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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Meeting 7:30pm, January 25, 2023, doors open at 7pm.

Come early to check in and pay your annual dues, now at $15/member, cash or cheque. We may also  
etransfer *our payments to fergushorticulture@gmail.com, note name and details in the message box.

Member led meeting with Bernie showing Nostalgia, slides of local gardens and Cheryl giving us a 
photo tour of her 2022 trip to Alaska. 

“Lug a mug” to partake of refreshments after the meeting.                Masks are optional. 
*(If you would like more info on etransfer, ask Karen, kareneddie22@gmail.com ).

February 22nd meeting night will be with Randy McLean on maple syrup production on a small farm. 
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 January 20, 2023 - President’s message

      Green Legacy is now accepting tree orders for the Spring. If you live in Wellington County and
have room to plant 10, 20 or more trees on your property, check it out. Randy and I placed our order in
October for about 60 trees, these come as seedlings or tiny evergreens. We order yearly and start by
planting the tiny trees in our garden for a few years until they are big enough to compete with the
golden rod, dogwood and grasses and can take a tree guard in the Fall against our many rabbits. Part of
Randy’s maple syrup program in February will show before and after photos of our property and what
annual tree planting can accomplish. 

       We have made a few changes to our monthly meeting nights, we will have a Sharing Table
available for folks to bring in garden related items to give away, this might be  garden magazines,
books,  plants,  tools,  bird boxes  etc..  We will  have two door prizes  at  each meeting.  If  you aren’t
interested in the prizes, no need to take a ticket. The door prize donation jar will still be available for
contributions. Hope to see you all next week. 

Happy New Year to everyone!  Karen 

   “Lift up your hearts. Each new hour holds new chances for new beginnings.” —
Maya Angelou

     Kathy Bouma (right)  is  presenting the Colwyn Trophy and Mabel  Reid Memorial  Trophy to
Shannon Shan (left) for her entries to the June Horticulture & Design Show.  The Colwyn Trophy is for
a Novice Designer with the most points earned in Design in the current year, and the Mabel Reid
Trophy is for the Best Design at the Show. 



Kathy presented the Pioneer Trophy to Matilda Parsons

Kathy presented the Rose Bowl Trophy to Cheryl Yuill



Kathy presented the Bristow Trophy to herself

Bob and Bev Dawson received 10 year service pins



2023 Board of Directors 

Back row, left to right: Mary Ann Branciere, Claire McKay, Joyce Giddings, Ken Johnston,
Karen Eddie, Bernie Siegmund, Cheryl Yuill. Front row: Jennifer Johnson, Patty Johnston,

Michelle Goff, Dqawn McLure.  Missing from photo: Greg Boland & Connie DiPisa



SEEDY SATURDAY 2023

Mark your calendars now! The Horticultural Societies of Fergus & District and Elora & Salem are 
jointly organizing the 4th Centre Wellington Seedy Saturday for Saturday, March 25th, 2023. The 
event will be held in the Aboyne Hall of the Wellington County Museum & Archives, 536 Wellington 
County Road 18, Fergus. Doors will be open to the public from 10:30am till 2:00 pm. As in previous 
years, admission will be free of charge.

   

There will be something of interest for everyone, regardless of age, gardening experience and/or 
expertise as a seed enthusiast. The organizing committee, consisting of Fred Mallett, Jude Dowling, 
and Sharon Leggett, have lined up a diverse group of seed vendors, community groups, and advisory 
services to attend. 

If any members are willing to donate seeds for the free exchange table, all donations will be gratefully 
accepted. Seed envelopes are made available at monthly General Meetings. Envelopes should be 
labelled to show the seed variety and the year the seeds were harvested.

Plan to join us, browse the vendor tables, exchange seeds, meet your neighbours, share stories and 
information about a huge number of topics such as genetic diversity, pollination, working with nature, 
etc. A Children’s Corner will also be available for the youngsters in attendance. More detailed 
information will follow as we get closer to the date.

We are currently in need of volunteers to help with the following duties:

Advertising (before the date) - working with local media, distributing flyers and posters, etc.
Children’s Corner - entertaining the children attending with various activities on the day.
(Note: a Criminal Records Check from OPP is required for volunteers working with children)
Reception Desk – greeting participants, giving help and directions, as required, promoting the
     benefits of horticultural society membership.
Set-Up - assisting vendors and advisors to move their displays into the building, as required.
Take-Down - assisting vendors and advisors to remove their displays from the building, as
     required.

If you are willing to help out in any way, please contact any of the Centre Wellington Seedy Saturday 
organizers, or by e-mail at cw.seedy.saturday@gmail.com or call 
226-820-2910. 
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BEAR THOUGHTS
This place is strange. There are so many humans milling about. They move like a river of arms and legs
and faces down long narrow caves that branch out into smaller caves. Each of these caves is filled with
different things. There are several caves housing fabrics of various colors and size. There are a few
caves with things that light up and make noises (the humans love these things and look at them as they
walk around). There is even a cave filled with dismembered, miniature versions of me (which are quite
terrifying).

The humans feel the need to visit multiple caves in this place; some humans even visit every one of
them. They are like ants marching through their hill. But instead of bringing food or resources to the
caves within the hill to make their community better, the humans take things away from these caves.
They leave carrying loads of bags and boxes filled with things they found (stole?). They chat with other
humans (who are not there) on those things that light up and make noise about how they just found
(stole?) a brand new version of the thing that lights up and makes noise.

It is all very confusing.

One human cub carries a recently reassembled version of me under her arm. She seems happy about it,
until she sees the real me. Maybe I make her upset because I was not wearing a hat like the smaller
version of me.

I do not know if I like this place, but I am starting to think this place does not like me.

Three humans with sticks yell at me. Other humans watch. It is quite humiliating.

I run for the exit (or what I think is the exit) and crash into fake, faceless, humans covered in furs and
strange flat snakes around their waists. I try to leave again and tumble into a small table thing for
serving hot,  delicious  nuts.  The humans  behind the  table  are  not  pleased,  but  I  do not  waste  the
intrusive moment, and I scoop as many pawfuls of nuts into my mouth as possible.

More humans with sticks show up. There are lights outside filling the massive, interconnected, human
cave system with hues of blue and red.

I try to exit once more. This time it is successful. I find myself outside near the dumpster that led me
here in the first place. The air is better outside than inside the human cave. To think I was almost
trapped in there is a very upsetting thought.

Maybe all the humans milling about inside are trapped. Maybe they are being made to take things from
those caves and forced to carry them around. I hope not. That would be quite sad.

At least I found some nuts. That was nice.


