
Page | 1  
 

 

 

 
 Arthur & District 
 Elora & Salem 
 Erin 
 Fergus & District  
 Grand Valley & 

District 
 City of Guelph  
 Guelph Township  
 Harriston & District 
 Hillsburgh  
 Moorefield & District 
 Mount Forest  
 Orangeville & District 
 Shelburne & District  

 
 

 
District 7 Newsletter January 2026 

PLEASE CIRCULATE TO ALL MEMBERS 
And feel free to discuss at your meetings! 

 
As busy people we are constantly assessing the urgent items on 
our To Do list. Your Society or Club probably has already begun 
the plan for planting and gardening in the areas that you tend as 
well as many events for fun and learning in 2026.  
 
As OHA members, I hope that you include the following in your 
plans:  
1. Leaders, to complete reporting requirements to OHA and 

OMAFA by Feb 1st. -see training opportunity on page 5  
2. Consider joining the District 7 Board of Directors  see page 2 
3. Plan the year with your Board and create your Year Book so 

that you can bring 15 copies to the AGM (or at the very least, a 
list of activities with information so that others can attend if 
desired) 

4. Plan to attend the District 7 AGM meeting on April 25 in 
Moorefield Page 6, 7, 8. 

5. Plan to attend the Information Meeting by zoom on April 13  
6. Plan to attend Convention on July 24-25-26 in Oshawa  Page 

3 
7. Plan to watch the Recruitment, Retention and Succession 

Planning webinar, perhaps as one of your Society meetings. 
(link on page 2) 

 
WISHING EVERYONE A WONDERFUL 2026 

 
Doris    cassandoris@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT 7 
INFORMATION MEETING 
April    13     2026 

7:30 pm Via ZOOM 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84726963099 
 
 Please try to have two people attend 

to represent each society 
Topics:  

Fundraising Ideas 
Code of Conduct 

NEXT DISTRICT 7 MEETING  
Also District 7’s Annual Meeting 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 
Moorefield Community Centre 
9:30 am to approx. 12:30 pm 

Come and help celebrate  
Moorefield Horticulture’s 100th anniversary 

 
Guest Speaker Vicky Culbert  

President of Ontario Horticultural Association 
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2025-26 DISTRICT 7 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

WE WILL NEED ONE NEW DISTRICT DIRECTOR AS OF APRIL 2026  
as Connie Bienia completes  her term on the Board. Talk to us if interested! 

 
 Position Society Membership 

 

Doris Cassan District Director Arthur, Moorefield 
Jude Dowling Secretary Elora and Salem, 

Fergus 
Liz Doherty  Treasurer Mount Forest 
Kathy Bouma Director Fergus, Elora and 

Salem 
Cheryl Yuill Director Fergus 
Connie Bienia Director Hillsburgh, Erin 
Sally Andrade Director Harriston 
 
We would like to keep the Board as representative as possible, so when Connie leaves, we would 
really like representation from one of the following societies/clubs:  Hillsburgh, Erin, Guelph, 
Guelph Township, Orangeville, Shelburne or Grand Valley.  

 
What are the expectations of a member of the District 7 Board of Directors? 
- Three or four board meetings per year. Currently they are virtual meetings but we may try to 

have one of those four as a live meeting in good weather.  
- Two District in-person meetings per year.  Some duties will be assigned at those meetings 

such as registration, door prizes, etc.  
- Two Information meetings per year, virtual.  
- Possible work on sub committee or ad hoc committee of the board.   
- There is potential for leadership experience as the District Director, Assistant District 

Director, Secretary and Treasurer positions are regularly changed.  
- You will be part of many decisions made for the District, both financial and others. 

 
 

 

 
Did you miss the December 5th webinar 
about Recruitment, Retention & 
Succession Planning? 
 
GOOD NEWS! It was recorded!  You can 
access the recording at the 
GardenOntario (OHA) site 
 
https://gardenontario.org/recruitment-
retention-and-succession-planning-2/ 

 
This would be a great meeting for your 

Society/Club, to watch together. 
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 Our Immediate Past District Director Kathy 
Bouma was out walking the River Trail in Arthur 
when she came upon the bench installed by the 
Arthur & District Horticultural Society a few years 
ago on their 100th Anniversary. It is still holding 
strong! As is she!   
Did you know that Kathy has been a hard-
working member of the District 7 Board since 
2012 and has never missed a Board meeting? 
Now that is dedication! Thank you, Kathy!  

 

2026 is the year to GO to Convention!! 

 

 
This year it is at Durham 

College in Oshawa 
 

https://gardenontario.org/
convention/auto-draft/ 

 
NO Zooming………. just rooming! 
NO outages …………just outings! 
NO log-ons…………just get your glad togs on! 
NO glitches…………just us …. Gardeners 

 
Don’t forget to enter the competitions at Convention 

Schedules for Art, Creative Writing, Publications, Photography, Flower 
Show and Youth, are now on the OHA website 
https://gardenontario.org/convention/auto-draft/ 
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WINTER IS A TIME FOR LEARNING AND SHARING KNOWLEDGE 
 

Some examples of Winter Workshops at the Arboretum in Guelph 
https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/educationandevents/workshops 
IN PERSON   
Stargazing, Thurs 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm November to May 
Introduction to Animal Tracking  Sat Feb 7 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Winter Tree Identification Sat Feb 21 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Restoring Fruit Trees Tues Mar 10 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
ONLINE 
Winter Tree Identification Thurs Jan 15, 22, 29, Feb 5 
Garden Fundamentals Tues 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm Jan 27 to Mar 10 
Creating Healthy Soil   Tues 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm Mar 17, 24, 31 
March 7th Seedy Saturday, Erin United Church 
March 21st  Seedy Saturday, Wellington County Museum 
536 Wellington County Road 18 between Fergus and Elora 

January 31 to April 6  Royal Botanical Gardens, Bloomland in Oz  
https://www.rbg.ca/things-to-do/by-season/special-events/winter-exhibit/?on=2026-
01-31 
 
Guelph Master Gardeners Annual Event

 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/a-day-in-the-garden-2026-plant-wisely-grow-abundantly-support-
wildlife-tickets-
1977673194763?aff=erelexpmlt&fbclid=IwY2xjawOzVZpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEwaFI2MWZ
LeWp6eXM4a043c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkQ5FQdXegncdAk-
WObNhAi8vR9HdPombxa6ohRzXL8UPU0Bs8Ej1NpuinJN_aem_mOaZNG4A6t9ceCelPGkbIA 
 
 

 
https://www.facebook.com/OHADistrict7 
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Deadline extended to January 9th, 2026 
 
 

Webinar: TPON training January 14, 2026 7pm to 8:30 pm 
 

Please register in advance using the following link: 2025 Annual Return and TPON 
insights for Horticultural Societies 
link:    2025 Annual Return and TPON insights for Horticultural Societies 
 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF OMAFRA ANNUAL RETURNS IS FEBRUARY 
1, 2026.  Late submissions may result in the Society/Club NOT receiving their grant 
for the year. 
 
 
 



Page | 6  
 

 
QUESTION AND ANSWER TIME!!  Questions I have been asked….. 

 
What is the purpose of the District Board?  
 
There are 272 Horticultural Societies and Garden Clubs who belong to the 
provincial organization known as the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA).  
Those societies and clubs are organized into 19 Districts.  Members of some of 
the societies and clubs are members of the Board of Directors for their District.  
The Board of the OHA is comprised of the Directors of the 19 District Boards. 
 
Societies pay dues, to the District (currently $1 per member) and to OHA 
(currently increasing by 50c each year until it will be at the $6 per person level by 
2028) plus member insurance and bond insurance. 
District fees pay for District activities and administrative costs.   
At the provincial level, it pays for some activities, member insurance and the 
administration costs of maintaining the OHA.  
 
From the Constitution of District 7  
Article III: OBJECT The object of the District is to provide support to horticultural 
societies in District 7 affiliated with the Ontario Horticultural Association, primarily 
through the provision of communications, co-ordination and District meetings, 
so that the affiliated societies may more effectively instruct the District Director 
and carry out the objects of their own local societies. 
 

 
Nuggets from the gardenontario.org website  

 
OHA Accessibility and Inclusion Statement 

In fulfilling our mission and in alignment with our vision, the Ontario Horticultural 
Association (OHA), also known as GardenOntario, strives to provide access in a 
manner that respects the dignity and independence of people with disabilities. 
GardenOntario is also committed to ensuring that all individuals have an equal 

opportunity to participate in and benefit from OHA programs and services. 
https://gardenontario.org/oha-accessibility-and-inclusion-statement/  

downloaded 24 November 2025 
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