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Fall has arrived, we so enjoy those summer
days when they pop through all the rain and
those cooler days and nights that arrived all
of a sudden. We start to put our gardens to
bed, leaving plants with seed heads up for
the birds and tidying up the others to
remove the overwinter homes to cut down
on the pests next year. Slugs & snails not so
bad, earwigs and Japanese beetle we had a
few too many. Covid has interfered with our
meeting plans again, our combo Breakfast
meeting/Dinner meeting has had to go
virtual and i hope to see you all there next
weekend.

FREE Virtual OHA District 6 Fall Luncheon
Saturday, October 23rd 2021
Hosted by the St. George Garden Club
A ZOOM link will be provided along with additional information the week
of the meeting.
Please RSVP to: st.georgegc100@gmail.com by October 18th
Happy 100th Anniversary – St. George Garden Club!
St. George Brant has long been known as apple growing country, much
longer than there has been a Garden Club here. The apple blossom as
part of our logo shows how proud of our Agricultural History the Garden
Club is. What better way to celebrate our 100th year as a club than by
talking about apples?!
Experience a wonderful day in the countryside as we learn about all
things apple, right from the comfort of your own home!
11:00 am: Powerpoint Presentation - Orchard tour of Brantview Farm.
The Howell family has farmed here since 1820! The 6th, 7th and 8th

The Howell family has farmed here since 1820! The 6th, 7th and 8th
generations now run this amazing orchard and cider farm.
Brantview Apples and Cider, 225 Howell Road, Brant, ON
www.brantviewapples.com
Apple and Local Trivia by the South Dumfries Historical Society 11:30
am: Welcome/Introduction OHA District 6 Meeting
12:00 pm: Guest Speaker – Bob Wildfong – Topic Heritage Apples
Bob Wildfong is the Horticultural Specialist at the Ken Seiling Waterloo
Region Museum, where he restores and interprets gardens and food of
the early 20th century. He is also the executive director of Seeds of
Diversity, an organization of seed savers who preserve Canada's seed
and garden heritage.
Optional – to complete your day in the country please enjoy a copy of the
County of Brant’s Historical Driving tour online at:
https://www.brant.ca/en/live-and-discover/heritage-driving-tours.aspx
We encourage you to pick a sunny day and go for a drive. The County of
Brant has many attractions and the natural Autumn splendor of millions
of trees in full colour really shouldn’t be missed.
We hope that you will enjoy this virtual program and look forward to
seeing you all in person when restrictions have lifted.
Stay Healthy Everyone!
DOOR PRIZES FROM: St. George Garden Club

Latest Covid direction from Charles Freeman-OHA President
a) The Society/Club can not directly ask for vaccination status as it may well
be, if it is not, a violation of privacy and medical privacy.
b) It is best to contact the facility where the meeting is to be held and find out if
the facility has any "rules" with respect to admission for persons and
vaccination status. This removes the onus from the Society/Club. If there is a
"no admission without proof of double vaccination" policy, then, that is the rule

"no admission without proof of double vaccination" policy, then, that is the rule
to enter and it is enforced by the facility as the owner not the Society/Club. If
there is no such rule by the facility, then all is wide open and the Society/Club
now has to make a choice about holding the face-to-face meeting or not in the
facility.
c) If there is a face-to-face meeting, follow the rules of the facility and if
unvaccinated persons are known to be attending or suspected to be attending
make sure that the safety of the general membership is the number one
priority. ALWAYS set the room up with the social distancing rules and tell
people that they should be careful with respect to being 6 feet apart or not
unless they are 100% sure that those they "mingle with" are vaccinated
(who is in your bubble?).
d) Contact local Public Health and find out if they have any
guidelines/guidance with respect to entry by non vaccinated persons.
Take care
Stay safe
Charles

Invitation to Municipalities
What is The Year of the Garden 2022?
The Year of the Garden 2022 is the Centennial Celebration of Canada’s
horticulture sector marked with the 100th Anniversary of the Canadian
Nursery Landscape Association. From January 1 to December 31, 2022,
we will commemorate and celebrate Canada’s rich garden heritage,
celebrate today’s vibrant garden culture, and create legacies for a
sustainable future.
Planning is underway for a year of exciting activities, celebrations,
special events and promotions that will take place in communities,
schools, businesses, public gardens, and backyard gardens in all parts

schools, businesses, public gardens, and backyard gardens in all parts
of Canada.
Join the Celebration and Proclaim 2022 as the Year of the Garden in
Your Municipality
Join Canada’s Garden-Family – thousands of plant growers, product
manufacturers, retailers, landscape service providers, public gardens
and garden experience providers, garden clubs and societies, and
affiliated businesses – which will be sharing their knowledge and offering
events to help Canadians Live the Garden Life.
The Year of the Garden 2022 is a unique opportunity for your municipality
to highlight and have a positive impact on priorities, such as:
- Post COVID Recovery
- Quality of Life
- Healthy Citizens
- Environmental Climate Action
- Economic Growth
- Enhance Cultural Vibrancy
- Reconciliation and Inclusivity
- Garden Tourism Destination positioning
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The Year of the Garden 2022 campaign will reach and inspire the public
to learn about the connections gardens and gardening have with many
important community quality of life benefits including:
Environmental Benefits
- Integration of more plants into city life: tree canopy, community
gardens, public parks, green roofs, green infrastructure
- More plants and more gardens produce more oxygen, sequester
more carbon, mitigate heat island effect in urban areas
- Engaging Canadians in the Federal government’s commitment to

- Engaging Canadians in the Federal government’s commitment to
plant 2 billion trees, and commitment to fight Climate Change
- Contribute to attaining sustainable development goals
Economic Benefits
- Gardens and gardening generate economic activity for the
garden family sector of your municipality
- Impact of public garden visitation, a demonstrated major tourism
draw
- Generate economic development, attracting residents,
businesses, and visitors in
communities across the country
- Enhancing quality of life favours economic stability for your
municipality and its
residents
Health and Wellness Benefits
- The relation between improved health and gardening is well
documented
- Active living for all ages
- Contribute to healthier citizens and reduced health costs
- Engage your with Canada’s healthy eating strategy
Cultural Benefits
- Better understanding of the role gardens and gardening play in
the development of communities and our country
- contribute to the reconciliation with our First Nations who live in
harmony with nature and plants
- Contribute to Canada’s inclusivity agenda since “in the garden
there are no differences”, just plants, and people of all ages and
cultures who love them and care for them

- support the integration of a garden culture in schools and
community gardens
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Our Invitation to All Municipalities:
Communities in Bloom and the Canadian Garden Council invite
municipalities to proclaim 2022 the Year of the Garden for their citizens to
acknowledge all the benefits that Gardens and Gardening provide.
By joining Canada’s celebration of the Year of the Garden 2022 you will
demonstrate leadership and inspire and engage your citizens using
evidence-based information and actions to contribute to the sustainability
of your municipality.
Our Proposal:
- Proclamation of 2022 as the Year of the Garden in your
municipality (see attached Proclamation Template)
- Commitment to be a Garden Friendly City
- Recognize National Garden Day in your municipality, Saturday
before Fathers
Day
Should you have any question, please do not hesitate to contact
us. Should you move forward with a proclamation, please send us
copy of your proclamation.
Contact: info@gardencouncil.ca
https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/
https://gardenscanada.ca/year-of-the-garden/
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RE: 2022 CONVENTION POSTPONEMENT TO 2024 AND OHA AGM
IN 2022

IN 2022
At the Fall OHA Board Meeting earlier this month, the Convention Hosts,
Kathy Bouma from District 7 and Vicky Culbert and Karen Redmond from
District 8 brought forward some extremely disappointing information
regarding the Convention and AGM scheduled for Guelph in 2022.
In the interest of the OHA and all of its affiliated members, it is the
decision of the OHA Board of Directors that the 2022 Convention in
Guelph will be postponed to 2024. The same venue will be used and the
dates selected are July 12 to July 14, 2024.
The three Convention Hosts, along with all of their volunteer committee
members have been working diligently on this project for over 2 years
now and are to be commended for all of their efforts. Their dedication to
bring the best possible Convention to the membership of the OHA has
been their foremost objective.
In order to comply with the requirements of the current legislation, the
OHA will be hosting its 2022 AGM on a date yet to be determined. The
full planning of this event is on-going and Societies/Clubs and the Board
of Directors will be kept informed regarding the date and format of that
day as soon as possible.
Take care and stay safe
Charles Freeman President, OHA

Short formConvention 2022, is virtual, we pulled together a quick on this year so we
hope we know the bugs and it will be an awesome one next year!
Convention 2023 is in person in Ottawa,
Convention 2024 is in person in Guelph

District 6 has 2114 members! Largest in Ontario again this year!! We
grow even in Covid, well done District 6, we know that new gardeners
are out there in huge numbers thanks to covid, your job is to figure out
how to get them to join, Speakers are a big draw, so are the topics, the

how to get them to join, Speakers are a big draw, so are the topics, the
newbies are growing veg, so show them how, and then how to preserve
them, what to do with them, 101 uses for zucchini and all that! What
flowers are edible? what plants attract what birds and bees? plan your
speakers to talk to these new gardeners and invite your neighborhood,
get in the newspaper, get on the radio, use things like the door knockers
that i will be showing you on the zoom this weekend.
Consider doing zooms during the winter when driving is bad, we know
that joining online is easy and convenient for alot of new parents and
young folk, and don't say we are too old, I have a 94 year old aunt that
facetimes and watches zooms.

Earl Walker passed away on October 18, 2019. Earl was from District 6
and was the OHA President in 1997.
https://www.echovita.com/ca/obituaries/on/hamilton/earl-kenneth-walker9870596
Myself and Marian Heil went to his service at the Guelph Arboretum, all
past presidents of the OHA get an Oak tree planted, nice service.

Brantford lost a lifetime member
Irma Nicolle
NICOLLE, Irma Dorothy
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Irma on
Sunday August 15, 2021 at the age of 80 at the Norfolk General
Hospital in Simcoe. Beloved wife for 38 years of Dave Nicolle of
Wilsonville; dear sister-in-law of Bill Nicolle of Waterford; Pam (and
Derek) Lawrence of Hassocks, England; Rosie (and Jurie) Louw of
Cape Town, South Africa; and loved aunt of Rowanne Lawrence in
England. Irma will also be missed by dear friends Vicki (and Don)

Gravelle of Port Rowan; Ange (and Fred) Mansfield of Courtice;
Daphne (and Orval) of Waterford; Hannah (and Cliff) Lawrance of
Waterford; and Mary-Ellen McKee of Simcoe. Irma was an avid
gardener and certified Master Gardener and Horticultural Judge. She
also was an awesome cook and great friend to many. She loved to
travel and had many outstanding vacations with Dave. Irma fought
valiantly and cheerfully with heart disease for many years, and we
would like to thank the incredible medical professionals who have taken
care of Irma namely our Family Doctor in Brantford, Dr. Jerry Hsiao;
Cardiologist Dr. Anna Woo at Toronto General; and Nephrologist Dr.
Robert Yang at St Joe's in Hamilton with his dialysis team especially
nurse Shag Patel. As per Irma's wishes cremation has taken place and
a private interment with family and friends will follow. Donations in
Irma's memory would be welcomed to encourage youth's involvement
in horticulture, like a Kids Gardening Program at Eising Garden Centre
in Simcoe, attention Henry Eising at henry@eising.ca
Funeral arrangements are entrusted with Thompson Mott Funeral
Home, Waterford. www.thompsonmottfuneralhome.com

Haldimand Horticultural Society“37 years of Growing”

Autumn has officially arrived and with it fall fairs to enjoy. With COVID
safety protocols in place, Caledonia's Agricultural Society held their
annual fair September 30th to October 3rd, enjoying some great weather.
Our summer season produced lots of beautiful flowers and healthy
vegetables to enter in the fair. Several Horticultural members entered
their flowers and vegetables and Coby Osinga & Carol Jones proudly
received “Most Points” awards in their classes- Coby- Flowers & Plants
and
Carol-Cut Flowers. Congratulations to all members who entered and
received prizes.

received prizes.

In the October cutting garden, you can collect for your home, your
annuals which are gratefully accepting the cooler temperatures. Cut
zinnias, dahlias, roses, verbena, hydrangea, and sage 24 hours before
you plan on arranging them in a vase- stand the cut flowers in a tall
bucket of cool water and put them in a cool place away from direct
sunlight. This step called conditioning, gives the cut flowers a chance to
soak up plenty of water and helps to extend the vase life of your
arrangement.
Fall can be one of our favorite seasons in the garden.

Here is a favorite fall poem that some of you may have memorized in
school.

Indian Summer
by William Wilfred Campbell

Along the line of smoky hills
The crimson forest stands,
And all the day the bluejay calls
Throughout the autumn lands.

Now by the brook the maple leans
With all his glory spread,
And all the sumachs on the hills
Have turned their green to red.

Now by great marshes wrapt in mist,
Or past some river's mouth,
Throughout the long, still autumn day
Wild birds are flying south.

If you love gardening and nature, follow HHS on Facebook and Twitter. If
you are interested in becoming a member or want to know more about
what we do in our communities or any other questions, email
haldimandhorticulture@gmail.com.

Haldimand Horticultural Society is a club for all gardeners.
We grow friendships and gardens helping to beautify our communities.

Photos submitted by Sharon Slack

Hamilton Fall Garden and Mum Show
Tickets are free again this year for the Annual Mum Show at Gage Park
Greenhouse. Located at 1000 Main St. East in Hamilton, the theme is A
Walk Down Memory Lane, celebrating 101 years of outstanding floral
displays and chrysanthemum features. The show runs from October 22
to 31. Timed entry tickets can be reserved at Hamilton.ca. Proof of
vaccination and valid ID are required.
District 6 will have our table there as well!

OHS holds Open House at the Junior Garden
On Friday, August 6th an Open House for Oakville Horticultural Society
members was held to showcase the vegetables being grown in the
junior garden plots located beside the Town of Oakville greenhouses on
Cornwall Road.
The growing and donating of fresh produce to the Kerr Street Mission
this year was again necessitated by the Covid 19 pandemic restrictions
that are still in place. This altered program, which was approved by the
Town, was undertaken by Helen Stephenson again. Help with
cultivating, planting, weeding, watering etc. came from several high
school students earning their community volunteer hours. Many of the
seedlings planted in the spring had been started and donated by a few
of our fellow members.
Refreshing cool drinks and baked goodies were organized by Valerie
Rughi. (Thank you Patty O’Connor and Lynn Briden for the homemade
cookies you baked and donated for this event). About 20 people
attended to tour the plots admiring the large tomatoes, cucumbers and
carrots being grown and harvested. Everyone attending was
appreciative of the opportunity to visit with fellow garden club members
whom they hadn’t seen for many months. It was a sunny lovely
afternoon and we hope to be able to plan and hold more events like this
soon.
A few photos being shared were taken by Florenda Tingle.

A few photos being shared were taken by Florenda Tingle.
Florenda Tingle

Helen and her hard-working crew of high school volunteers. From left: Xavier J-I, Helen, Annika,
Quinn F., and Sophie. Missing that day - Maya S.

Brantford newsletter had a nice recipe you might want to try.
GERMAN CUCUMBER SALAD – Serves 8
2 English cucumbers or 4 medium cucumbers 1⁄2 cup sour cream
1tbsp white vinegar
1 tsp white sugar
1 tbsp dill, fresh or frozen 1⁄2 tsp salt
Black pepper to taste
Instructions
1. Peel the cucumbers, and thinly slice them with a
mandolin slicer. The thinner the better. Put them in a large salad
bowl.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the sour cream, vinegar, sugar
and dill. Add salt and
pepper to taste.
3. Pour dressing over cucumber slices and toss till combined. Cover
and let chill in the
fridge for at least 4 hours or overnight.
4. Serve with a slotted spoon.

Haldimand Horticultural Society
Seasonal Urn Workshop
Saturday Nov. 13th 2021 9am to noon
$40. Includes materials, snacks, coffee
Due to Covid distancing
We are limiting participants
Must pre-register & show proof of vaccination
Bring clippers and gloves
For info contact: haldimandhorticulture@gmail.com

Code of Conduct
Covid has not brought out the best in some folks and it is encouraged
that all societies have a code of conduct, for the board and for the
members, online bullying, stalking, and downright nastiness has
happened throughout OHA societies, not alot, but more than we would
hope adults would stoop too. If any societies want the latest form you
can then edit to work for you please contact me. For members it can be
as simple as a line added to membership that they agree to the ______
society code of conduct, but for all societies it is recommended that at
minimum the board/exec of every society reads and signs one so you
have recourse if anything happens down the line. It is scary some of the
tales we heard societies going through at director meetings.
Catherine
District Director

Year End Reports-OHA
We will be coming to the end of 2021 and reports will be due again, it
was clarified that the OHA year end report is much needed, DO YOU

was clarified that the OHA year end report is much needed, DO YOU
REALIZE THIS IS YOUR HISTORICAL RECORD FOR YOUR
SOCIETY? So when you put bare minimum and sort form on these
reports you are erasing your society achievements!
Make note of all you do, not just " planted town planters" you want
recorded that you did 12 gardens and added a pollinator garden to Cats
Parkett! Some of you can barely write the society name where others
write a book, if we can find middle ground that would be great!

District Service award- you need to get those in to me or one of the
Assistant Directors so we can start looking at them, this award has to be
in by Jan 1 to us so we can get one person picked and meet the
deadline!
DISTRICT SERVICE AWARD This award is an engraved wooden plaque
provided by the Ontario Horticultural Association. One nomination may
be made each year by each Society within a District to the District
Director in a letter giving full details of the nominee’s qualifications. From
these nominations, the District Executive may select one award winner
per year. The name of the recipient and the date of presentation are to
be submitted to the Association Awards Coordinator by the District
Director at least four months before the award is to be presented. The
Association Awards Coordinator maintains a listing of recipients. The
criteria to be followed in the selection of a candidate are: 1) An individual
who has given effective, long service to a Society or District, preferably a
minimum of fifteen years, in horticulture, exhibiting, or judging. 2) An
individual who has given extensive service to horticulture, exhibiting, or
judging exclusive of Horticultural Societies. 3) Nominee must be in good
standing. NOTE: Recipients of this award may only receive this award
once.
Tec Advancement Grant- you need to be sittling ready to hit send Dec
31, they go so quick!
The Ontario Horticultural Association is providing up to four (4) grants of
a maximum of $250 each, annually to its member Societies/Clubs, in
good standing, to purchase a new license/subscription to an online web
conferencing platform for use in engaging their members to see and hear

conferencing platform for use in engaging their members to see and hear
speakers and presentations, enter online competitions and contests, and
hold/attend a virtual Annual General Meeting. It is hoped that such
support will encourage societies/clubs to fulfill their mandate by using
technology to overcome the barriers faced during this pandemic and
beyond. CRITERIA • Eligible web conferencing software
license/subscription expenses including costs related to the purchase of
a license or subscription (i.e. Zoom, WebEx). • For reimbursement
expenses incurred in either 2020 or 2021
This is changing and more grants will be available but go so fast!
Have you any judges or exhibitors in your society/club? have you
honored them with a certificate? Why not?
How about Long term members?
Please i have asked before but all societies/clubs should have an awards
committee of at least 2 people that could look once a year at all the
awards and apply for them, honour your members! Many awards must
be in by early Feb so do it now!

Skeletons are as important as Flowers, a plant is good when it still looks good when
dead! Let those seed heads stand and the birds will thank you. If you must cut then
leave to about 12" stocks so bees and others can overwinter in the hollow stems.
Happy fall everyone
Cat
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