM business of the
OHA. It was as close to being a “normal” Convention as it could have been and was considered
to be a success.
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OHA AWARDS & GRANTS PROGRAM
The OHA believes that members who provide the leadership and active participation which
result in promoting the aims of and work done by the Horticultural Societies/Clubs, the
Districts and the OHA should be recognized and rewarded.
The OHA has a long-standing history of recognizing its affiliated Society/Club members with
the first award to Societies and/or individuals (Award of Merit), which was announced at the
1932 OHA Convention, held at the King Edward Hotel in Toronto and was awarded to Mr. H.
H. Groff from Simcoe.
A number of awards have been made available by the Association in appreciation of
outstanding services in its long history. The OHA has updated its Awards and Grants
Program over the years based on feedback from its affiliated Societies/Clubs across Ontario.
The OHA also provides a variety of grants to its Affiliated Society/Clubs for projects that will
have a long-lasting benefit to the society or community.

OHA AWARDS (Awarded in 2021)
For full award descriptions and eligibility requirements, please visit Awards & Grants on the
www.gardenontario.org website.

Community Improvement Award
This is a plaque which may be presented to an individual, organization or company that, in
the estimation of the OHA Awards Committee, has enhanced the beauty of the landscape
and/or added to the quality of life of a community with a horticultural project.
•
•

Joanne Hoelke, Eganville and Area HS – District 2
Norfolk 4H – District 6

Youth Leader Award
This is a plaque which may be presented to a person who has been a Youth Program Leader
for a minimum of 5 years and is a member of an eligible affiliated Society/Club.
•

Gloria Greaves, Oro-Medonte HS – District 16

Honour Roll
The Honour Roll may be presented to a member of an eligible affiliated Society/Club with at
least 5 years of service to one or more Societies/Clubs and have made a contribution of
horticultural service to the community, District and/or Association.
•
•

Sheila King, Manotick HS – District 2
Adrian Cooper, Kingston HS – District 3
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Technical Advancement Award
This recognition is a framed special achievement certificate and is given to an eligible
affiliated Society/Club or District in recognition of their demonstrated drive and determination
to fulfil their mandate by using a virtual platform to remain engaged with their Society/Club or
District members.
•
•

District 2
Ottawa HS – District 2

Award of Merit
This award is a framed certificate and is given to a member for notable contributions to the
programs of the Association, District or a Society/Club with 5 or more years of active
membership in an eligible affiliated Society/Club, contribution to a special beautification
project(s), who has outstanding work in the science or art of horticulture, in organizing shows,
floral design, horticultural exhibits or horticulture /floral design photography, in judging shows
or training judges.
•
•

Allan Goddard, Almonte & District HS – District 2
Ann Levison, Kingston HS – District 3

Silver Fir/Trillium Award
The Trillium award is a silver brooch in the shape of a trillium. The award was initially donated
by Thelma Boucher who was the OHA President in 1941. The Silver Fir Award is a silver lapel
pin that was initiated by Alastair Crawford. The Trillium/Silver Fir Awards will be accompanied
by a framed certificate. This award may be given to a member of an eligible affiliated
Society/Club for outstanding service to Horticultural Societies/Clubs and/or the OHA for an
extended period, involvement giving outstanding service in the areas of beautification,
conservation, ecology, administration, etc. at the Society/Club, District, and/or Association
level, activities within or hosted by a Society/Club, District and/or the Association.
•
•

Ron Nelsons, Oro-Medonte HS – District 16
Isla Reed, Callendar HS – District 18

Silver Medal
The OHA Silver Medal, with its associated framed certificate, is the highest award of the

Association. The award may be given to a member of an eligible affiliated Society/Club for
outstanding work in the advancement of horticulture in accordance with the Mission and Goals
of the Association, meritorious service to beautification, conservation, or ecological work on a
District or Provincial basis.
•

Penny Stewart, Ganonoque HS – District 3
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OHA GRANTS (Granted in 2021)
For full grant descriptions and eligibility requirements, please visit Awards & Grants on the
www.gardenontario.org website.

Tree Grants
Starting January 1st each year, the OHA distributes to a maximum of $200 each for the planting
of a tree or trees to eligible affiliated Societies/Clubs on public land.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gloucester HS – District 1
Kemptville HS – District 1
Martintown & District HS – District 1
Maxville & District HS – District 1
Russell & District HS – District 1
Deep River HS – District 2
Pembroke HS – District 2
Ennismore GC & HS – District 4
East Gwillimbury GC & HS – District 5
Milton & District HS – District 6

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oakville HS – District 6
Paris HS – District 6
St. George GC & HS – District 6
Leamington HS – District 11
Blind River HS – District 13
Bowmanville HS – District 17
Magnetawan HS – District 18
Galt HS – District 19
Kitchener HS – District 19
Wilmot HS – District 19

Special Project Grants
The OHA will provide grants to a maximum of $500 each for each project to eligible affiliated
Societies/Clubs to create projects that are of a long-lasting benefit to the society or community.
•
•

Gloucester HS – District 1
Paris HS – District 6

•
•

London HS – District 10
Oshawa GC – District 17

Community Garden Grants
The OHA encourages its member Societies/Clubs to create or contribute to community
gardens whether urban or rural. The OHA will award grants up to a maximum of $500 each to
eligible affiliated Societies/Clubs to assist in the funding of a new community garden or the
upgrading of an existing community garden.
•

Port Dover/Wood House HS – District 6

Pollinator Grants
The OHA will provide grants up to a maximum of $200 each, to eligible affiliated Societies/Clubs,
to create habitat in the form of pollinator friendly gardens or nesting sites on public land.
• Thessalon HS – District 13
• Rosseau HS – District 18
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Seedy Saturday/Sunday Grants
The OHA will provide grants up to a maximum of $250 each, to eligible affiliated
Societies/Clubs, to organize a first-time Seedy Saturday/Sunday Event in their community.
•

Galt HS – District 19

Technical Advancement Grants
The OHA will provide grants up to a maximum of $250 each, to eligible affiliated Societies/Clubs
to purchase a new license/subscription to an online web conferencing platform or for the
purchase of equipment (i.e. laptop, projector or microphone system) for use in engaging their
members to see and hear speakers and presentations, enter online competitions and contests,
and hold/attend a virtual Annual General Meeting.
• Haldimand HS – District 6
• Kemptville HS – District 1
• Lennox & Addington District HS – District 3 • Milton & District HS – District 6
• Durham & District HS – District 8
• Peterborough HS – District 4
• Wasaga Beach HS – District 16
• Lake Simcoe South Shore HS – District 5

OHA PAST PRESIDENT’S PIN
Katharine Smyth, OHA Immediate Past President
was honoured with the Past President’s Pin for her
years of service as President of the OHA (20182021). Katharine served 1085 days in office as
OHA President (July 29, 2018 – July 18, 2021).
Katharine is not only the longest-serving occupier
of that office, she is the only person to have been
President for more than two full calendar years
(January 1 to December 31).
Katharine was a steadfast leader through the first
half of the COVID-19 Pandemic and should be
commended for her unwavering strength and
determination to see the OHA and affiliated
Societies/Clubs through this pandemic.
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OHA Grants Program Impacting Communities
By Sharlene Desjardins and Kelly Taylor
Photographs by: Maria Sievers
The Ontario Horticultural Association is an organization dedicated to “Keeping Ontario Beautiful”.
With ~270 horticultural Societies/Garden Clubs and over 23,000 affiliated members throughout
Ontario beautifying their communities, the Association, also known as GardenOntario, is a force
to be reckoned with.
Each year, the OHA awards grants through an application process to Societies/Garden Clubs to
assist them in beautifying their communities. Grants can be awarded in the following categories:
Trees, Pollinator Garden, Special Project/Environmental, Youth, Community Garden, Seedy
Saturday/Sunday and Youth Project. In 2021, a Special Project Grant was awarded to the
Gloucester Horticultural Society. This is their story.
“As gardeners, we are keen to
show and share our expertise
with a public beyond our
membership. During 2020, on a
main thoroughfare to our
meeting place, there is a newly
rebuilt senior care home that
cannot be missed. Madonna
Nursing Home is a visible
landmark on this road through
Ottawa’s Greenbelt.”
The COVID pandemic has been
devastating for long term care
homes,
and
in
Ottawa,
Madonna was particularly hard hit by the virus. By December of 2020, 47 residents and 2 staff
had succumbed to the deadly virus. The Society approached the home to offer the creation of a
cheerful, pollinator-friendly garden at the home’s front entrance for the following summer.
With approval from the Madonna Long-term Care Home and the OHA Special Project grant
approved, the Gloucester Horticultural Society formed a committee to plan out and then plant a
native flower garden in a raised bed at the front entrance of the Madonna Long-Term Care home
on Montreal Road in Gloucester.
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The bed was large, at 20 ft. by 30
ft. and contained nothing but a
young maple tree and two rose
bushes. The Home is located in
the centre of Ottawa’s greenbelt
and on former farmland so it was
felt that a small contribution to
habitat restoration would be
beneficial.
The
horticultural
society’s
board
approved
additional funding and the project
was underway.
The objective would be to phase
in a pollinator friendly garden,
eventually consisting of only
native shrubs and perennials. The
aim was to design the garden to reflect the original beauty of the land, providing habitat for
insects and pollinators, and by extension, birds. It was to be a cheerful oasis for staff, visitors
and most of all residents, many of whom rest by the garden plot or look out on it from their
windows.
In the Spring, careful inventory was taken to ensure any familiar plants to which the residents
were attached would be maintained. Plans were also put in place to ensure continuity of visual
appeal and habitat throughout the
year. A colourful garden bed with
a changing selection of native
perennials, hopefully buzzing with
bee activity would create an
attraction and entertainment for
residents.
As some residents were still able
to actively participate, it was
ensured that they would have the
opportunity to grow some annuals
from seed and also take part in
planting around the perimeters of
the bed. Another thought was to
leave some of the young plants in
their care until they were ready to
be planted outside.
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In total, about 280 plants were planted in
the raised bed which provided a
spectacular show of colours for residents
and visitors and also provided food for
dozens if not hundreds of pollinators in its
first year.
The Society volunteered its skills in terms
of designing, planting, watering, weeding
and pruning as required. Members
contributed native perennials and annuals
from their own gardens as well as some

flagstone for stepping stones.
“We believe that as a horticultural society, our job today
includes tasks of conservation/restoration and
environmental protection, adding as much biodiversity to
our gardens as possible. In the UN Decade of Ecosystem
Restoration, the plantings should be in the spirit of
restoring ecological biodiversity wherever we can.”
This project was
realized through the
dedication of many
countless hours of
volunteer work by
the
Gloucester
Horticultural Society members with funding from the
Ontario Horticultural Association. A Special Thank You
goes to Maria Sievers, the driving force behind this project.
The vision of the project was realized in the summer of
2021, working with nature and a concern for the
environment to stand as a lasting memorial to the residents
and staff who lost their lives during this most difficult time.
The Ontario Horticultural Association thanks the
Gloucester Horticultural Society and all societies who work
together to beautify their communities and make the world a better place for future generations.

18 | P a g e

OHA SPONSORS YOUTH TO ATTEND
MOTHER EARTH YOUTH SUMMIT
For the second year, the OHA made a
commitment to youth by agreeing to support
up to 4 youth aged 14 - 20 years to the Mother
Earth Youth Summit, which is held every fall.
From September 25 to 26, 2021 environmental
leaders from across the province gathered virtually for cross-cultural learning and knowledge
sharing. In partnership with the Youth Council, the Youth Circle for Mother Earth partners and
Coordinating Circle, this re-imagined gathering brought 92 young leaders and 12 youth mentors
together (Ontario Nature Youth Summit, 2022).

Map: https://ontarionature.org/events/youth-summit/

These youths represented 54
communities across Ontario from as
far as Windsor, Ottawa and Kenora,
with
youth
identifying
from
Indigenous communities across
Turtle Island and cultures around the
world. Youth also participated in
group activities, outdoor challenges,
virtual discussions and youth-led
sessions on nature-inspired art, story
sharing, Two-Eyed Seeing, climate
action,
environmental
policy,
biodiversity and networking. (Ontario
Nature Youth Summit, 2022)

The OHA Youth Chair worked with our Youth Leaders across Ontario and had 9 eager
participants but as COVID was still strong it dwindled down to only 1 youth attending the
opportunity.
We continue to prioritize the youth in the work we are doing as they are truly our future. The
OHA has also been working on a few items to keep children busy and engaged. We have
created colouring pages available to youth of all ages. These are printable colouring pages
showcasing native birds, plants, bees and trees, etc.
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COMMUNICATIONS
Several tools are used to communicate within the OHA to keep in touch with our affiliated
Societies/Clubs and to increase our exposure within the general population.
•

The OHA website, www.GardenOntario.org continues to be
our major source of communications and transmission of
information.

•

In 2021, the OHA and its Districts predominantly used virtual
means to communicate with Societies/Clubs such as Zoom,
WebEx and Microsoft Teams. In person meetings were held
sporadically, when COVID rules allowed for gatherings.

•

The quarterly publication, the Trillium, is emailed to a majority of affiliated Societies/Clubs
and donors, with a hard copy mailed to those requiring it. All issues of the Trillium are
posted on the www.GardenOntario.org home page. Past issues are archived on the
website.

•

Many District Directors generate their own newsletters and communicate important
information to the Societies and general membership. All affiliated Societies/Clubs have
access to OHA material for distribution.

•

The OHA offers promotional items to Districts, affiliated Societies/Clubs and members
through the virtual Garden Shop and through the GardenOntario Vista Print Store where
items such as Pins, Certificates, T-shirts, Sweaters, Mugs, Hasty Note Cards, the Ontario
Judging and Exhibiting Standards booklet and a variety of free promotional materials are
made available.

•

Publicity and promotional pieces are developed and circulated to various locations and are
available at our outreach events.

•

Normally, the Annual Convention of the Ontario Horticultural Association includes the
Annual General Meeting of the organization. At this meeting, affiliated Societies/Clubs
receive necessary financial and business reports. Election of the Officers for the coming
year takes place. Networking, attending workshops and speaker sessions, as well as
fostering social interaction are just some of the important benefits of attending the Annual
General Meeting of the OHA. In 2021, the OHA Convention and AGM was held virtually
for the first time in its history.

•

The Ontario Horticultural Association Officers and Board Members met four times last year
via virtual means using WebEx technology, teleconference calls and in person. Decisions
made at those meetings were made by the members of the board which they considered
to be in the best interest of the affiliated Societies/Clubs they represent. The OHA Officers
met monthly via WebEx and teleconference to continue the business of the Association.
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SUPPORT THE ONTARIO HORTICULTURAL
ASSOCIATION
The Ontario Horticultural Association is a volunteer, charitable organization whose mission is
to provide leadership and assist in the promotion of education and interest in all areas of
horticulture and related environmental issues in Ontario, through an expanding network of
affiliated Societies/Clubs dedicated to the beautification of their communities.
The OHA pursues its mission with the volunteer support of its
members and depends on charitable donations to fund a number of
its key activities. Support the OHA with a charitable donation. Your
donation supports OHA grants for trees and community beautification
projects throughout Ontario or programs in the areas of conservation
and the environment, youth and horticulture.
You may also be interested in the OHA's In Memoriam Program. The
Ontario Horticultural Association "In Memoriam" book is an opportunity for gardeners in the
Province of Ontario to be remembered by their peers, affiliated Societies/Clubs or individuals
who have devoted their lives to the joys of tending their own land, and, in many instances,
public gardens.

LEGACY GIVING
Remembering the OHA in your will is a wonderful way to
continue to foster and support eco-friendly horticultural practices
and continue to promote "Keeping Ontario Beautiful™".
The Planned Legacy Giving Program simplifies the charitable
giving experience by handling administrative tasks (i.e. issuing
cheques, record-keeping, grant reporting and tax receipts) for
each account.
The OHA encourages you to speak with your family and your professional advisors to learn more
about the benefits of a Charitable Giving Program or Legacy Giving.
For more information on donations and legacy giving, please visit:
https://gardenontario.org/donate/
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